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ADVERTISEMENT, 

PREFIXED  TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 

It  is  a fact  of  which  every  medical  man  must  be  aware, 
that,  in  the  Pharmacopoeias  already  extant,  a very  inconsider- 
able number  of  formulae  are  included  for  the  particular  use 
cf  surgeons^  and  many  of  these  happen  ta  be  such  as  are  not 
wholly  entitled  to  approbation.  It  may  indeed  be  very 
reasonably  disputed,  whether  the  learned  bodies  who  have, 
for  a series  of  years,  sent  forth  their  instructions  on  this  sub- 
ject, be  actually  competent  to  the  task  of  directing  what 
remedies  are  adapted  to  the  practice  of  a branch  of  the  heal- 
ing art  with  which  they  profess  to  have  no  acquaintance  what- 
ever; and  they  would  perhaps  have  done  well,  had  they 
acknowledged  this  incompetency,  by  leaving  entirely  out  of 
their  new  editions,  the  few  topical  remedies  that  are  at  present 
included  in  them.  The  design  of  the  following  pages,  is  to 
supply  the  deficiencies  alluded  to,  and  to  furnish>the  chirur- 
gical  practitioner,  with  a complete  collection  of  those  for- 
mulee,  which,  in  the  course  of  his  professional  occupations, 
he  must  necessarily  have  occasion  to  employ. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  Theory  of  Chirurgical  JPIiarmacy, 
a work,  at  this  time,  in  a great  measure,  obsolete^  and  dis- 
graced also  with  receipts  for  cosmetics  and  otfipr  ridiculous 
compositions,  nothing  of  this  kind  has  beert  v^tempted.  The 
practice  of  the  different  Hospitals,  has  indeed  -been  exhibited 
in  a later  publication,  but  the  known  inaccuracy  of  that  work, 
the  unscientific  way  in  which  the  subject  is  handled,  and  the 
very  ie.'N  chirurgical  remedies  included  in  it,  afford  the  prac- 
titioner a very  scanty  share  of  information.  In  the  present 
work,  particular  care  has  been  taken  to  admit  only  such  for- 
mulas as  are  applicable  to  surgery,  and,  of  those,  none  but 
really  useful  and  efficacious  remedies.  -Where  this  rule  is 
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disregarded  at  least,  it  is  only  on  the  authority  of  some  emi- 
nent practitioner,  whose  partiality  to  a particular  remedy^ 
has  been  grounded  on  a long  experience  of  its  good  effects, 
and  whose  name  furnishes  a sort  of  sanctit>n  for  its  introduc- 
tion. 

In  the  nomenclature,  as  strict  an  attention  is  paid,  as  the 
case  would  admit,  to  the  plan  very  properly  pursued  by  the 
London  College;  but,  in  some  few  cases,  as  the  reader  will 
readily  perceive,  it  has  been  found  impracticable. 

Since  the  practice  of  surgery  unavoidably  embraces  many 
of  the  remedies  of  the  physician,  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  pay  a degree  of  attention  also  to  them;  but  this  is  done  to 
no  farther  an  extent,  than  the  customs  of  medical  surgery  may 
be  supposed  to  warrant.  To  all  the  formulae  directly  taken 
from  the  College  Dispensatory,  a distinguishing  mark  (L  j has 
been  affixed.  The  more  operose  of  these,  as  the  chemical  pre- 
parations, &c.  are  merely  named,  and  their  uses,  in  a concise 
way,  pointed  out.  The  more  pharmaceutical  compositions,  as 
th^  collyria,  liniments,  unguents,  &c.  are  detailed,  and  their 
m|ipde  of  application  spoken  of. 

itlastly,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  Cheselden’s 
Short  Essay  towards  a Pharmacopoeia  Chirurgica^  annexed  to 
Le  Drards  Operations^  furnished  the  general  hint  for  the  present 
publication. 


Vll 


PREFACE 

TO  THE 

FIFTH  EDITION. 


T HE  favourable  reception  which  the  pub- 
lic have  given  the  preceding  editions  of  this 
work,  whilst  it  flatters  the  author’s  feelings, 
has  had  the  more  important  effect  of  quick- 
ening his  diligence  to  provide  a remedy  for 
its  defects,  and  to  enlarge  its  boundaries  by 
the  addition  of  new  and  (he  trusts  it  will  be 
found)  useful  matter. 

In  the  remarks  affixed  to  the  formula) 
heretofore  published,  many  practical  obser- 
vations have  been  blended ; whilst  a number 
of  original  formulae,  collected  from  foreign 
sources,  or  communicated  to  the  author  by 
practitioners  of  eminence,  have  been  in- 
troduced in  the  alphabetical  arrangement. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  hoped,  that  not  only 
the  young,  but  everi  the  experienced  surge- 
on, will  find,  in  the  following  sheets,  matter 
worthy  of  his  regard  ; no  endeavours  having 
been  spared  to  i^ender  the  work  complete, 
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not  only  in  its  leading  character  of  a chirur^ 
gical  Pharmacopoeia^  hwt  also  in  that  of  a 
summary  of  the  practice  ofjiiedical  surgery,^ 
which  indeed  formed  no  immaterial  part  of 
the  original  design. 

In  order  that  reference  may  be  had  with 
greater  facility  to  any  particular  remedy, 
and  indeed  that  the  whole  may  be  brought 
more  comprehensively  to  the  reader’s  ob- 
servation, a Table  of  Formulae  is  annexed 
to  the  present  edition. 
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CHIRURGICA. 


ACETUM. 

V iNEGAR  is  an  article  by  no  means  unwor- 
thy of  being  classed  amongst  our  chirurgical 
remedies.  Independent  of  its  convenience  and 
efficacy  when  joined  with  farinaceous  substances 
and  applied  as  a cataplasm  to  sprained  joints,  as 
will  be  noticed  in  its  proper  place,  it  forms 
an  eligible  lotion  for  inflammation  of  the  skin, 
when  mixed  with  alcohol  and  water,  in  about 
equal  proportions. 

At  the  Gloucester  Infirmary,  it  has  been  found 
of  service  in  quickening  the  exfoliation  of  ca- 
rious bone  ; an  effect,  which,  in  all  likelihood, 
is  owing  to  its  known  property  of  dissolving 
the  earthy  part  of  bone. 

Mr.  Cleghorn,  a brewer  in  Edinburgh,  has 
communicated  some  accounts  of  its  excellent 
effects  when  immediately  applied  to  burns  and 
scalds.  A persevering  application  of  it  in 
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these  cases,  assuages  the  violent  smarting,  and  is 
of  service  notwithstanding  excoriation  or  loss 
of  substance.  At  a proper  period  after  the  acci- 
dent, he  applies  powdered  chalk  in  a sufficient 
quantity  to  absorb  the  discharge,  and  covers  the 
part  with  a common  poultice.  Mr.  Cleghorn’s 
ideas  were  communicated  to  the  late  Mr.  Hunter, 
and  by  him  recorded  in  the  second  volume  of 
Medical  Facts  and  Observations  in  the  following 
terms  : Mr.  Cleghorn,”  says  he,  “ recommends 

the  immediate  application  of  vinegar,  which  is 
to  be  continued  for  some  hours,  by  any  the  most 
convenient  means,  until  the  pain  abates.  Should 
it  return^,  the  vinegar  is  to  be  repeated  : if  the 
burn  is  so  severe  as  to  have  destroyed  any  part, 
when  the  pain  has  ceased  it  is  to  be  covered 
with  a poultice,  which  remains  six,  or  at  most 
eight  hours  ; when  removed,  the  part  is  to  be 
entirely  covered  with  very  finely  powdered 
chalk,  until  every  moist  appearance  upon  the 
surface  of  the  sore  has  disappeared,  when  it  is 
again  to  be  covered  with  the  poultice.  The 
same  mode  is  then  to  be  pursued  every  night 
and  morning  until  the  cure  is  compleat.  If  the 
use  of  poultices  appears  to  relax  the  wounds  too 
much,  they  are  to  be  covered  with  a plaster  or 
ointment  made  with  white  lead,  but  the  chalk  is 
still  tobe  used  next  the  wound. 

In  respect  to  general  remedies,  he  says,  1 
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allow  my  patients  to  eat  boiled  or  roasted  fowl, 
or  in  short,  any  plain-dressed  meat  they  like ; 
and  I do  not  object  to  their  taking  (with  mode- 
ration, however)  wine,  water  and  spirits,  ale,  or 
porter.  My  applications,  as  hath  been  already 
observed,  allay  pain  and  inflammation,  and  also 
always  either  prevent  or  remove  feverishness  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  (if  one  may  judge  from 
their  effects)  they  have  powerful  antiseptic 
virtues  ; I have  never  had  occasion  to  order 
bark  or  any  internal  medicines  whatever,  and  I 
have  only  once  thought  it  necessary  to  let  blood; 
When  a patient  is  costive,  I order  boiled  pot- 
barley  and  prunes,  or  some  other  laxative  nour- 
ishing food,  and  sometimes  an  injection,  but 
never  any  purgatives.  It  is  distressing  to  a 
patient  with  bad  sores  to  be  often  going  to  stool. 
Besides,  I have  remarked  that  weakness  and  lan- 
guor (which  never,  in  my  opinion,  hasten  the 
cure  of  any  sore)  are  always  brought  on,  more 
or  less,  by  purgatives.  From  the  effects  too,  I 
have  felt  them  have  upon  myself,  and  observed 
them  to  have  upon  others,  they  do  not  seem  to 
me  to  have  so  much  tendency  to  remove  heat 
and  feverishness,  as  is  generally  imagined  ; and 
I suspect  that,  contrary  to  the  intention  of 
administering,  of  them,  they  oftener  carry  off 
useful  humours  than  hurtful  oncs.^^ 

Mr.  Cleghorn  found  vitriolic  acid,  diluted, 
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by  no  means  a good  substitute  for  the  acetous  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  attended  with  bad  effects, 
but  still  he  found  it  necessary  to  use  vinegar 
that  was  fresh^^  and  lively"^  to  the  taste.  V 
These  observations  of  Mr.  Cleghorn  are 
become  particularly  interesting  since  the  pro- 
posal of  Mr.  Kentish  to  treat  hums  upon  a 
nevo  principle^  and  the  latter  has  ingeniously 
applied  Mr.  Cleghorn’s  facts  to  his  own  indis- 
putable theory  on  that  subject,  by  attributing 
the  good  effects  of  sharp  vinegar  to  the  stimulant 
property  pf  the  alcohol  contained  in  it.  Nor 
does  Mr.  Kentish  fail  to  avail  himself  of.  the 
following  practical  points,  which  not  only 
apply  to  this  but  also  to  the  constitutional  treat- 
ment. “ Even  the  common  vinegar,  only  by 
being  used  too  cold,'*  says  Mr.  Cleghorn,  ‘‘  af- 
fected two  of  my  patients  with  tremblings  and 
dullness,  which  alarmed  me  a good  deal.  I 
removed  these  symptoms  indeed  (as  before 
mentioned)  very  readily,  by  warming  the  patients’ 
feet  with  cloths  dipped  in  warm  water, _and 
giving  them  warm  water  and  spirits  to  drink  ; 
but,  ever  since,  I have  been  careful  to  use  pre- 
cautions against  the  like  symptoms,  particularly 
in  cold  weather,  by  loamiing  the  vinegar  a Utile, 
placing  the  patients  near  the  fire,  giving  them 
something  imrm  internally,  and,  in  short,  by  keep- 
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ing  them  in  every  respect  in  a co?nforiable  con- 
diiion.'*  See  Li N iME.NTUM  TerebinthinvE, 
The  acid  of  vinegar,  procured  in  a concen- 
trated state,  by  repeatedly  freezing  the  water  in 
which  it  is  diffused,  and‘taking  out  the  ice,  is  a 
very  useful  application  in  hemorrhages. 

ACIDUM  NITROSUM. 

This  acid  has  lately  been  tried  by  Dr.  Rollo 
and  Mr.  Cruikshank,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  Dr. 
Beddoes,  Mr.  Blair,  and  a multitude  of  other 
medical  men,  as  a substitute  for  quicksilver  in 
the  cure  of  the  Lues  Venerea  ; and,  it  must  be 
confessed,  with  a degree  of  success  that  is,  to 
say  the  least,  highly  encouraging. 

The  practice  indeed  originated  with  Mr.  Wm. 
Scott,  a surgeon  at  Bengal  ; and,  it  is  said,  he 
caught  the  idea  from  Dr,  Girtanner,  who  had 
his  writings  suggested,  that  the  beneficial 
effect^  in  syphilus,  of  the  various  preparations 
of  quicksilver,  arose  from  the  oxygen  contained 
in  them. 

^ Although  a discovery  of  such  eventual  impor- 
tance could  not  but  claim  a place  in  these  pages, 
it  is  no  part  of  our  business  to  decide  between 
the  testimonies  adduced  for  and  against  its  uni- 
versalr  adoption.  Suffice  it  therefore  to  say, 
that  a multitude  of  cases  have  been  brought  in 
favour  of  nitric  acid  as  an  antisyphilitic,  and 
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also  some  which  seem  very  decidedly  to  con- 
trovert its  claim  to  that  character. 

The  acid  of  nitre  is  obtained  in  various  de- 
grees of  oxygenation.  When  the  proportion  of 
oxygen  to  that  of  azot  is  less  than  three  of  the 
former  to  one  of  the  latter,  it  is  termed  nitrous 
acid,  and  in  this  state,  fumes  of  a red  colour  are 
very  freely  emitted;  but  when  there  ztt  four 
parts  of  oxygen,  by  weight,  combined  with  one 
of  azot,  the  acid  is  colourless,  emits  no  vapour, 
and  then  takes  the  appellation  of  nitric  acid.’’ 
It  is,  in  fact,  the  nitrous  acid  surcharged  ivitk 
oxj/g€7i;  a circumstance  very  material  to  be  at- 
tended to  by  those  who  undertake  experiments 
with  this  acid,  notwithstanding  the  assertions  of 
a late  writer  on  the  subject,  that  in  some  suc- 
cessful trials,  only  the  common  fuming  acid 
of  the  shops”  was  used. 

The  usual  commencing  dose  of  the  nitric  acid 
is  drach.  j,  which  is  mixed  with  a pint  of  dis« 
tilled  water,  sweetened  sufficiently  with  simple 
syrup,  and  taken  down,  at  different  times  in  the 
course  of  twenty-four  hours,  through  a small 
glass  tube,  which  is  used  to  prevent  the  teeth 
from  being  injured.  If  no  inconvenience  is  felt 
by  the  patient,  the  quantity  is  increased  to 
drach,  iss.  drach,  ij.  and  even,  in  certain  cases, to 
drach.  iij. 

The  remarkable  effects  of  the  acid  are  commonly 
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those  of  increasing  the  appetite  and  augment- 
ing the  secretion  of  urine;  causing  also  more 
or  less  thirst,  a white  tongue,  sizy  blood,  and 
increased  action  of  the  whole  system.;  but  no- 
thing like  mercurial  salivation  takes  place.  It 
does  not,  however,  accommodate  itself  equally 
well  to  all  constitutions. 

This  remedy  is  said  to  be  no  less  adapted  for 
the  cure  of  pnmaiy  than  secondary  venereal 
symptoms , but  the  degree  of  success,  in  the 
cases  which  have  hitherto  appeared,  seems  greatly 
on  the  side  of  the  former.  This  indeed  may  be 
the  fact  without  any  disparagement  of  the  acid 
as  a remedy  for  irite  venereal  affections  ; since 
we  know  bow  ineihcaceous,  and  even  mischie- 

't . . 

vous  quicksilver  sometimes  is,  when  adminis- 
tered bi  the  like  cases.  The  nitric  acid  is  said 
to  acjt  sensibly  on  the  disease  in  six  or  eight 
days,  and  frequently  to  effect  a cure  in  fifteen 
or  sixteen. 

There  are  other  substances  which  contain 
oxygen,  and  which  are  thought  to  be  no  less 
capable  of  curing  syphilis  than  nitric  acid. 
The  principal  and  most  approved  of  these,  is 
the  oxygenated  miiriaie  of  pot  ash^  which  Mr. 
Cruikshank  considers  even  more"^  efficacious  than 
nitric  acid,  since,  in  one  instance,  it  succeeded 
when  the  latter  had  little  or  no  effecta. 
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^RUGO. 

Prepared  verdigris  is  an  excellent  application 
to  shankers.  In  their  early  state,  its  action  on 
them  as  a caustic,  will  frequently  interrupt  the 
progress  of  a venereal  infection  completely.’ 
Yet' it  is  not  safe  perhaps,  in  any  case,  to  rely 
solely  upon  this  treatment,  or  to  omit  the  use  of 
quicksilver  either  internally  or  by  frictions. 

^RUGO  CUM  CALOMELANE. 

R ^ruginis  praeparatae 

Caiomeianos  sing,  drach.  j misce. 

This  is  calculated  for  the  same  purposes  as 
the  foregoing  ; but  its  action  being  less  consi- 
derable, it  may  be  applied  to  shankers  every  day, 
or  every  other  day.  The  state  of  ill-conditioned 
ulcers  may  also  be  improved  by  slightly  sprink^ 
ling  them  occasionally  with  this  powder. 

ALCOHOL  CARYOPHYLLATUM. 

R Alcoholis  drach  iij 
’ Olei  caryophylli  drach.  j misce. 

This  solution  of  oil  of  cloves  in  alcohol,  has 
been  applied  upon  lint,  to  carious  bones,  to 
quicken  the  process  of  exfoliation. 
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ALUMEN. 

Alum,  either  in  its  simple  state  or  deprived  of 
its  water  of  crystallization  by  fire,  has  been  long 
an  article^of  the  materia  medica.  Unless  for 
external  use,  in  a dry  powder,  its  properties 
however  are  not  improved  by  burning*  Ten 
grains  of  alum,  formed  into  a bolus  with  con- 
serve of  roses,  are  given  three  times  a day  at 
Guy’s  Hospital,  in  such  cases  as  demand  the 
exercise  of  powerful  tonic  or  astringerit  remedies. 

In  a relaxed  state  of  the  urinary  passages, 
or  want  of  power  in  the  sphincter  vesicae,  the 
exhibition  of  alum  in  small  doses  has  proved 
'useW, 

In  those  cases  also  where  the  poison  of  lead 
is  to  be  counteracted.  Dr.  Percival  recommends 
its  use. 

Burnt  alum,  applied  to  fungous  excrescences, 
acts  as  a mild  caustic.  Joined  with  Colcothar 
of  Vitriol  (Pharm.  Edin.)  in  the  proportion  of 
three  parts  of  the  former  to  one  of  the  latter, 
it  is  employed  at  Guy’s  Hospital  as  a styptic,  to 
restrain  hemorrhages,  &c. 

ANTIMONIUM  MURIATUM.  (L) 

As  a caustic,,  this  remedy  has  been  long  used 
under  the  name  of  butter  of  antimony^  for , de- 
stroying warts  and  excrescences, 

B 2 


io  PHARMACOPOEIA 

AQUA  ARSENICATA. 

R Arsenic!  in  pulverem  triti  unc.  ss* 

Aquae  distillatae  lib.  j. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  together  in  a flask  iill 
one-fourth  of  the  liquor  is  evaporated,  and, 
when  cold,  filter  the  remainder  through  paper 
by  means  of  a. glass  funnel. 

Dr.  Way,  of  Wilmington,  recommends  this 
as  a good  remedy  for  foul  ulcers  and  cutaneous 
eruptions,  but  whether  the  free  use  of  such  a 
topic  be  free  from  danger  to  patient,  is  worthy 
of  consideration. 

Dr.  Martin,  a late  American  physicia^,,  em- 
ployed this  also  for  the  cure  of  cancers;  and 
when  applied  to  those  in  the  occult  state,  he 
removed  the  cuticle  by  the  previous  application 
of  cantharides. 

AOUA  CUPRI  VITRIOLATI  CAMPHO- 
RATA. 

R Cupri  vitriolati 

Boli  Gailici  sing.  unc.  ss, 

Camphorae  drach.  j 
Aquae  ferventis  lib.  iv. 

The  boiling  water  is  to  be  added  to  the  other 
ingredients,  and  the  liquor  filtered  when  cold. 
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This  is  the  cupia  ccmphorata  of  Bates,  and  is 
chiefly  employed  in  a diluted  state,  as  a colly- 
rium  ; but  it  may  also  prove  of  service  as  dn 
application  to  foul  ulcers. 

AQUA  KALI.  (L) 

No  adequate  trial  of  this  as  an  external  appli- 
cation to  ulcers  or  herpetic  eruptions  has  yet 
been  made  ; but,  that  it  may  at  least  be  ren- 
dered eminently  useful  as  an  internal  medicine, 
there  can  be  no  doubt, 

Mr.  Hunter  relates  the  case  of  a gentleman 
who  had  sores  on  the  preputium  very  much 
resembling  ‘‘  mild  chancres.”  They  were  un- 
altered by  the  internal  use  of  mercury  and 
irritated  by  its  use  as  a topic,  and,  after  con- 
tinuing Rve  months,  appear  to  have  been  cured 
by  this  Lixivium,  given  in  a dose  of  forty  drops 
night  and  morning,  in  a bason  of  broth, 

AQUA  KALI  PURI,  (^L) 

Be  Kali  lib.  iv 
Calcis  lib.  vj 

Aquae  distillatae  cong.  iv. 

Four  pints  of  water,  being  added  to  the  lime, 
are  to  be  allowed  to  stand  for  one  hour  ; after 
which,  the  kali  and  the  rest  of  the  water  are  to 
be  joined.  The  mixture  is  then  to  be  boiled 
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for  a quarter  of  an  hour,  and  when  cold,  the 
clear  liquor  strained  off. 

This  is  the  lixivium  saponarium  of  the  old 
Dispensatory.  It  has  been  thought  capable  of 
dissolving  urinary  calculi,  and  with  this  vieW 
has  been  given  in  considerable  doses,  and  for  a 
length  of  time,  in  several  instances.  These  trials, 
however,  have  not  proved  so  successful  as  could 
have  been  wished,  nor  is  the  exhibition  of  so 
active  a remedy  unattended  with  disadvantageous 
consequences  to  the  system  ; for  which  reason, 
under  the  name  of  mephitic  alkaline  xxater^  vege- 
table alkali  supersaturated  with  fixed  air,  has  of 
late  been  substituted  in  nephritic  complaints, 
and  is  very  strongly  recommended  by  Dr. 
Percival  and  other  writers. 

Dr.  Saunders,  in  his  Formulcc  Selectee^  directs 
a mixture  of  Aqua  kali  and  Aqua  caltis  in  the 
proportion  of  half  an  ounce  of  the  former  to  six 
ounces  and  a half  of  the  latter.  The  dose  ordered 
is  one  large  spoonful  twice  a day. 

AQUA  LITHARGYRI  ACETATI.  (L) 

R Lithargyri  lib.  ij  unc.  iv 
Aceti  distillati  cong.  j. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  together,  keeping  the 
mixture  constantly  stirred,  till  only  six  pounds 
of  liquid  remain. 
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This  preparation  of  lead  is  in  too  general 
use  to  need  any  particular  remark.  It  is  sel- 
dom if  ever  employed  in  surgery,  in  an  undilu- 
ted state.  The  late  Mr.  Justamond,  however, 
and  Dr.  Cheston  of  Gloucester,  used  to  apply 
it  mixed  with  an  equal  proportion  of  a spirit 
resembling  the  tinctura  ferri  ihuriati,  to  the 
edges  of  cancerous  sores. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  this  remedy  has,  in  a num- 
ber of  cases,  promoted  the  views  of  surgery  at 
the  expence  of  the  patient’s  general  health ; 
the  absorption  of  lead  into  the  system,  having, 
as  is  well  known,  a very  pernicious  tendency, 
and  inducing  diseases,  which,  Dr.  Fordyce 
asserts,  go  on  notwithstanding  the  cause  is 
removed,  and  in  the  end  prove  fatal. 

On  this  account,  many  practitioners  have 
given  up  the  use  of  this  remedy,  and  have  had 
recourse  to  solutions  of  vitriolated  zinc,  which, 
it  is  said,  answer  equally  well ; but  it  is  now 
rendered  probable,  from  the  experiments  of  Mr. 
Baynton,  of  Bristol,  that  cold  water  alone  is  of 
as  much  service  as  either  in  removing  inflam- 
mation. 

ARGENTUM  NITRATUM.  (L) 

This  is  the  mildest  of  the  caustics  used  in  sur- 
gery. Its  utility  as  an  occasional  application 
to  ulcers,  is  well  known. 
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Mr.  Hunter  recommends  its  use  on  the  first 
appearance  of  a shanker,  and  before  the  sur- 
rounding parts  can  be  supposed  to  have  parta- 
ken of  venereal  contamination.  He  directs  the 
caustic  to  be  scraped  to  a point,  like  a black 
lead  pencil,  so  that  when  it  is  applied,  every 
part  of  the  surface  of  the  shanker  may  come  in 
contact  v/ith  it  ; and  he  advises  the  repetition 
of  this  process,  till  the  last  slough  which  is 
thrown  off,  leaves  the  sore  florid  and  healthy, 
like  the  granulations  of  a simple  ulcer.  From 
this  treatment,  there  is  a chance,  that  the  con- 
stitution will  not  be  infected  ; but  it  is  never- 
theless consistent  with  prudence,  to  exhibit 
quicksilver  in  some  way  or  other,  at  the  same 
time. 

One  thing,  however,  relative  to  the  use  of 
this  and  other  similar  applications,  ought  to  be 
noticed  by  way  of  caution  ; namely,  that  the 
glans  penis  in  some,  particularly  in  scrofulous 
patients,  is  liable  to  slough,  and  that  very  largely, 
on  the  application  even  of  slight  caustics.  An 
instance  is  known  to  several  in  this  metropolis, 
of  a gentleman  who  underwent  this  kind  of 
treatment,  under  the  bands  of  a practitioner  of 
considerable  reputation,  with  the  loss  of  half 
his  penis.  In  habits  of  this  description,  it  is 
not  uncommon  even  for  a shanker  to  slough 
spontaneously.  Where"  there  is  a great  degree 
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of  inflammation  in'the-shanker  itself,  as  well  as 
in  the  surrounding  parts,  gr.  at  circumspection 
is  certainly  necessary  in  the  first  use  of  this 
remedy. 

Mr.  Hunter  also  very  ingeniously  employed 
this  caustic  in  the  cure  of  strictures  in  the 
urethra.  His  original  method  was,  to  pass  it 
down  through  a metal  canula  till  it  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  diseased  part,  but  as  that  was  found 
liable  to  great  objections,  he  afterwards  adopted, 
and  since  his  death,  his  relation,  Mr,  Everard 
Home,  has  successfully  practiced,  the  following 
improvement. 

Take  a bougie,  of  a size  that  can  be  readily 
passed  to  the  stricture,  and  insert  a small  piece 
of  lunar  caustic  into  the  end  of  it,  letting  the 
caustic  be  even  with  the  surface,  but  surrounded 
every  where  laterally  by  the  substance  of  the 
bougie  This  should  be  done  some  little  time 
before  it  is  required  to  be  used  ; for  the  mate- 
rials of  which  the  bougie  is  composed,  become 
warm  and  soft  by  being  handled,  in  inserting 
the  caustic  ; and  therefore  the  hold  the  bougie 
has  of  the  caustic  is  rendered  more  secure,  after 
it  has  been  allowed  to  cool  and  harden.  This 
bougie  so  prepared,  is  to  be  oiled  and  made 
ready  for  use  ; but,  previous  to  passing  it,  a 
common  bougie  of  the  same  size  is  to  be  intro- 
duced down  to  the  stricture,  to  clear  the  canal. 
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and  to  measure  exactly  the  distance  of  the  stric- 
ture from  the  external  orifice  ; this  distance 
being  marked  upon  the  armed  bougie,  it  is  to  be 
passed  down  ta  the  stricture,  immediately  upon 
the  other  being  witlidrawn.  In  its  passage,  the 
caustic  is  scarcely  allowed  to  come  in  contact 
with  any  part  of  the  membrane,  iht  point  of  the 
bougie,  of  which  it  forms  the  central  part^ 
always  moving  in  the  middle  line  of  the  canal  ; 
and  indeed  the  quickness  with  which  it  is  con- 
veyed to  the  stricture,  prevents  any  injury  to 
the  membrane,  where  it  is  accidentally  brought 
to  oppose  it.  In  this  mode  the  caustic  is  passed 
down  with  little  or  no  irritation  to  the  lining  of 
the  urethra  ; it  is  applied  in  the  most  advan- 
tageous manner  to  the  stricture,  and  can  be 
retained  in  that  situation  the  necessary  time  to 
produce  its  effects.” 

The  alledged  advantages  of  this  treatment  are, 
that  it  produces  a permanent  cure,  which  the 
bougie  does  not,  that  the  pain  consequent  on  its 
application  is  inconsiderable,  and  that  neither 
irritation  nor  inflammation  are  found  to  super- 
vene. One  inconvenience,  however,  may,  and 
now  and  then  does  occur,  which  is,  that  the 
caustic  destroys  more  than  is  intended,  and  the 
urine  afterwards  forcing  off  the  sloughs  some- 
what prematurely,  a very  copious  hemorrhage 
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from  the  exposed  cells  of  the  corpus  spongiosum 
urethrae  is  the  consequence, 

A solution  of  nitrated  silver  in  nitrous  acid  is 
a good  application  to  v^arts  on  the  fingers  which 
are  hard  and  insensible, 

ARSENICUM  TARTARISATUM. 

Be  Arsenici  albi 

Crystallorum  tartari  sing.  unc.  ij 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  j. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  together  for  half  an 
hour,  and  afterwards  filtered.  The  clear  liquor 
is  then  to  be  evaporated  and  the  residue  set  aside 
to  crystallize^ 

This  is'the  arsenical  preparation  recommended 
by  Mr,  Sherwen,  and  of  which  an  account  is 
given  in  Vol.  II.  of  Memoirs  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  London. 

ARSENICUM  ANTIMONIATUM. 

R Antimonii  pulverizati  unc.  ij 
Arsenici  pulverizati  unc.  j. 

These  are  to  be  fluxed  together  in  a crucible, 
and  afterwards  reduced  to  powder. 

This  is  the  caustic  so  extensively  used,  under 
the  name  of  arsenical  caustic^  by  the  late  Mr, 
Justamond  his  treatment  of  cancers.  It  is, 
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perhaps,  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  this  class  of 
remedies,  being  remarkably  well  calculated  for 
the  destruction  of  excrescences,  or  for  the  re- 
moval of  parts,  in  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  which 
seem  to  obstruct  their  healing. 

It  may  be  reduced  to  any  degree  of  mildness 
by  the  addition  of  powdered  opium,  which  in 
some  measure,  also  acts  specifically,  in  diminish- 
ing the  violence  of  the  pain. 

BALSAMUM  PERUVIANUM  CUM 
FELLE. 

R Fcllis  bovis,  drach.  iij 

Balsami  peruviaai  drach.  j.  misce. 

This  is  a remedy  of  the  late  Dr.  Flugh  Smith, 
who  directed  it  to  be  occasionally  dropped  into 
the  ear  in  those  cases  where  a constant  discharge 
of  foetid  matter  indicates  a diseased  state  of  its 
secretions.  The  gall  employed  in  it,  has  also 
the  property  of  softening  the  wax,  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  more  removable  by  simple  syringing, 

CALOMELAS.  -(L) 

This  preparation  of  quicksilver  is  in  such 
^ general  use  as  to  need  no  particular  description. 
It  may  indeed  be  proper  to  observe,  that  this 
remedy  has  of  late  years  been  administered  with 
success,  by  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  inThose  parayltic 
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afTections  which  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
absorption  of  lead.  In  these  cases,  it  not  only 
acts  generally  on  the  system,  but  locally  on  the 
intestines,  so  as  to  obviate  the  constipation  which 
commonly  takes  place. 

CALX  CUM  KALI  PURO.  (L) 

This  is  the  causlicum  commme  fortius  of  the 
old  Dispensatory.  The  principal  use  to  which 
it  has  been  applied,  has  been  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  abscesses  ; but  this  is  far  more  expediti- 
ously done  by  the  application  of  kali  purum. 
When  used,  it  is  to  be  mixed  with  as  much 
soft  soap  as  will  make  it  into  the  consistence  of 
a paste,  and  on  that  part  of  the  abscess  which  is 
intended  to  be  penetrated,  there  must  be  applied 
an  adhesive  plaster^  of  three  or  four  folds,  and 
in  which  a hole  is  cut  of  a proper  size  for  the 
reception  of  the  caustic.  Into  this  aperture,  the 
paste  must  be  pressed  down  till  it  comes  in  con- 
tact with  the  skin,  and  secured  with  a bandage 
till  the  effect  is  produced. 

The  late  Mr.  Else,  in  the  radical  cure  of  the 
hydrocele,  employed  this  caustic  with  a mixture 
of  powdered  opium,  by  which  the  eschars  were 
produced  with  little  or  no  pain  to  the  patient. 

CATAPLASMA  ACETI. 

This  cataplasm  may  be  made  with  vinegar 
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and  oatmeal  only,  or  with  the  addition,  of  bread 
crumbs.  It  is  a simple  but  effectual  remedy  for 
sprains  or  bruises,  and  answers  best  if  applied 
cold,  in  which  state  it  also  has  considerable  ef- 
fect in  stopping  the  progress  of  scrofulous  en- 
largements of  the  bones.  A small  quantity  of 
linseed-meal  may  be  added,  to  give  the  whole  a 
greater  degree  of  tenacity  than  can  be  expected 
from  the  bread  and  oatmeal  where  heat  is  not 
employed. 

CATAPLASMA  ALVMimS.  fLJ 
This  is  prepared  by  briskly  stirring  a lump  of 
alum  in  the  whites  of  two  eggs,  till  they  form 
a coagulum,  which  is  found  very  serviceable  in 
ophthalmia,  that  of  the  purulent  kind  more 
especially.  It  is  tobe  applied  to  the  eye  between 
two  pieces  of  thin  linen  rag.  As  a remedy  for 
chilblains  it  is  also  very  efficacious. 

CATAPLASMA  BRIONI.E  COMPOSE 
TUM. 

R Radicis  brioniae  unc.  iij 
Florum  sambuci  unc.  j 
Gummi  ammoniaci  unc.  ss 
Ammoniae  muriatae  drach.  ij 
Spiritus  camphorati  unc.  j. 

After  boiling  the  briony  and  elder  flowers  till 
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they  become  tender,  they  must  be  bruised,  and  the 
gum  ammoniac,  previously  dissolved  in  vinegar, 
must  be  added  to  them.  The  muriated  ammonia 
and  the  camphorated  spirit  are  lastly  tobe  joined^ 
and  the  whole  mixed  together  into  a cataplasm. 
This  is  the  cataplasma  discutiens  of  the  old 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia, 

CATAPLASMA  CALCIS, 

R Calcis 

Farinae  avenae  sing.  unc.  ij 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  unc.  iv. 

The  lime  being  slacked  with  a sufficient 
quantity  of  water,  the  lard  and  oatmeal  are  to  be 
afterwards  added.  This  is  in  use  at  the  Bath 
Hospital  as  a remedy  in  knee  cases. 

CATAPLASMA  CALCIS  VITRIOLAT^.. 

The  use  of  plaster  of  Paris  as  a cataplasm  for  - 
ulcers,  was  introduced  into  practice  by  Mr. 
Blizard  at  the  London  Hospital.  Its  effects  were 
at  first  thought  very  flattering,  though  the 
principle  on  which  it  was  applied  has  <never 
been  clearly  explained.  The  powdered  plaster 
is  mixed  in  the  common  way,  with  water,  and 
applied,  while  soft,  to  the  ulcer  where  it  hardens 
and  is  suffered  to  remain  for  two  or  three  days 
before  it  is  renewed.  - 
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Mr.  Home  says,  Plaster  of  Paris  is  an  appli- 
cation I was  led  to  make  use  of  several  yeais  ago, 
from  an  idea  that  it  would  absorb  the  matter  of  a 
superficial  sore  as  fast  as  it  was  secreted,  and  forma 
crusty  which,  similar  to  a scah^  would  induce  the 
parts  underneath  to  skin  over ; experience,  how- 
ever, proves  that  this  is  not  the  case  ; and  the 
edges  of  the  sore  in  many  instances,  were  much 
irritated  by  this  application.’^ 

Whether  there  be  any  other  mode  of  employ- 
ing Plaster  of  Paris  to  anomalous  ulcers,  by 
which  their  healing  may  be  promoted,  can  only 
be  determined  by  farther  experiments. 

CATAPLASMA  CARBONIS. 

To  about  half  a pound  of  the  common  farina- 
ceous cataplasm,  two  ounces  of  wood  charcoal, 
in  very  fine  powder,  are  to  be  added,  and  the 
whole  mixed  well  together. 

This  remedy  is  in  use  at  the  Worcester  In- 
firmary, where  it  is  found  of  considerable  service 
in  sweetening  foetid  ulcers  and  disposing  them 
to  granulate  favourably. 

CATAPLASMA  CEREVISI^. 

This  is  prepared  by  stirring  into  the  grounds 
of  strong  beer,  as  much  oatmeal  as  will  make  it 
of  a suitable  consistence.  It  is  sometimes  era- 
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ployed  as  a stimulant,  but  most  commonly  as  an 
antiseptic  to  mortified  parts. 

CATAPLASMA  CICUT^. 

To  the  fomentum  cicutas  add  as  much  oatmeal 
and  linseed  flour  as  will  sufficiently  thicken  it. 
This  poultice  is  applied  to  cancerous  and  scrofu- 
lous ulcers,  and  to  anomalous  sores  of  an  invete- 
rate character,  to  diminish  their  sensibility  and 
amend  the  discharge.  The  fresh  herb,  bruised, 
was  preferred  for  these  purposes,  by  Mr.  Justa- 
mond,  and  is  perhaps  more  to  be  relied  on. 

CATAPLASMA  CUMINI.  (L) 

R Seminum  cumini  lib.  j 
Baccarum  lauri 
Foliorum  scordii  exsiccatorum 
Radieis  serpentari^  Virginianae  sing, 
unc.  iij 

Caryophyllorum  aromaticorum  unc.  j.. 

These  ingredients  are  directed,  by  the  College, 
to  be  pov/dered  and  formed  into  a cataplasm 
with  thrice  their  weight  of  honey.  This  remedy 
is  seldom  used  at  present,  but  was  formerly  con- 
sidered as  a useful  antiseptic,  and  applied,  with 
that  view,  to  mortified  parts. 

CATAPLASMA  DAUCI. 

This  cataplasm,  which  has  been  found  of  ser- 
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vice  in  sweetening  putrid  ulcers,  particularly 
those  of  the  cancerous  kind,  is  prepared  merely 
by  boiling  carrots  a sufficient  length  of  time 
and  mashing  them  into  a pulp.  Turnips  are 
sometimes  prepared  in  the  same  way,  and  are 
found  to  answer  the  same  purpose.  Both  are  to 
be  applied  to  the  ulcer,  without  the  intervention 
of  lint  or  any  other  substance. 

It  is  common  with  some  practitioners,  to  ap- 
ply these  substances  in  their  raw  state,  and  finely 
grated.  But  this  kind  of  poultice,  in  which  the 
particles  are  austere  and  granular,  does  not  seem 
to  be  preferable  to  the  former  in  its  effects,  and, 
to  an  irritable  sore,  cannot  but  be  a very  uncom- 
fortable kind  of  application. 

CATAPLASMA  EFFERVESCENS. 

This  cataplasm  is  prepared  by  stirring  into 
an  infusion  of  malt  (such  as  may  be  readily 
obtained  from  the  ale  or  porter  brewers)  as  much 
oatmeal  as  is  required  to  make  it  of  a proper 
thickness,  and  afterwards  adding  about  a spoon- 
ful of  yeast.  This  is  by  much  the  most  effectual 
way  of  applying  carbonic  acid  gas  to  ulcers, 
cancers,  or  other  local  affections  requiring  to  be 
treated  with  powerful  antiseptic  remedies.  In 
applying  it,  care  must  be  taken  not  to  bind  it  on 
too  closely ; as  the  fermentation,  a short  time 
after  its  application,  will  be  considerable,  and 
its  bulk,  of  course,  so  increased,  as  to  put  the 
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cloths  and  bandages  which  confine  it  very  much 
on  the  stretch, 

CATAPLASMA  FARINACEUM. 

It  has  been  the  custom,  for  a very  long  pe- 
riod, to  employ  milk  in  the  composition  of  a 
bread-poultice  ; but  as  it  is  liable  to  turn  sour  by 
the. heat  of  the  body,  and  possesses  no  greater 
property  of  relaxing  the  skin  than  water,  we 
should  prefer  -the  latter.  It  is  prepared  effec- 
tually and  with  very  little  trouble,  by  merely 
soaking  slices  of  new  bread,  in  boiling  hot  wa- 
ter, till  they  are  swollen  and  perfectly  soft.  It 
is  necessary  to  pour  away,  and  even  to  press 
out,  as  much  water  as  may  appear  to  be  super- 
fluous, and  the  bread  may  then  be  beaten  up  with 
a spoon. 

This  composition  will  be  rendered  still  more 
complete,  if  we  stir  into  it  a small  quantity  of 
linseed-meal,  which  has  the  double  advantage  of 
binding  its  parts  together,  so  that  it  shall  not 
smear  and  cling  to  the  skin,  and  also  of  retaining, 
for  a much  longer  time,  that  moisture,  on  the 
preservation  of  which,  its  beneficial  properties 
chiefly  depend. 

The  copious  use  of  oil,  or  any  kind  of  unguent 
in  poultices,  is  destructive  of  their  efflcacy,  and 
cannot  be  too  strenuously  prohibited. 
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CATAPLASMAFARIN^  COMPOSITUM, 

R Farinae  secalis  lib,  j 

Fermenti  veteris  acris  unc.  iv 
Natri  muriati  unc.  ij. 

! 

■ ^ j 

These  being  wrought  into  a paste  with  hot  > 
water,  are  to  be  immediately  wrapped  round  the  ■ 
part  affected,  and  renewed  morning  and  evening.  i 

This  is  the  cataplasma  stimulans  of  Dr.  Hugh  i 
Smith,  by  whom  it  was  prescribed  as  a remedy 
for  those  anomalous  swellings  w'hich  arise  from  ] 
viscid  secretions.  It  was  first  introduced  into  ^ 
England  by  the  Hessians  and  Hanoverians,  with  ; 
whom  it  is  much  iii  use,  for  gouty  and  rheuma-  : 

tic  affections.  ^ 

CATAPLASMA  GALBANI  COMPOSI-  j 

TUM.  - 

R Radicis  lillii  albi  unc.  iv 
Caricarum  unc.  j 

Radicis  cepae  vulgaris  contusae  unc.  iss. 

Galbani  unc.  ss 

Pulveris  seminis  lini  q.  s.' 

The  lilly-roots  and  figs  are  to  be  boiled  and 
bruised  ; the  onions  are  to  be  afterwards  added, 
and  likewise  the  galbanum,  previously  incorpo- 
rated with  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 
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This  differs  little  from  the  old  Edinburgh  - 
cataplasma  suppurans^  except  in  the  omission  of 
the  yellow  basilicon  and  oil  of  chamomile.  The 
design  of  it  is  obvious. 

•CATAPLASMA  KALI  ACETATI. 

R Kali  acetati  unc.  j 

Aquae  distillatae  unc.  xx. 

Micae  panis  q.  s.  misce. 

This  is  found  to  be  a useful  application  to 
cancerous  and  ill-conditioned  sores. 

Common  vinegar,  saturated  with  kali;  and 
afterwards  formed  into  a cataplasm,  answers 
equally  well,  and  is  the  remedy  employed  by 
Mr.  Nayler,  at  the  Glocester  Infirmary,  under 
the  name  of  cataplasma  neuWale. 

CATAPLASMA  LINI: 

Linseed- poultice  is  made  by  stirring  a sufficient 
quantity  of  the  meal  into  boiling  water. 

This  is  reckoned  a good  emollient,  and  is  uni-  ' 
versally  adopted  by  the  hospitals ; but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  poultice  of  bread  and 
linseed  do  not  excel  it,  as  there  is  too  great  an 
abundance  of  slimy  mucilage  in  the  linseed 
alone,  to  answer,  completely,  the  purposes  of 
a relaxant. 

Mr.  Hunter  expresses  his  approbation  of  the 
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the  linseed-poultice,  and  his  objections  to  the 
popular  mode  of  making  a common  poultice,  in 
the  following  terms.  He  says,  “ Poultices  arc 
commonly  made  too  thin  ; by  which  means,  the 
least  pressure,  or  their  own  gravity,  removes 
t|iem  from  the  part : they  should  be  thick  enough 
to  support  a certain  form  when  applied. 

They  are  generally  made  of  stale  bread,  and 
milk.  This  composition,  in  general,  makes  too 
brittle  an  application  ; it  breaks  easily  into  dif- 
ferent portions,  from  the  least  motion,  and  often 
leaves  some  part  of  the  wound  uncovered,  which 
is  frustrating  the  first  intention. 

The  poultice  which  makes  the  best  applica- 
tion, and  continues  most  nearly  the  same  be- 
tween each  dressing,  is  that  formed  of  the  meal 
of  linseed  : it  is  made  at  once,  and  when  applied, 
it  keeps  always  in  one  rnass 

* Mr.  Payne  recommends  for  hospital  use,  a poultice  in 
-which  linseed  is  the  principal  ingredient,  and  bread  entire- 
ly omitted,  by  which  the  expence  is  considerably  lessened. 

In  the  Infirmary  of  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square,  Mr, 
Payne  found  the  usual  poultice  and  the  expence  attending 


it,  to  be  as  follows  : 

5.  d. 

“ Bread,  491b.  at  2^:d,  per  pound 10  2^ 

Milk,  14  quarts,^at  2d.  per  quart  ......... . 2 4 

Lard,  2;|lb.'at  gd,  per  pound  r 8^ 
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Speaking  of  the  propriety  of  applying  this 
poultice  to  in  preference  to  dr^  lint^  Mf* 

Hunter  says, 

The  kind  of  wound  to  which  the  above  ap- 
plication is  best  adapted,  is  a v/ound  made  in  a 
sound  part,  which  we  intend  shall  heal  by  granu- 
lation. The  same  application  is  equally  proper 
when  parts  are  deprived  of  life,  and  consequent- 
ly  will  slough.  It  is  therefore  the  very  best 
dressing  for  a ^M»-5/^o^’4vound,  and  probably  for 
most  lacerated  wounds : for  lint^  applied  to  a part 
that  is  to  throw  off  a sloughy  will  often  be  retained 
till  that  slough  is  separated,  which  will  be  for 
eight,  ten,  or  more  days.’* 

CATAPLASMA  LITHARGYRI  ACE- 
TATI. 

R Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  drach.  j 
Aquae  distiilatae  lib.  j 
Micae  panis  q.  s.  misce. 

In  lieu  of  this,  Mr.  Payne  recommends— 


5. 

“ Fine  pollard,  3^  pecks,  at  6d.  l 9 

GenuMie  linseed  flour,  141b.  at  4d 4 8 

Lard,  ^Ib.  o 2^ 


6 7i- 

The  composition  here  recommended  will  doubtless 
answer  every  purpose,  especially  if  the  last  article  be 
omitted. 
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This  poultice  is  a suitable  vehicle  for  the  lead, 
and  is  proper  to  be  applied  in  cases  of  local 
inflammation,  or  to  improve  the  state  of  un- 
healthy sores,. 

CATAPLASMA  MALI  MATURI. 

This  is  a good  and  convenient  cataplasm  for 
inflamed  eyes.  The  apples  are  to  be  thoroughly 
roasted,  and  the  soft  pulp  separated,  and  applied 
to  the  eye  without  any  intervening  substance. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  here,  that  in 
all  cases  of  ophthalmy  where  a cataplasm  is 
preferred,  it  should  be  applied  to  the  naked 
eye,  unless  its  ingredients  be  so  rough  or  the 
eye  so' irritable  as  to  render  that  imprudent';  in 
which  case,  the  usual  way  of  inclosing  it  be- 
tween two  pieces  of  gau.ze  or  thin  muslin  rag  is 
to  be  adopted,  though  the  experiment  will  at 
once  shew,  how  impossible  it  is,  in  this  way,  to 
bring  the  remedy  closely  into  contact  with  the 
diseased  part.  ^ 

This  cataplasm  is  among  the  remedies  em- 
ployed in  the  Hospital  of  Invalids  at  Paris,  but 
the  apples  are  there  directed  to  be  mixed  with 
milk,  which, ^ coagulating,  forms  a compound 
probably  of  less  efficacy  than  the  apples  alone. 

The  following  more  complicated  formula,  in 
which  apples  are  included,  was  employed  by  the 
German  professor  De  Haen  i 
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R Mali  maturi 

Micae  panis  sing.  unc.  ij[ 

Florum  rosarum  damascenarum 
Florum  sambuci  sing.  pug.  j 
Camphor 26  gran,  viij 
Cerussse  acetatse  gran.  iv. 

To  these  must  be  added  a suffiolortt  quantity 
of  boiling  water  to  make  the  whole  perfectly 
soft ; and  care  also  taken,  by  previously  rubbing 
them  together  with  a little  mucilage,  to  distri- 
bute equally  through  the  whole  mass,  the  two 
last  ingredients. 

CATAPLASMA  NATRI  VITRIOLATI. 

R Natri  vitriolati  unc.  j 
Aquae  ferventis  lib.  ss 
Micae  panis  q.  s.  misce. 

This  formula  is  attributed  to  Dr.  Kirkland, 
and  is  said  to  be  particularly  useful  in  xeroph- 
thalmia, or  that  kind  of  inflammation  of  the  eye 
where  the  secretions  are  deficient. 

CATAPLASMA  PAPAVERIS  ALBL 
R Fomenti  papaveris  albi  lib.  j 
Micae  panis  q.  s.  misce. 

This  poultice,  on  account  of  its  sedative  qua- 
lities, which,  if  necessary,  may  be  farther  in- 


32  PHARIVIACOPOEIA 

creased  by  adding  to  it  a solution  of  opium,  is 
very  properly  applied  to  parts  in  an  irritable 
state,  and  in  all  external  cases  where  it  becomes 
an  object  to  alleviate  pain. 

CATAPLASMA  OXALIS. 

The  application  of  Sorrel,  has  been  found 
serviceable  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers,  particular- 
ly of  the  scrofulous  kind,  and  even  for  tumours 
of  the  latter  description,  . 

Mr.  Sandford,  of  Worcester,-  applies  the 
bruised  leaves  alone,  if  the  skin  is  unbroken,  and 
the  part  capable  of  bearing  the  stimulus.  In 
other  cases  he  joins  it,  after  being  well  bruised, 
to  a soft  poultice  of  oatmeal  and  small  beer ; 
regulating  the  quantity  according  to  the  tender-  ’ 
ness  and  irritability  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  to  1 
be  applied. 

The  herb  called  meadow-sweet also  mea-  1 

dow-sorrel  root^  are  said  to  have  been  employed 
with  advantage,  in  similar  cases,  , 

CATAPLASMA  QUfiRCUS  MARINI.  ! 

This  is  prepared  by  bruising  a quantity  of  the  | 
marine  plant  commonly  called  sea  tang^  which  i 
is  afterwards  to  be  applied  by  way  of  a poultice. 

Its  chief  use  is  in  cases  of  scrofula ; white 
swellings  and  glandular  tumours  more  espe daily. 

Where  this  vegetable  cannot  be  obtained  in 
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its  recent  state,  a common  poultice  of  sea-water 
and  oatmeal  has  been  substituted  by  the  late  Mr. 
Hunter  and  others  surgeons  of  eminence. 

CATAPLASMA  RADICIS  SOLANI  TU- 
BEROSI. 

A (quantity  of  raw  potatoes  are  to  be  pounded 
in  a mortar  to  a proper  degree  of  fineness.  This, 
though  a vulgar  remedy,  is  nevertheless  a very 
useful  application  to  parts  that  have  been  scalded 
or  burnt,  but  chiefly  in  the  former  case.  They 
are  to  be  applied  cold ; and  this,  according  to  the 
old  principle  on  which  burns  have  heretofore 
been  treated,  contributes  farther  to  the  property 
they  possess  of  resisting  the  progress  of  the  in- 
flammation. Possibly,  however,  the  juices  of  this 
root  may  possess  stimulating  properties. 

CATAPLASMA  ROS^. 

R Conservae  rosas  unc.  ij 
Aluminis  drach.  ss. 

The  alum  is  to  be  finely  pulverized  and  mixed 
with  the  conserve.  This  is  reckoned  a useful 
application  in  the  latter  stages  of  ophthalmy» 

CATAPLASMA  SINAPEOS.  (L ) 

R Semiiium  sinapeos  pulveris 
Mcdullae  panis  sing.  lib.  ss 
A^ceti  q.  s.  misce. 

Ca 
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This  is  seldom  employed  in  surgical  cases, 
but  certainly  admits  of  it,  and  is  inserted  on 
that  account. 

CAUSTICUM  ANTI-CANCROSUM. 

R Ranunculi  acris  foliorum 

Flammulae  vulgaris  foliorum  sing.  unc.  j 
Arsenici  albi  laevigati  drach.  j 
Florum  sulphuris  scrup.  v. 

The  crow’s-foot  and  dog’s-fennel  being  fresh 
gathered  and  bruised,  the  other  ingredients  are 
to  be  added,  and  the  whole  beaten  into  a paste. 
This  is  to  be^rmed  into  balls  and  dried  in  the 
sun.  When  used,  they  are  directed  to  be  pow- 
dered, mixed  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and  ap- 
plied, on  a piece  of  pig’s  bladder,  to  the  surface 
of  the  cancer.  In  this  state  the  caustic  is  to 
remain,  till  the  eschar  separates  spontaneously. 
In  using  this,  which  is  the  celebrated  cancer 
remedy  of  Mr.  Plunkett,  great  circumspection  is 
at  all  times  necessary,  particularly  in  applying  it 
to  cancers  of  the  nose  or  lips,  on  account  of  the 
danger  of  swallowing  a portion  of  the  arsenic. 

This  caustic  has  been  successfully  employed 
by  Mr.  Blicke,  with  a view  of  exciting  a new 
action  in  those  troublesome  sores,  which  some- 
times surround  the  root  of  the  nail  ; and  which 
in  general,  are  found  to  be  extremely  dilEcult  of 
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CAUSTICUM  OPIATUM. 

R Calcis  cum  kali  puro  drach.  iij 
Opii  pulverizati  drach.  ss. 

Saponis  mollis  vulgaris  q.  s. 

The  caustic  powder  and  the  opium  being  mix- 
ed together,  are  to  be  formed  into  a paste  with 
the  soap. 

This' is  the  caustic  employed  by  the  late  Mr. 
Else,  of  St,  Thomas’s  Hospital,  in  the  radical 
cure  of  the  hydrocele.  The  mode  of  using  it,  is 
by  applying  to  the  lower  and  anterior  part  of 
the  tumour,  a common  adhesive  plaster,  spread 
on  leather,  and  consisting  of  several  folds  or 
thicknesses,  through  which  is  made  a circular 
hole,  or  well,  for  the  reception  of  the  paste.  This 
is  suffered  to  lie  on  for  eight  or  ten  hours ; at  the 
end  of  which  time,  without  having  given'the  pa- 
tient much  pain,  it  will  be  found  to  have  pene- 
trated down  to  the  tunica  vaginalis ; and  the 
remaining  treatment  consists  only  in  applying 
poultices  till  the  escar  sloughs,  the  water  is  eva- 
cuated, and  the  cure  completed.  It  may  not  be 
improper  however  to  add,  that  the  application  of 
kali  purum  answers  equally  well  in  the  cure  of 
the  hydrocele,  and  the  pain  it  occasions  is 'in- 
considerable. 
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CERATUM  CALOM^LANOS. 

R Calomelanos  drach.  j 

Cerati  lapidis  calaminaris  unc.  ss  miscc. 

This  is  a good  occasional  application  to  ul- 
cers, and  is  more  particularly  serviceable  in  those 
of  a venereal  kind,  when  previously  |:leansed  by 
caustic  or  irritating  remedies. 

CERATUM  CANTHARIDIS.  (L) 

R Cerati  spermatis  ceti  drach.  vj 
Cantharidum  dpch.  j. 

The  ceratt?  being  softened  by  the  fire,  the 
cantharides,  powdered,  are  to  be  mixed  with  it. 

The  use  of  this,  is  merely  to  keep  up  a dis- 
charge from  blisters. 

CERATUM  CRET^  ACETAT.E.  COM- 
POSITUM. 

R Emplastri  lithargyri  unc.  viij 
• Oiei  olivae 
Cretae  prseparatae 
Aceti  distillati  sing.  unc.  iv 
Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  unc.  ss. 

The  litharge  plaster  and  the  oil  having  been 
melted  together,  are  to  be  incorporated  with*  the 
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prepared  chalk.  When  the  mixture  is  suffici- 
ently cooled,  the  water  of  acetated  litharge  is  to 
be  mixed  with  the  distilled  vinegar,  and  the 
whole  gradually  stirred  in. 

This  is  Dr.  Kirkland’s  neutral  cerate^  a reme- 
dy much  employed  in  his  practice,  and  in  great 
repute  as  an  application  to  inflamed  parts  and  to 
ulcers.  It  may  indeed  be  considered  a very  neat 
and  efficacious  remedy. 

CERATUM  HYDRARGYRI. 

R Cerae  flavae 

Adipis  suillas  sing.  lib.  ss 
Hydrargyri  purificati  unc.  iij 
Olei  sulphurati  drach.  j. 

The  quicksilver  being  well  rubbed  down  with 
the  sulphurated  oil,  and  the  wax  and  lard  melted 
together,  the  latter  mixture  is  to  be  gradually 
added  and  stirred  into  the  former,  so  as  to  ensure 
a complete  division  of  the  particles  of  quicksil- 
ver through  the  whole  composition. 

This  is  the  ceratum  mercuriale  of  the  late  Lon- 
don Dispensatory,  and  seems  to  have  been  ex- 
punged by  the  College  without  any  good  reason, 
ars  it  is  still  in  repute  with  the  best  practitioners 
as  a remedy  for  old  ulcers.  It  h'as  a very  good 
effect,  when  employed  as  an  outer  dressing,  in 
softening  their  callous  edges,  and  restoring  the 


PHARMACOPOEIA 


3B 

discoloured  skin,  which  usually  surrounds  them, 
to  an  healthy  state, 

CERATUM  HYDRARGYRI  NITRATE 
R Unguenti  hydrargyri  nitrati 

Cerati  spermatis  ceti  sing.  ung.  ij  misce. 

This  composition,  which  is  employed  at  St, 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  is  designed  as  an  ap- 
plication to  scrofulous  or  phagedaenic  ulcers. 

CERATUM  LAPIDIS  CALAMINARIS. 

(L) 

R Lapidis  calaminaris  praeparati 
Cerae  flavae,  sing.  lib.  ss 
Olei  olivae  lib.  j. 

Melt  the  wax  and  oil  together,  and  when  suf-., 
ficiently  cool,  stir  in  the  calaminaris.  This  is 
well  known  as  an  application  supposed  to  pro- 
mote the  cicatrization  of  ulcers,  but  whether  it 
really  does  so  may  be  doubted  after  Mr.  Home’s 
account  of  the  trials  made  with  its  leading  in- 
gredient. 

Mr.  Hom.e  says,  Lapis  calaminaris,  in  the 
form  of  powder,  has  had  a character  with  seve- 
ral surgeons  for  having  the  power  of  disposing 
superficial  sores  to  skin  over,  I used  it  in  a great 
many  instances,  and  no  one  circumstance  has  oc- 
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curred,  from  which  I could  conclude  in  favour 
of  its  efficacy.’’ 

Whether  the  other  ingredients  in  this  compo- 
sition exclusively  possess  the  properties  attri- 
buted to  the  whole,  which  -is  by  no  means  likely  ; 
whether  any  good  quality  is  imparted  to  them  by 
the  calamine ; or  whether  the  mechanical  effects 
of  the  latter  are  abated,  and  thus  rendered  more 
soothing  to  the  surface  of  an  ulcer  than  could  be 
expected  from  its  application  in  the  form  of 
powder^”  are  points  which  remain  to  be  ascer- 
tained. 

CERATUM  LAPIDIS  CALAMINARIS 
GUM  HYDRARGYRO. 

R Cerati  lapidis  calaminaris  lib.  ss 

Hydrargyri  nitrati  rubri  unc.  ss  misce. 

The  red  nitrated  quicksilver  should  ht  very 
finely  levigated,  and  mixed  with  the  cerate. 

This  application  answers  remarkably  well,  in 
bringing  about  an  healthy  appearance  in  slug- 
gish and  ill  conditioned  ulcers. 

CERATUM  LITHARGYRI. 

R Emplastrum  lithargyri 
Adipis  suillae  sing.  lib.  ss 
Cerae  flavae  unc.J 
Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  unc.  iv* 
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In  preparing  this  cerate,  the  three  first  ingre- 
dients must  be  melted  together,  and  when  almost 
cold,  the  water  of  acetated  litharge  is  to  be  gra- 
dually incorporated,  stirring  the  whole  till  'per- 
fectly cold. 

It  is  a useful  remedy  for  superficial  sores, 
or  as  an  external  dressing  to  ulcers  whose  edges 
are  inflamed. 

CERATUM  LITHARGYRI  ACETATI 
COMPOSITUM.  (L) 

Be  Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  unc.  iss 
Cerae  flavae  unc.  iv 
Oiei  olivae  unc.  ix 
Camphorse  drach.  ss. 

In  preparing  this,  the  camphor  is  to  be  rub- 
bed down  with  a little  oil,  and  added  gradually 
to  the  other  ingredients  when  they  are  become 
nearly  cold. 

CERATUM  MELLIS. 

R Olei  olivae 

Mellis  despumati  sing,  lib,  Ss 
Cerae  flavae 

Emplastri  lithargyri  sing.  unc.  iv. 

The  oil,  wax,  and  litharge  plaster,  are  to  be 
melted  together,  and  the  honey  afterwards  added. 
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This  cerate  is  employed  at  St.  Bartholbmew’s 
Hospital,  and  appears  to  be  well  calculated  for 
strumous  sores,  or  for  ulcers  that  require  a degree 
of  stimulus. 

By  substituting  for  the  last  article  six  ounces 
of  Emplastrum  lithargyri  cum  gummi^  we  form  a 
remedy,  in  very  high  repute  in  Lancashire,  for  the 
cure  of  scrofulous  sores,  those  especially  which 
we  often  see  between  the  fingers  and  toes  of 
young  children. 

CERATUM  MELLIS  CUM  TEREBIN- 
THINA. 

Ec  Terebinthinse  vulgaris  lib.  j 
Ovorum  vitellos  No.  xx 
Mellis  despumati  lib.  j. 

The  eggs  and  the  honey  are  to  be  beaten  toge- 
ther ; and  the  turpentine,  a little  softened  by  the 
fire,  is  afterwards  to  be  joined. 

This  is  an  old  formula  from  Paracelsus.  Cases 
now^and  then  occur,  in  which  such  a remedy 
may  be  very  suitable. 

CERATUM  RESINiE  FLAV^.  (L) 

Be  Unguenti  resinae  flavas  lib.  ss 
Cerse  flavae  unc.  j. 

These  are  to  be  melted  together  in  the  usual 
way. 
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CERATUM  RUBRUM. 

Be  Cerae  flavse 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  sing.  lib.  ss 

Resinae  flavae  unc.  ss 

Hydrargyri  sulphurati  rubri  gran,  xv. 

This  forms  a cheap  and  elegant  cerate  for  ex- 
ternal dressings. 

CERATUM  SALIS  CORNU  CERVL 

Be  Salis  cornu  cervi  drach.  ss 
Unguenti  cerae  unc.  ss  misce. 

This  cerate  was  occasionally  employed,  at  one 
of  the  London  Dispensaries,  as  an  application  to 
scrofulous  sores,  and  often  with  very  good  effect. 

On  account  of  the  volatile  nature  of  the  prin- 
cipal ingredient,  it  should  either  be  mixed  at 
the  time  of  using,  or  kept  from  the  air  in  a screw- 
covered  ivory  box. 

In  some  instances  these  proportions  stimulate 
too  much,  and  must  be  regulated  according  to 
the  sensibility  of  the  sore. 

CERATUM  SAPONIS.  a; 

Be  Lithargyri  laevigati  lib.  j 
Aceti  cong.  j 
Saponis  unc.  viij 
Olei  olivae  v 
Cerae  flavae  sing.  lib.  j. 
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This  is  ih.t  soap  cerate  of  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital,  and  adopted  by  the  College.  In  pre- 
paring it,  the  utmost  caution  must  be  used. 
The  three,  first  ingredients  are  to  be  mixed  toge- 
ther and  boiled  gently  till  all  the  moisture  is 
evaporated ; after  which,  the  wax  and  oil,  pre- 
viously melted  together,  must  be  added.  The 
whole  composition,  from  first  to  last,  must  be 
incessantly  and  effectually  stirred,  without  which 
the  whole  will  be  spoiled.  This  formula  was  in- 
troduced into  practice  by  Mr.  Pott,  and  is  found 
to  be  a very  convenient  application  in  fractures, 

I and  also  as  an  external  dressing  for  ulcers  ; being 
j of  a very  convenient  degree  of  adhesiveness,  and 
at  the  same  time-  possessing  the  usual  properties 
j of  a saturnine  remedy. 

! In  applying  this  cerate,  spread  on  linen,  in 
I fractures  of  the  leg  or  arm,  one  caution  is  ne- 
I cessary  to  be  observed,  namely,  that  it  be  in  two 
I distinct  pieces  ; for  if,  in  one  piece,  the  limb  be 
encircled  by  it,  and  the  ends  overlap  each  other, 
it  will  form  a very  inconvenient  and  partial  con- 
striction of  the  fractured  part,  in  consequence  of 
the  subsequent  tumefaction. 

CERATUM  SPERMATIS  CETL  (L) 

R Speimatis  ceti  unc.  ss 
Cerae  albae  unc.  ij 
Olei  olivae  unc.  iv. 
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The  uses  of  this  simple  formula  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  The  ingredients,  when  melted, 
should  be  constantly  stirred  till  they  become 
cold. 

CEREI  MEDICATI. 

These  bougies  are  calculated  to  act  medici^^ 
nally  on  strictures  in  the  urethra,  but  there  ex- 
ists a serious  objection  to  all  that  are  composed 
of  very  active  ingredients,  namely,  that  the 
healthy,  no  less  than  the  unsound  parts  of  the 
urethra,  are  exposed  to  their  effects,  and  may 
become  diseased  in  proportion  as  the  diseased 
parts  become  sound.  For  these  reasons,  and 
because  of  the  impossibility  of  medicating  so 
much  and  no  more  of  the  bougie  than  comes 
in  contact  with  the  stricture,,  surgeons  have, 
for  the  most  part,  given  up  the  use  of  them. 
The  following  however  are  the  formulae  that 
have  been  most  in  repute. 

No.  I. 

R Olei  olivae  lib.  j 
Cerae  flavae 

Picis  burgundicae  sing.  unc.  iv 
Spermatis  ceti  unc.  ij 
Emplastri  diabotani  (Pharm.  Parisian.) 
unc.j. 

Besides  these  ingredients  directed  by  Mr. 
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Daran,  are  the  absurd  additions,  of  a living 
pigeon  plucked  and  half  a pint  of  port  wine. 
These,  together  with  the  oil,  are  (not  less  hu^ 
inanely  than  scientifically)  ordered  to  be  boiled 
together,  adding,  after  the  pigeon  is  taken  out, 
the  remaining  ingredients,  and  last  of  all  from 
two  to  sixteen  drams  (according  to  the  degree 
of  causticity  required)  of  the  burnt  sole  of  a 
shoe,  finely  powdered. 

No.  II. 

Ec  Cerse  albae  unc.  iv 
Spermatis  ceti  unc.  iss 
Unguenti  rosati,  et 
Emplastri  cerussae  (Pharm.  Parisian.) 
sing.  unc.  j. 

These  being  melted  together,  form  the  com- 
position of  which  Mr.  Daran  made^  what  he 
called,  his  emollient  and  healing  bougies.  If  it 
prove  of  too  hard  a consistence,  we  are  directed 
to  add  a small  quantity  of  oil  of  almonds. 

No.  III. 

R Emplastri  lithargyri  burgundici  unc.  ij 
Hydrargyri  purificati  unc.  j 
Olei  sulphurati  q.  s. 

Antimonii  prseparati  unc.  ss. 
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The  quicksilver  is  to  be  extinguished  in  the 
sulphurated  oil,  and  added  to  the  other  ingre- 
dients when  sufficiently  cooled.  This  is  the 
bougie  composition  of  the  late  Mr.  Samuel 
Sharp. 

No.  IV. 

Be  Hydrargyri  purificati  drach.  iij 
Plumbi  drach.  ij 
Antimonii  prseparati  unc.  j. 

Cerae  flavae  lib.  j. 

An  amalgam  is  to  be  formed  with  the  quick- 
silver and  lead,  and  the  other  ingredients  after- 
wards added. 

No.  V. 

R Cerae  flavae  lib. 

Terebinthinae  chiae  unc.  iv 
Hydrargyri  sulphurati  rubri  unc.  j. 

The  wax  and  turpentine  being  melted  toge- 
ther and  suffered  to  cool  ^ little,  the  red  sul- 
phurated quick silvq*  is  afterwards  to  be  stirred 
in.  This  and  the  preceding  formula,  are  among 
the  prescriptions  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital. 

Some  surgeons  have  preferred  the  common' 
plaster  bougie  with  a little  red  nitrated  quick- 
silver, or  some  other  escharotic,  rubbed  upon, 
or  rather  incorporated  with,  the  small  end, 
which  they  have  afterwards  endeavoured  to 
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pass  into  the  stricture.  But  the  objections  to 
this  method  are  obvious. 

CEREI  SIMPLICES. 

Simple  bougies,  or  those  designed  to  act  me- 
chanically on  strictures  in  the  urethra,  have 
been  prepared  from  various  receipts  which  it  is 
scarcely  worth  while  to  enumerate  ; the  ingre- 
dients being,  for  the  most  part  alike,  but  differ- 
ing in  their  proportions.  We  shall  therefore 
confine  our  account  to  the  following  composi- 
tions, the  former  of  which  is  recommended  by 
Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  I. 

Be  Olei  olivae  lib.  iij 
Cerae  flavae  lib.  j 
Minii  lib.  iss. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  together  over  a slow  fire 
for  six  hours.  Bougies  made  with  this  composi- 
tion will  be  found  much  too  soft  for  immediate 
use,  but  after  keeping  some  months,  will  acquire 
sufficient  firmness.  If  this  be  an  objection 
however,  it  may  easily  be  removed  and  the  plas- 
ter made  of  a stiffer  consistence,  by  adding  two 
or  three  ounces  more  wax  and  the  like  quantity 
of  minium,  and  continuing  the  boiling  till  the 
latter  is  dissolved. 

• Bougies  ought  to  be  smooth  and  supple,  and 
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yet  of  sufficient  firmness  to  admit  of  being 
pretty  strongly  urged  by  the  hand  of  the  sur- 
geon, without  bending  or  twisting  in  the  ure- 
thra. They  are  formed  of  narrow  slips  of  thin 
linen  rag,  which,  after  being  equally  dipped 
into  the  melted  composition,  are  firmly  folded 
up  and  afterwards  rolled  on  a marble  slab  till 
their  surface  is  perfectly  uniform.  Their  shape 
should  be  nearly  equal  except  towards  the 
point,  which  should  taper  very  gradually  for 
about  the  length  of  an  inch. 

A tolerably  good  composition  for  bougies 
may  also  be  formed  with  litharge  plaster  and 
yellow  wax,  to  which  may  be  added,  a small 
quantity  of  red  sulphurated  quicksilver.  The 
following  formula  is  from  Swediaur. 

No.  II. 

R Cerae  flavae  lib.  j 

Spermatis  ceti  drach.  iij 
Cerussas  acetatae  drach.  ij  ad  viij.  ^ 

These  are  to  be  boiled  together  as  in  the  for- 
mer instance,  and  the  proportion  of  acetated 
ceruse  regulated  according  as  the  bougies  are 
desighed  to  be  of  a firmer  or  a weaker  consist- 
ence. When  cf  a large  size  they  should  always 
be  of  the  latter  description,  that  they  may  the 
more  readily  conform  to  the  shape  of  the  passage 
when  introduced. 
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Mr.  Bell  has  given  us  the  following  still  more 
simple  formula  for  the  composition,  of  bougies. 

No.  HI, 

R Emplastri  liihargyri.u^nc.  iv. 

Ceras  flavse  unc.  iss 
Olei  oliv^  drach.  iij» 

We  are' directed  to  melt  the  wax  and  oil  in 
one  vessel,  and  the  litharge  plaster  in  another, 
and  afterwards  to  mix  them  together.  Possibly  by 
this  precaution,, and  by  melting  the  plaster  very 
gradually,  we  may  prevent  the  great  number  of 
air-bubbles  which  generally  are  let  loose  in  this 
kind  of  composition,  and  which  prove  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  in  dipping  the  strips  of 
linen. 

Bougies  are  likewise  formed  of  catgut,  a sub- 
.stance  well  calculated  to  penetrate  a strictured 
part  in  the  first  instance,  as  it  admits  of  being 
made  smaller  than  the  plaster  bougie  and  yet 
possesses  a sufficient  degree  of  elasticity  and 
strength  to  allow  of  being  pushed  forward  with 
some  force. , Catgut  bougies  are  also  well  cal- 
culated to  pass  through  an  aperture  which  takes 
a winding  sort  of  direction,  a case  in  which  the^,. 
common  bougie  very  frequently  fails.  They 
do  less  however  towards  dilating  the  stricture 
than  is  generally  supposed,  as  they  soon  become  x 
D 


PHARMACOPOEIA 


5^ 

soft  and  flabby,  and  in  that  state,  rather  yield  to  ■ 
the  pressure  of  the  stricture,  than  produce  the 
effect  of  dilating  jfl  ^ 1 

A later  invention,  in  which  catgut  is  involved 
in  elastic  gum, . is  also  a valuable  improve- 
ment  in  the  composition  of  simple  bougies. 
The  gum  defends  the  catgut  fiom  the  moisture  ^ 
of  the  urethra,  and  renders  the  bougie  pliant  in 
all  its  parts,  whilst  a very  suitable  degree  of 
firmness  results  from  the  intermixture  of  the 
catgut.  Some  inconvenience  however  arises  . 
from  the  coat  of  varnish  with  which  these  bou- 
gies have  been  covered ; the  urethra  being  sub- 
ject to  very  considerable  irritation  from  this 
cause,  especially  when  it  has  been  necessary  to 
retain  the  bougie  for  any  length  of  time. 

But  superior  to  these,  in  certain  cases,  is  the 
metallic  bougie  of  Mr.  Smyth,  which  unites  the 
Jiexible  property  of  lead  to  the  ivhite  lustre  of  silver. 

It  appears  to  be  made  of  tinfoil  metal  ^ which  is 
wrought  into  bougies  solid  and  hollow,  or  into 
catheters  for  either  sex.  Some  surgeons  prefer  ^ 
tht  forcible  dilatation  of  a stricture,  producing  a J 
degree  of  laceration  which  shall  admit  a bougie  ^ 
corresponding  to  the  full  dimensions  of  the  ure- 
thra in  its  soundest  part.  Where  this  is  thought  ^ 
expedient,  the  solid  metallic  bougie,  on  which,  | 
notwithstanding  its  easy  flexibility,  the  parts  | 
to  be  so  penetrated  are  unable  to  make  any  im- 
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prcssion,  is  ^the  most  suitable  instrument  for 
the  purpose.  But  th^y  are  no  less  perfectly 
adapted  for  the  usual  purposes  to  which  bougies 
have  been  applied,  and  particularly  for  the  ori- 
ginal examination  of  the  urethra,  to  ascertain  the 
seat  of  a stricture. 

By  the  way,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  practice  of  keeping  the  bougie 
in,  as  formerly  directed  by  Mr.  Sharp  and  others, 
for  several  hours  together,  has  been  relinquished 
many  years,  on  account  of  the  injury  supposed 
to  be  done  by  it  to  the  functions  of  the  musculi 
acceleratores  urinae.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  now 
the  practice  with  many  surgeons  to  order  the 
bougie  to  be  worn  only  ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
at  a time ; but  there  certainly  are  cases  where 
this  treatment  must  be  ineffectual.  Our  best  ge- 
neral guide  however  is,  the  patient’s,  feelings  5 
both  as  to  the  size  of  the  bougie,  the  frequency 
of  its  application,  and  the  time  it  should  remain 
in  the  strictured  part ; for  if,  by  an  excess  in  any 
of  these  particulars,  we  occasion  a great  degree 
of  irritation^  we  infallibly  bring  on  spasm  and 
retard  the  cure. 

The  treatment  of  strictures  by  caustic,  has 
been  spoken  of  under  the  article  argentum  nitra^ 
tum^ 

CERUSSA  ACETATA.  (L) 

This  is  a good  escharotic  for  thfe  cure  of 
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shankers,  for  which  purpose  it  is  only  necessary 
to  sprinkle  them  lightly  and  cover  them  with 
lint. 

Solutions  of,  this  preparation,  have  been  used 
in  a variety  of  cases  by  way  of  collyrium,  lotion, 
8cc^  On  this  it  is  perhaps  only  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Fordyce,  that 
these  combinations  are  not  by  many  degrees  so 
powerful,  as  those  in  which  the  aqua  lithargyri 
acetati  is  an  ingredient. 

CINCHONA. 

The  variety  of  forms  in  which  this  remedy  is 
exhibited,  and  its  great  importance  in  surgical 
diseases,  render  the  mention  of  it  in  these  pages, 
a matter  of  indispensable,  necessity. 

In  all  cases  where  the  constitution  is  to  be  sus- 
tained against  the  injuries  of  local  disease,  we  are 
to  avail  ourselves  of  its  assistance,  but  more 
particularly  in  mortifications,  where  the  powerjs 
of  the  system  appear  to  be  on  the  decline.  In 
these,  as  indeed  in  every  case,  it  should  be  ex- 
hibited in  substance,  and  in  as  large  a quantity 
as  the  stomach  will  bear,  till  the  object  of  its  be* 
ing  giv§n  is  accomplished. 

Dr.  Cullen’s  remarks  on  the  use  of  Cinchona 
in  surgical  diseases  are  well  worth  a place  in.  this 
article.  Bark  (says  he)  is  also  employed  in 
gangrene  and  mortification.  Its  efficacy  is  now 
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sufficiently  established  by  universal  consent.  If 
any  doubt  remain  of  its  virtue  where  the  ill  suc- 
cess has  not  arisen  from  mismanagement,  it  may 
perhaps  be  thus  explained.  There  are  properly 
two  kinds  of  gangrene  ; the  one  kind  arising 
from  the  violence  of  inflammation  purely,  the 
Other  from  a flaccidity  of  the  vessels  of  the  part, 
or  at  the  same  time  an  atonia  of  the  whole 
system.  Every  body  knows  the  first ; the  last 
is  what  occurs  in  hydropic,  paralytic,  or  old 
people.  It  is  in  the  last  the  bark  seems  peculi- 
arly appropriated,  and  very  seldom,  in  these 
cases,  if  given  in  a proper  dose,  does  it  fail  to 
bring  on  a suppurative  inflammation,  and  sepa- 
rate the  mortified  part.  In  purely  iiiftammatory 
gangrene,  if  it  has  not  been  successful,  it  is 
from  improper  exhibition,  and  the  reason  is 
obviously  this,  that  the  bark,  acting  giving 
tone  to  the  moving  fibres,  must  certainly  be 
hurtful  where  that  is  already  so  much  encreased 
by  disease.” 

He  observes,  farther,  that  the  Peruvian  bark 
does  not  operate  by  its  aroma  ; for  the  pulse,  by 
it,  is  not  increased  above  its  healthy  standard  ; 
and  although  it  takes  off  flaccidity,  yet  it  does 
not  irritate  the  heart  and  vessels.  It  is  necessary 
to  observe  this  in  order  to  talk  of  the  cure  by 
suppuration.  Where  suppuration  is  wanting,  it 
depends  very  often  on  the  flaccidity  of  the  part. 
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In  this  case  it  is  brought  on  by  stimulants  applkd 
to  the  part.  It  is  in  this  manner  that  I think 
all  the  balsamic  substances  act,  and  likewise 
copper,  and  mercury,  viz.  in  restoring  the  tone  > 
of  the  flaccid  fibres.  In  the  same  way,  in  stag- 
nating, ichorous,  and  sanious  ulcers,  the  bark  ^ 
mends  the  suppuration  and  brings  on  a kindly 
healing  of  the  sore. 

The  bark  has  been  said  to  cure  cancers,  but 
in  all  of  these  its  eflects  are  not  remarkable  ; 
and  we  are  indeed  liable  to  be  deceived,  as,  very 
often,  where  there  is  an  ulcer  mali  nioris^  it  is 
apt  to  be  confounded  with  cancer.  But  even 
in  cancers  I have  seen  its  good  effects,  and  the 
matter  mended  by  its  use  ; and  ulcers  pesslmi 
zuoris  I have  seen  cured  by  it.  In  short,  where- 
ver a suppuration  is  to  be  carried  on,  not  in  its 
own  nature  inflammatory  4 and  wherever,  in  such 
cases,  there  is  a tendency  to  the  sinking  of  the 
vis  vitcE  the  bark  is  useful,** 

To  this  account,  which  sufficiently  evinces 
the  principle  on  which  Cinchona  should  be  ad- 
ministered in  surgical  diseases,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  add,  that  the  end  in  view  may  frequently 
be  very  essentially  promoted,  by  giving  stimu* 
lants  along  with  it ; and,  in  certain  cases,  as  the 
mortification  of  the  toes  and  feet  in  old  peoples 
opium. 
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COLLYRIUM  ALUMINIS. 

R Aluminis  purificati  scrap,  j 
, Aquae  rosae  unc.  vj. 

The  alum  being  dissolved  in  the  rose-water 
makes  a good  astringent  collyrium.  It  is  in  use 
at  Guy’s  Hospital. 

COLLYRIUM  AMMONIA  ACETATiE. 

R Aquae  ammoniae  acetatae 

Aquae  rosae  sing.  unc.  j.  misce. 

This  is  a most  useful  application  to  inflamed 
eyes,  where  there  is  an  high  degree  of  irritation 
and  pain,  and  will  often  succeed  when  other 
collyria  have  been  ineffectually  tried, 

In  this,  as  in  the  application  of  all  fluid  reme- 
dies to  the  eye,  it  is  of  importance  to  bring 
them  into  contact  with  the  part,  and  even  to 
suffer  them  to  pass  between  the  eyelids.  They 
are  therefore  most  effectually  .applied  with  the 
assistance  of  that  useful  vessel  called  an  eye-cup  ; 
or,  where  the  more  permanent  application  of 
the  remedy  is  requisite,  single  bits  of  fine  linen 
rag  may  be  dipped  into  the  liquid  and  laid  one 
over  another  ; the  outer  pieces  being  occasion- 
ally taken  off  and  dipped  afresh  as  the  fluid 
evaporates. 
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In  some  cases,  the  aqua  ammonix  acetatx 
may  be  used  undiluted. 

COLLYRIUM  AMMONIdE  ACETATdE 
CAMPHORATUM. 

R Collyrii  ammonix  acetatae 

Misturx  camphoratx  sing.  unc.  ij  miscc. 

COLLYRIUM  AMMONITE  ACETATE 
CUM  CERUSSA. 

R Collyrii  ammonix  acetatx  unc.  iv 

Pulveris  cerussx  composite  drach.  j 
misce, 

COLLYRIUM  AMMONITE  ACETATiE 
OPIATUM. 

R Collyrii  ammonix  acetatx  unc.  iv 
Tincturx  opii  gutt.  xl  misce. 

This  is  most  suitable  in  an  inflamed  state’of 
the  eye,  when  the  pain  is  considerable. 

COLLYRIUM  CERUSSiE. 

R Pulveris  cerussx  compositi  drach.  j 
Aqux  rosx  unc.  iv  misce.  , 

This  is  in  use  at  Guy^s  Hospital. 
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COLLYRIUM  CUPRI  AMMONIATI. 

R yEruginis  praeparatSe  gran,  iv 
Ammonias  muriatas  drach.  ss 
Aquae  calcis  recentis  unc.  viij  misce. 

This  is  the  aqua  cupri  ammoniati  of  the  New 
London  Pharmacopoeia,  but  prepared  after  that 
of  Edinburgh  with  regard  to  the  manner  of  in- 
troducing the  copper. 

It  is  useful,  as  a general  collyrium,  after  the  in- 
flammatory stage  of  ophthalmia  ; but  it  is  more 
particularly  calculated  for  the  removal  of  slight 
specks  on  the  cornea ; in  which  case,  its  intro- 
duction into  the  eye  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary. 

In  some  cases  it  is  necessary  to  dilute  it  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  distilled  water. 

COLLYRIUM  CUPRI  VITRIOLATI 
CAMPHORATUM. 

R Aquae  cupri  vitriolati  camphoratse 
drach,  ij 

Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iv  misce. 

This  is  strongly  recominended  by  Mr.  Ware  in 
the  treatment  of  purulent  ophthalmia  in  chil- 
dren. 
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COLLYRIUM  FLORUM  ZINCI. 

R Florum  zinci  scrap,  j 

Aquae  florum  sambuci  unc.  ij  misce^ 

This  is  an  elegant  and  useful  formula  of  pro- 
fessor De  Haen.. 

COLLYRIUM  HYDRARGYRI  MURI- 
ATI  CUM  CALCE. 

R Calcis  vivas  drach.  ij 

Hydrargyri  muriati  scrup..  j; 

Aquae  distillatae  lib.  j. 

The  water  being  made  boiling  hot,  the  muri- 
ated  quicksilver  is  to  be  dissolved  in  it,  after 
which  the  quick  lime  is  to  be  added^  When  the 
whole  is  completely  mixed,  the  clear  liquor  is.  to. 
be  filtered  through  paper,  in  a glass  funnel,  for 
use.  - 

This  collyrium,  though  apparently  composed 
of  very  active  materials,  is  not  of  a stronger 
quality  than  the  eye  can,  in  most  instances,  dis?- 
pense  with.  In  fact,  the  different  elective  at- 
tractions which  operate  in  the  mixture  of  the 
lime  with  the  solution  of  muriated  quicksilver, 
are  such  as  produce  a new  chemical  arrangement, 
in  which  the  activity  of  the  ingredients  is  mutu- 
ally diminished.  Experience  at  least  proves^ 
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that  this  formula,  originally  suggested  by  Mr. 
Coleman,  is  exceedingly  well  calculated  for  the 
removal  of  opacities  of  the  transparent  cornea. 

COLLYRIUM  HYDRARGYRI  MURI-. 
ATI. 

R Liquoris  hydrargyri  muriati  gutt.  j 
Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iv  misce. 

This  resembles  the  colly rium  eupri  ammoni- 
ati  in  its  qualities,  and  may  be  weakened  or 
strengthened  at  pleasure,  by  varying  the  pro- 
portion of  muriated  quicksilver. 

COLLYRIUM  LITHARGYRI ACETATI. 
R Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iv 

Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  gutt.  x misce. 

COLLYRIUM  LITHARGYRI  ACEI^Wll 
CAMPHOR  ATUM, 

R Spiritus  camphorati  gutt.  xx 
Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  gutt.  x 
Aquge  distillatae  unc.  iv  misce. 

It  is  necessary  to  remark,  that  these  ingredi- 
ents are  to  be  put  together  in  the  order  set  downj> 
otherwise  the  camphor  will  be  separated^ 
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COLLYRIUM  OPIATUM. 

R Opii  in  pulverem  triti  gran,  j 
Camphorae  gran,  ij 
Aquas  ferventis  unc.  iv. 

The  opium  and  camphor  are  to  be  rubbed  to- 
gether, tl>e  hot  water  then  added,  and  the  liquor, 
lastly,  strained  through  a fine  cloth. 

This  collyrium  has  very  soothing  properties, 
and  is  suited  to  those  cases  of  ophthalmia  in 
which  there  is  a peculiar  degree  of  irritability. 

COLLYRIUM  ZINCI  VITRIOLATL 
R Zirici  vitriolati  gran.  v.  ad  x 
Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iv  misce. 

This,  which  is  one  of  the  formulae  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  is  also  in  use  there  as 
an  injection. 

COLLYRIUM  ZINCI  VITRIOLATI 
CAMPHORATUM. 

R Zinci  vitriolati  drach.  ss 
Camphorae  gran,  vj  ^ 

Pulveris  radicis  iridis  gran.  X 
Aquae’ r os ae  unc.  vj.  » 

This  is  one  of  the  formulae  used  in  the  Hos- 
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pital  of  invalids  at  Paris.  The'three  first  ingre- 
dients are  directed  to  be  beaten  in  a mortar  with 
the  white  of  a hard  boiled  egg,  but  for  what  pur- 
pose it  is  nor  easy  to  understand ; as  the  rose 
water  is  afterwards  to  be  added,  and  thexlear 
liquor  strained  off. 

The  following,  from  St.  Bartholomew’s,  is 
perhaps  equallygood,  though  much  less  complex 
in  the  preparation. 

No.  II. 

R Zinci  vitriolati  drach.  ss 
Camphor^  gran,  x 
Aquse  ferventis  unc.  vj. 

The  vitriolated  zinc  being  rubbed  with  the 
camphor  and  the  boiling  water  poured  on,  the 
clear  liquor  is  to  be  separated  by  filtration. 

There  are  few  better  collyria,  than  those  in 
which  vitriolated  zinc  forms  an  ingredient. 

CREMOR  LITHARGYRI  ACETATI. 

R Cremoris  lactis  unc.  j 

Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  drach.  j misce. 

This,  which  is  a composition  of  Dr.  Kirk- 
land’s, is  useful  in  ophthalmia,  and  also  in  exter- 
nal inflammation  ; in  which  cases  he  applies  it 
either  as  an  unguent,  or  spread  upon  linen. 
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Being  powerfully  sedative,  and  remarkable  for 
the  degree  of  cold  whicb  attends  its  application,, 
it  proves  likewise  an  admirable  remedy  for  slight 
burns  or  scalds* 

decoctum  astragali. 

Be  Radicis  astragali  exscapi  unc.  j 
Aquae  distil latae  lib.  iij. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  till  only  a quart  of 
fluid  remain  ; and  the  whole  is  to  be  taken,  a 
little  warmed,  in  the  course  of  twenty«four 
hours. 

This  remedy  w’as  tried  very  extensively  in 
Germany,  and  said  to  evince  very  powerful 
effects  as  an  anti-syphilitic.  An  account  of  it, 
and  of  the  author  of  a treatise  on  the  subject, 
are  to  be  met  with  in  the  London  Medical  Jour- 
nal, published  by  Dr.  Foart  Simmons. 

DECOCTUM  BARDANiE. 

R Radicis  bardanae  unc.  vj 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  vj. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  till  only  two  quarts 
remain. 

From  a pint  to  a quart  in  a day  is  given  in 
those  cases  where  sarsaparilla  and  other  reme- 
dies that  are  called  alterative,  are  supposed  ta 
be  requisite. 
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DECOCTUM  DULCAMARtE.  - 
R Stipitum  duleamarae  recentium  draeh, 

ij 

Aquae  distillatae  lib.  iv. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  away  to  a quart,  and 
strained. 

The  dose  is  half  a pint  in  twenty-four  hours, 
mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  milk.  This 
remedy  is  employed  in  inveterate  cases  of  scro- 
fula ; in  cancer  and  phagedaena  ; in  lepra,  and 
other  cutaneous  affections,  and  in  anomalous 
local  diseases  originating  in  venereal  lues. 

DECOCTUM  HELLEBORI  ALBI.  fLJ. 
R Pulveris  radicis  hellebori  aFbi  unc.  j 
Aquas  distillatae  lib.  ij 
Spiritus  vinosi  rectificati  unc.  ij. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  till  the  fluid  is  reduced 
one  half;  and  to  this,  when  cold,  the  rectified 
spirit  is  to  be  added. 

This  decoction  is  employed  as  a lotion  in 
cutaneous  diseases,  but  chiefly  in  the  itch,  which 
it  frequently  cures,  and  is  much  more  cleanly 
in  the  application  than  the  unguents  commonly 
used* 
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DECOCTUM  HORDEI  CUM  GUMMI. 

R Dccocti  hordei  lib.  ij 
Arabic!  gummi  unc.  j. 

The  gum  is  to  be  dissolved  in  the  barley  de- 
coction whilst  warm.  It  then  forms  a suitable 
diluent  in  strangury,  dysury,  &c,  for  the  gum, 
finding  a passage  into  the  bladder  in  an  unal- 
tered state,  mixes  with  the  urine,  and  prevents 
the  action  of  its  neutral  salts  on  the  urinary 
canal. 

DECOCTUM  LOBELIA. 

R Radicis  lobelias  syphiliticas  siccas  ma- 

j 

Aquae  distillatae  lib.  xij. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  in  the  usual  way  till 
only  four  quarts  remain. 

The  very  desirable  property  of  curing  the. 
venereal  disease  has  been  attributed  to  this  medi^ 
cine,  but  it  is  not  more  to  be  depended  on,  than 
guaiacum,  or  other  vegetable  substances,  of 
which  the  same  thing  has  been  aliedged. 

Th6  effects  of  this  decoction 'are  purgative, 
and  the  manner  of  taking  it,  as  described  by 
Swediaur,  is  as  follows.  The  patient  is  to  begin 
with  half  a pint  twice  a day.  The  same  quan- 
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tity  is  then  to  be  taken  four  times  a day  and  con- 
tinued so  long  as  its  purgative  effect  is  not  too 
considerable.  When  the  case  is  otherwise,  it 
is  to  be  discontinued  for  three  or  four  days  and 
then  had  recourse  to 'again  till  the  cure  is  com- 
pleted. 

As  this  is  a remedy  on  the  old'  system,  little 
confidence,  we  apprehend,  ought  to  be  placed 
in  it. 

DECOCTUM’  LUSITANICUM. 

No.  I. 

R Safsapatillae  concisse 
Ljgni  sassafras 
Ligni  santali  rubri 

Ligni  guaiaci  oMcinalis  sing.  unc.  iss 
Radicis  mezerei 

Seminum  coriandri  sing.  imc.  ss 
Aquae  distiliatae  iib.  x. 

Tliese  are  to  be  boiled  till  only  half  the  fluid 
remains.  The  dose  is  a quart  or  more  in  a day. 
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No.  II. 

R Sarsaparillae  concisae 
Ligni  santali  rtibri 
I.igni  santali  citrini  sing.  unc.  iss 
Radicis  glycyrrhizse 
Radicis  mezerei  sing,  drach.  ij 
Ligni  rhodii 

^ Ligni  guaiaci  officinalis 
Ligni  sassafras  sing.  unc.  ss 
Antimonii  unc.  j 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  v. 

These  ingredients  are  to  be  macerated  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  afterwards  boiled  till 
the  fluid  is  reduced  to  half  its  original  quantity. 
From  one  to  four  pints  are  given  daily. 

The  late  Mr.  Hunter  notices  this,  and  also  the 
following  formula,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Vene- 
real Disease. 

No.  III. 

R Sarsaparillae  concisae 

Radicis  chinae  sing.  unc.  j 
Nucum  juglandis  cortice  siccatarum 
No.  XX 

Antimonii  unc.  ij 

Lapidis  pumicis  pulverisati  unc.  j 

Aqua?  distillatae  lib.  x. 
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The  powdered  antimony  and  pumice  stone 
are  to  be  tied  in  separate  pieces  of  rag,  and 
boiled  along  with  the  other  ingredients. 

This  last  decoction  is  reckoned  to  be  the^ewM- 
ine  Lisbon  diet  drink,  whose  qualities  have  beeri 
the  subject  of  so  much  encomium. 

DECOCTUM  MEZEREI. 

R Radicis  mezerei  contusi  drach.  ij 
Radicis  glycyrrhizae  contusi  unc.  j 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  ij. 

The  mezereon  is  to  be  boiled  till  the  water  is 
reduced  one  half,  and  the  liquorice  added  a short 
time  before  it  is  taken  from  the  fire. 

This  decoction,  given  from  half  a pint  to  a 
pint  in  twenty-four  hours,  is  found  serviceable 
in  the  lues  venerea  ; but  it  is  more  immediately 
calculated  for  the  removal  of  strumous  affections, 
or  for  the  cure  of  those  mixed  venereal  cases 
where  mercury  has  acted  injuriously  on  the 
patient’s  constitution.  This  is  one  of  the  for« 
mulae  of  Guy’s  Hospital. 

DECOCTUM  QUERCUS. 

R Quercus  contusi  unc.  j 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  ij. 

These,  boiled  till  only  a pint  remains,  form 
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an  astringent  lotion  in  use  at  St,  Bartholomew's 
Hospital. 

It  is  a good  remedy  in  prolapsus  ani,  and  may 
be  used  also,  in  sorcie  cases,  as  an  injection, 

DECOCTUM  SAPONARIi®. 

R Herbae  saponariae  recentis  contusae  lib.  ss 
Aquae  distillatae  cong.  j. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  till  only  two  quarts 
of  fluid  remain. 

From  a pint  to  three  pints  or  two  quarts  are 
directed  to  be  taken,  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  in  venereal,  scrofulous,  or  impetigi- 
nous affections,  and,  it  is  said,  with  considerable 
good  effect. 

DECOCTUM  SARSAPARILLA  (L) 

Be  Radicis  sarsaparillse  incisae  unc*  vj 
Aquas  distiilatas  lib.  viij. 

These  are  ordered  to  be  macerated  in  a heat  of 
195  degrees,  for  two  hours ; after  which  the  sar- 
saparilla is  to  be  taken  out  and  bruised,  and  then 
mixed  again  with  the  decoction  and  macerated 
two  hours  longer.  It  is  then  to  be  reduced  by 
boiling  to  two  quarts,  and  strained. 
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DECOCTUM  SARSAPARILL.E  COM- 
POSITUM.  (L) 

R Radicis  sarsapariilae  incisae  et  contusae 
unc.  vj 

Gorticis  radicis  sassafras 
Ligni  guaiaci  rasi 

Radicis  glycyrrhizae  contusscsing.  unc.  j 
Gorticis  radicis  mezerei  drach.  iij 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  x. 

These  are  to  be  macerated  over  a slow  fire  for 
six  hours,  and  the  liquor  afterwards  reduced,  by 
boiling^  to  five  pints.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  process,  the  mezereon.  is  to  be  added,,  and  the 
decoction,  after  a short  time,  straiqed. 

This  and  the  foregoing  are  very  generally 
directed  in  venereal,  scrofulous,  and  herpetic 
affections.  The  dose  of  the  simple  decoction 
is  from  a pint  to  a, quart,  and  that  of  the  com- 
pound from  half  a pint  to  a pint  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

DEGOGTUM  ULMI.  (L) 

R Gorticis  interioris  ulmi  contusi  unc.  iv 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  iv. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  till  only  a quart  of 
fluid  remains.  This  decoction  is  occasionally 
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found  of  service  in  cutaneous  diseases,  and  may 
be  exhibited  in  the  dose  of  from  four,  or  six,  to 
eight  ounces,  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

ELECTRICITAS. 

Among  the  aids  of  surgery,  electricity  once 
held  a conspicuous  and  important  situation.  It 
has,  however,  met  with  a fate,  not  unusual  with 
remedies  too  much  cried  up  and  too  indiscrimi- 
nately employed  ; that  of  having  fallen,  in  a 
great  degree,  into  neglect. 

Whatever  its  effects,  however,  on  the  system 
may  be,  it  certainly  possesses  this  advantage  over 
other  topical  remedies,  that  it  may  be  made  to 
act  on  parts  very  remote  from  the  surface.  By 
its  application  in  repeated  shocks^  we  are  some- 
times able  to  restore  the  action  of  those  nerves, 
whose  diseases  may  have  impaired  the  senses; 
and  by  its  use  in  the  way  ol  friction^  or  by  draw- 
ing ^parks^  complaints  of  a more  superficial  na- 
ture are  removed. 

According  to  Mr.  Birch*,  the  applicati- 
ons  of  the  electric  fluid  to  the  diseases  of  the 
‘‘human  body,  may  be  all  comprised  under 
“ three  heads.  1st.  Under  the  form  of  radii ^ 
when  projected  from  a point.  2d.  That  of 
sparky  when  many  of  these  radii  are  concen- 

* See  the  late  G.  Adams’s  Essay  on  Electricity. 
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tered  on  a ball,  3d.  Under  that  of  a globe, 

‘‘  when  many  of  these  sparks  are  condensed  in 
a Leyden  jar.’^ 

Under  the  first  form,  electricity  is  very  ad- 
vantageously applied,  in  inflammation  of  the 
eye,  or  any  other  highly  sensible  part. 

Under  the  second,  its  action  may  be  service- 
able, in  cases  where  the  comm^on  skin  can  be 
stimulated  with  less  reserve ; as  in  local  in- 
flammations, sprains,  bruises,  contractions,  tu- 
mours, paralytic  affections,  &c. 

In  the  way  of  repeated  shocks,  it  is  likewise 
of  service  in  the  same  cases  ; and  is  usually  em- 
ployed alternately  with  the  other  forms  of  elec- 
tricity. 

, The  electrical  fluid,  as  a topical  remedy,  has 
been  chiefly  confined  to  the  following  diseases  ; 
viz,  superficial  inflammation,  ophthalmia,  gutta 
seren^,  deafness,  scrofulous  enlargements,  ano- 
malqus  tumours,  fistula  lachrymalis,  ulcer's, 
cutaneous  eruptions,  cancers,  and  abscesses. 

Instances  are  upon  record,  of  its  success,  in 
suddenly  restoring  the  sight  in  gutta  sercna, 
the  hearing  in  deafness,  and  the  speech  in 
dumbness,  even  of  many  years  continuance.  It 
is  indeed  the  performance  of  a miracle  of  this- 
sort  noiv  and  then,  that  has  led  us  to  expei^i, 
what  however  no  practitioner  ever  has  found  in 
it,  a remedy  uniform  in  its  good  effects.  It  is  pe- 
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culiar  perhaps  to  electricity,  that  it  will  some- 
times do  what  is  not  at  all  expected  from  it, 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  continually  dis- 
appointing us  in  our  common  int&tkions.  Per- 
haps the,  most  accurate  way  in  which  we  can 
speak  of  electricity  as  a remedy  in  local  alfec- 
'tions  is  that  suggested  by  Mr,  Abernethy,  viz. 
that  it  has  a tendency  to  promote  ivhatever  action 
or  process  happens  to  he  going  on  in  a diseased  part 
at  the  time  of  its  application. 

Amongst  the  means  employed  to  restore  the 
vital  functions,  in  cases  of  hanging,  drowning, 
&c.  electricity  possesses  a considerable  share  of 
importance  ; since,  by  proper  management,  the 
heart,  lungs,  brain  and  nerves,  &c.  may  be  sub- 
jected to  its  salutary  stimulus.  But  its  success 
.in  this,  and  indeed  every  instance,  will  depend 
on  the  perfection  of  the  apparatus  employed,  and 
the  judgment  of  ^he  operator  in  directing  the 
force  of  the  electric  fluid. 

In  the  venereal  disease^  tl&civxcity  is  said  to 
he  injurious  ; for  what  reason,  has  never  yet 
been  satisfactorily  explained  ; neither  indeed  is 
the  fact  itself  well  ascertained.  It  ought  to  be/ 
observed,  however,  that  there  is  a great  singu- 
darity  attends  its  use  in  those  persons  who  are 
under  the  effects  of  a mercurial  course.  In  these, 
the  shock,  or  even  the  spark,  is  attended  ^vith 
considerable  more  pain  than  in'  common  in- 
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stances  ; and  Mr.  Hunter  mentions  the  case  of  a 
person  on  whose  complaint  electricity  had  no 
effect,  till  mercury  was  administered,  after  which 
the  same  remedy  produced  a cure. 

The  discoveries  of  Galvani  on  the  peculiar 
electricity  of  animal  bodies,  may  possibly  throw 
some  light,  in  the  course  of  time,  on  the  modus 
opeyxindi  of  the  electrical  fluid.  At  pre*sentj 
we  are  not  acquainted  with  its  properties,  far- 
ther than  the  evidence  we  possess  of  its  action 
as  a stimulant, 

ELECTUARIUM  ANTIMONII. 

R''  Electuarii  sennae  unc,  j 
Guaiaci  gummi-resinse 
Hydrargyri  cum  sulphure 
Antimonii  praeparati  sing,  unc,  ss  ' 
Syrupi  simplicis  q,  s,  misce. 

Of  this,  from  a dram  or*  two  drams  is  given 
twice  a day,  in  those  cutaneous  diseases  which 
go  under  the  general  name  of  scorbutic.  It  is 
usually  accompanied  with  the  decoctions  of 
elm-bark  or  sarsaparilla, 

ELECTUARIUM  CARBONIS. 

R Carbonis;  Salissodae;  sing,  drach.  ij 
Electuarii  sennae  unc.  iv,  misce. 
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This  electuary  is  applicable  to  a great  variety 
of  purposes,  but  it  has  been  principally  employ- 
ed in  the  New  York  Hospital,  by  Drs.  Mitchell 
and  Miller,  in  scrofulous  cases.  It  is  said  also 
to  be  a most  pleasant  and  effectual  remedy  in  all 
cases  of  habitual  costiveness.  From  half  an 
ounce  to  two  ounces  are  given  twice  or  thrice  a 
day. 

ELECTUARIUM  CINCHON.E  CUM  N A- 
TRO. 

R Natri  pr^eparati  drach.  ij 
Pulveris  cinchonas  unc.  j 
Mucilaginis  arabici  gummi  q.  s misce. 

In  this  composition,  mucilage  is  preferred  to 
syrup,  on  account  of  its  covering  the  taste  of 
the  bark  much  more  advantageously.  It  should, 
for  this  purpose,  however,  be  made  thin,  other- 
wise it  will  increase  the  bulk  of  the  electuary 
too  much. 

This  remedy  will  be  found  an  excellent  substi- 
tute for  the  burnt  sponge,  whose  powers,  as  a 
remedy  in  scrofula,  are  proposed  solely  to  de- 
pend on  the  supportion  of  natron  contained  in  it. 
The  dose  is  two  drams  twice  or  thrice  a day. 
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ELECTUARIUM  OLIBANI. 

Ik  Gummi  olibani  pi^lverisati 
Balsami  copaibae  sing.  unc.  ss 
Conservae  cyr^osbati  unc.  j 
Syrupi  simplicis  q.  s.  misce. 

This  electuary  , is  in  use  at  Guy’s  Hospital, 
as  a remedy  for  gleets,  fluor  albus,  &c.  in  the 
dose  of  two  drams  twice  or  thrice  a day.  The 
olibanum  and  copaiba  probably  act,  in  these 
cases,  by  finding  a passage  into  the  urine  in  an 
unaltered  state,  a circumstance  very  common 
with  terebinthinate  remedies. 

ELECTUARIUM  SENN^  COMPOSI- 
TUM;  (L) 

R Electuarii  sennae  unc.  iij 
Radicis  jallapii  pulverisati 
Crystallorum  tarcari  sing,  drach.  ij 
Syrupi  spinae  cervinae  q.  s.  misce. 

This  electuary,  calculated  merely  to  act  as  a. 
moderate  purgative,  is  among  the  formulae  of 
Guy’s  Hospital. 

ELECTUARIUM  TEREBINTHIN.E. 

iJc  Terebinthinae  vulgaris  unc.  j 
Mellis  despumati  unc.  ij  misce. 
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This  is  given  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital 
in  gleets,  in  the  dose  of  a dram  t^Vice  or  thrice’  a 
day. 

EMBROCATIO  ALUMINIS. 

R Aluminis  drach.  ij 

Aceti, 

Spiritus  vinosi  tenuioris  sing.  lib.  ss. 

The  alum  is  to  be  dissolved  in  the  vinegar 
and  the  spirit  afterwards  added. 

This  is  an  admirable  remedy  for  chilblains, 
and  also  in  some  diseases  of  the  knee  and  other 
joints ; in  all  which  cases,  the  proper  mode  of 
applying  it,  is  by  means  of  linen  rags  kept  wet 
on  the  diseased  part. 

EMBROCATIO  AMMONITE. 

R Embrocationis  ammoniac  acetatae  cum 
sapone  unc.  ij 

Aquae  ammoniac  purae  drach.  ij  misce. 

This  is  an  excellent  application  to  sprained 
or  bruised  j.parts  where  the  inflammation  has- 
subsided.  By  augmenting  the  quantity  of  aqua 
ammonia  purae,  it  may  be  rendered  as  stimula- 
ting as  need,  in  any  case,  be  required. 
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EMBROCATIO  AMMONIA  ACETATiE 
CAMPHORATA. 

R Solutionis  saponis  cum  camphora, 

Aquae  ammoriiae  acetatae  sing.  unc.  j 
Aquse  ammoniae  purae  unc.  ss  misce. 

This  is  the  celebrated  remedy  sold  under  the 
name  of  Steers* s Opodeldoc » 

It  is  of  great  use  in  sprains,  p^articularly  after 
the  inflammation  and  tumefaction,  which  usually 
take  place,  have  been  subdued  by  other  means. 
It  is  also  applicable,  in  various  other  cases,  where 
it  maybe  requisite  to  stimulate  the  skin.  The 
simple  solution  of  soap  is  sometimes  preferable 
to  that  with  camphor,  which  is  liable  to  produce 
•an  uneasy  sense  of  heat  in  the  part  affected. 

EMBROCATIO  AMMONITE  ACETAT.E 
CUM  SAPONE. 

Be  Aquae  ammoniae  acetatae 

Solutionis  saponis  sing.  unc.  j misce. 

This  is  a suitable  application  to  bruised,  • 
•sprained,  or  tumefied  parts,  where  inflammation 
is  present. 

EMBROCATIO  CANTHARIDIS  CUM 
CAMPHORA. 

R Tincturae  cantharidis 

Spiritus  camphorati  sing.  unc.  j.  misce. 
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This  embrocation  is  much  in  use  at  Edinburgh, 
as  a topic,  in  the  rheumatism,  and  likewise  in 
such  surgical  cases  as  are  to  be  benefited  by 
stimulating  Che  skin. 

In  the  use  however  of  this,  or  indeed  any  ex- 
ternal remedy  in  which  cantharides  are  included, 
there  is  a possibility  of  the  latter  being  absorbed 
and  producing  strangury. 

EMPLASTRUM  AMMONIvE. 

R Saponis  drach.  ij 

Emplastri  lithargyri  unc.  ss 
Ammonias  muriatse  drach. 

The  litharge  plaster  and  soap  are  to  be  melted 
together,  and  when  nearly  cold,"  the  sal  ammo- 
niac, finely  powdered,  is  to  be  stirred  in. 

This  is  the  volatile  plaster  of  Dr.  Kirkland, 
and  may  justly  be  deemed  one  of  the  best  com- 
positions of  the  kind  that  has  hitherto  been  in- 
vented. The  alkali  of  the  soap  entering  gradu- 
ally into  combination  with  the  muriatic  acid  of 
the  salt,  disengages  the  pure  volatile  alkHi, 
which  acts  continually  on  the  part  affected; 
stimulating  the  absorbents,  and  thus  proving  of 
service  in  chronic  enlargement  of  the  joints, 
or  what  have  been  called  cold  tumours.  Hence, 
in  some  scrofulous  affections  of  the  knee  or 
elbow-joints,  it  is  of  very  great  service;  but 
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more  particularly  in  the  cure  of  those  gela- 
tinous swellings  which  frequently  form  on  the 
olecranon. 

Where  the  skin  is  particularly  delicate  or  ir- 
ritable, it  may  be  necessary  to  diminish  the  pro- 
portion of  muriated  ammonia,  perhaps  to  one  half 
the  quantity,  otherwise  the  plaster  may  vesicate 
the  part.  It  may  also  be  necessary  to  add,  that 
unless  it  be  prepared  at  the  time  of  application 
and  the  ingredients  compounded  in  the  order 
abovementioned,  the  whole  intention  will  be 
frustrated. 

EMPLASTRUM  AMMONIACI  CUM  CI- 
CUTA. 

Be  Ammoniac!  gummi-resinae  unc.  iij 
Succi  cicutae  spissati  drach.  ij 
Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  drach.  j. 

The  ammoniac  is  to  be  dissolved  in  a sufficient 
quantity  of  vinegar  of  squill,  after  which,  the 
remaining  ingredients  are  to  be  added,  and  the 
whole  boiled  slowly  to  the  consistency  of  a. 
plaster. 

This  is  reckoned  a useful  application  to  in- 
durated tumours,  particularly  of  the  scrofulous 
kind. 
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EMPLASTRUM  AMMONIACI  CUM 
HYDRARGYRO.  (L) 

R Ammoniaci  colati  lib.  ss 

Hydrargyri  purificati  unc,  iss 
Olei  sulphurati  drach.  j,  vel  q.  s. 

The  quicksilver  is  to  be  extinguished  in  the 
sulphurated  oil,,  and  then  gradually  added  to  the 
ammoniac,  which  should  be  previously  melted* 

This  plaster  is  designed  as  an  application  to 
indurated  glandular  tumours,  with  a view  of 
dispersing  them. 

EMPLASTRUM  BRIONI^  COMPOSI- 
TUM. 

R Radicisbrioniae  in  pulverem  triti  unc.  ij 
Florum  sulphuris  unc.  j 
Hydrargyri  cum  sulphure  drach.  iij 
Galbani  colati  unc.  iv 
Emplastri  cerae  compositi  unc.  ix 
Olei  olivae  unc.  j. 

The  three  last  ingredients  being  melted  toge- 
ther, the  powders  are  to  be  stirred  in. 

This  is  one  of^Bo'erhaave’s  plasters,  and  c^n 
account  of  its  singular  composition,,  may  re* 
quire  some  apology  for  its  introduction  here. 
But  it  is  said  to  have  been  employed  by  the  late 
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Mr.  Pott,  and  is  at  this  time  adopted  in  the 
practice  of  several  eminent  surgeons,  who  find 
it  a beneficial  application  to  scrofulous  indura- 
tions in  particular. 

EMPLASTRUM  CANTHARIDIS.  (L) 

R Cantharidum  lib.  j 
Emplastri  Oerae  lib.  ij 
Adipis  suillse  praeparatae  lib.  ss. 

The  wax  plaster  and  lard  being  melted  and 
sufiered  to  become  nearly  cold,  the  powdered 
files  are  afterwards  to  be  added. 

'The  intention  of  this  plaster  is  universally 
known. 

EMPLASTRUM  CER^  COMPOSE 
TUM.  (L) 

Be  Cerae  flavae 

Sevi  ovilli  praeparati  sing.  lib.  iss 
Resinae  fiavas  lib.  ss. 

These  are  to  be  melted'  together  and  strained 
through  a coarse  cloth. 

This  plaster  possesses  a convenient  degree  of 
adhesiveness,  and  is  moderately  stimulating.  Its 
chief  use  is  to  apply  'after  the  removal  of  a blister, 
when  it  is  meant  to  encourage  a discharge"  from 
the  part. 

E 2-  ■ 
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EMPLASTRUM  CERUSSiE. 

R Olei  oHvae  unc.  xiij 
Cerae  flavae  unc»  iiss 
Cerussae  unc.  x,. 

The  oil  and  wax  being  melted  together,  the 
ceruse  is  to  be  added,  and  the  whole  boiled  to 
the  consistence  of  a plaster. 

This  was  used  by  Mr.  Sharp,  as  an  appli- 
cation to  diseased  knees,  under  the  name  of 
cmplastrum  nigrum^ 

Dr.  Kirkland  uses,  for  the  same  purpose,  the 
red  lead  plaster  of  the  old  Dispensatory,  boiled 
till  it  assumes  a dusky  brown  colour,  under  the 
name  of  emplastrum  de  miaio  fuscum. 

EMPLASTRUM  CUMINL 

- R Seminum  cumini 
Serainum  carui 
Baccarum  laurr  sing,  unc*  iij^ 

Picis  burgundicae  lib.  iij 
Cerae  flavae  unc.  iij.. 

The  burgundy  pitch  and  the  wax  being  melt- 
ed together,  the  other  ingredients,  powdered, ‘ are 
to  be  mixed  with  them. 

This  is  a suitable  application  to  encysted  and 
other  tumours  '^hich  suppurate  imperfectly. 
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EMPLASTRUM  EUPHORBIL 
R Picis  Burgundicas  unc,  iv 
Euphorbii  drach.  ss 
Terebinthinae  vulgaris  q.  s. 

The  Burgundy  pitch  being  melted,  the  eu- 
phorbium,  in  fine  powder,  is  to  be  added,  and 
as  much  of  the  turpentine  as  is  required  to 
make  the  whole  of  a due  consistence. 

Its  properties  being  those  of  a powerful  sti« 
mulant,  this  plaster  is  calculated  to  relieve  dis- 
eases of  the  hip  joint  in  their  early  stage,  and 
with  that  view,  it  has  a place  among  the  formulae 
of  Guy’s  Hospital, 

EMPLASTRUM  EX  EUPHORBIO. 
i R Emplastri  lithargyri  lib,  iiss 
Euphorbii  unc,  iij 
Picis  Burgundicae  unc.  ss. 

The  euphorbium,  finely  powdered,  is  to  be 
‘ beaten  with  a little  oil  in  a mortar,  and  after- 
wards added  to  the  other  ingredients,  previously 
melted, 

Cheselden  lays  great  stress  on  the  good  quali- 
ties of  this  plaster,  which,  he  says,  greatly  ex- 
ceeds the  celebrated  plaster  of  Paracelsus 
plastrnm  lithargyri  Paracelsi ) for  promoting  the 
suppuration  of  sluggish  abscesses. 
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EMPLASTRUM  LADANI  COMPOSI- 
TUM.  CLJ 
R Ladani  unc.  iij 
Thuris  unc.  j 

Corticis  cinnamomi,  in  pulverem  triti^ 
Myristicae  olei  express!  sing.  unc.  ss 
Olei  menthse  salivas  drach.  j. 

To  the  melted  frankincense  add  the  ladanum 
previously  softened  by  the  fire.  Next  join  the 
expressed  oil  of  nutmeg,  and  lastly,  the  cinna- 
mon with  the  oil  of  mint,  and  stir  them  together 
in  a warm  mortar. 

It  is  necessary  to  keep  this  plaster  in  a close 
vessel  on  account  of  the  volatility  of  part  of 
its  ingredients#  Its  use  is  to  promote  the  sup- 
puration of  inactive  tumours. 

EMPLASTRUM  LITHARGYRI.  (LJ 
R Lithargyri  lib.  v 
Olei  olivae  cong.  j. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  together,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a quart  of  water,  till  the  oil  and  litharge 
are  incorporated.  ' 

It  will  be  necessary  to  stir  the  mixture  contin- 
ually, and  to  add  a little  boiling  water  now  and 
then,  to  supply  the  place  of  that  which  .evapo- 
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rates  during  the  process.  The  qualities  of  this 
well  known  composition  need  no  description. 

EMPLASTRUM  LYTPIARGYRI  BUR- 
■ GUNDICUM. 

-Be  Emplastri  lithargyri  lib.j 
Picis  Burgundicae  unc.  ss. 

These,  when  melted  together,  form  the  stick- 
ing plaster  of  Mr.  Cheselden. 

EMPLASTRUM  LITHARGYRI  COMPO- 
SITUM. 

Be  Emplastri  lithargyri  lib.  iij 
Gaibani  colati  unc.  viij 
Terebinthinas  vulgaris  drach.  x 
Thuris  unc.  iij. 

The  galbanum  being  melted  over  a slow  fire, 
with  the  turpentine,  the  frankincense,  powdered, 
is  to  be  added,  and  lastly,  the  litharge  plaster 
previously  melted. 

This  is  the  composition  heretofore  known  by 
the  name  of  diachylon  ivith  the  gums.  It  is  com- 
monly emplpyed  to  encourage  the  suppuration 
of  boils  and  other  small  abscesses  : but  stimu- 
lating applications  are  improper  where  there  is 
already  much  inflammation. 
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EMPLASTRUM  LITHARGYRI  CUM 
HYDRARGYRO;  (L) 

R Emplastri  lithargyri  lib.  j 
Hydrargyri  purificati  unc,  iij 
Oiei  suiphurati  drach.j  vel  q.s. 

This  is  to  be  prepared  in  the  same  way  as  the 
ammoniac  plaster  with  quicksilver,  whose  pro- 
perties also  it  very  nearly  resembles* 

EMPLASTRUM  LITHARGYRI  CUM 
RESINA.  (LJ 
R Emplastri  lithargyri  lib,  iij 
Resinae  flavae  lib,  ss. 

I 

The  resin  is  to  be  pulverized  and  gradually 
stirred  into  the  melted  litharge  plaster.  This  is 
the  adhesive  plaster  in  common  use. 

Mr,  Baynton,  of  Bristol,  employs  the  same 
ingredients  in  different  proportions,  namely, 
four  ounces  of  litharge  plaster  to  half  a drachm 
of  resin ; and  to  this  plaster  he  assigns  a very 
important  use  in  the  treatment  of  old  ulcers 
which  appear  to  be  curable  by  no  other  means. 
He  directs  it  to  be  spread  sparingly  upon  slips 
of  thin  porous  calico,  and  applied  in  opposite 
directions  to  the  surrounding  skin ; which  bein^ 
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drawn  inwards  at  each  successive  dressing,  the 
edges  of  the  ulcer  gradually  approximate,  till  at 
length  a sound  and  permanent  cicatrix  is  pro- 
duced. 

In  aid  of  this  application  he  employs  a ban- 
dage of  calico,  which  is  wetted  from  time  to 
time,  with  cold  water.  From  the  latter,  consider- 
able benefit  arises,  in  consequence  of  its  abating 
inflammation,  giving  the  bandage  a greater  and 
more  uniform  elasticity,  softening  the»  callous 
edge  of  the  ulcer,  and  relaxing  the  adjacent 
skin. 

In  his  Treatise  on  this  subject,  instances  are 
produced,  of  ulcers,  which, .after  existing  many 
years,  were  cured  by  these  means  (even  under 
circumstances  highly  unfavourable  to  the  pa- 
tient) in  a few  weeks,  and  that  without  rest  or 
any  restraint  of  diet. 

EMPLASTRUM  LITHARGYRI  PARA^ 
CELSI. 

R Olei  oHvae  lib.  j 
Cerae  flavse  lib*  iss 
Lithargyri  lib.  ij 
Thuris  x 

Mastic  is 

Myrrhae  sing.  unc.  iiss 
Minii  unc,  iij 
Camphorae  unc.  ss. 


5 


88  PHARMACOPOEIA 

The  oil,  wax,  and  litharge,  being  properly 
incorporated  over  the  fire,  the  other  ingredients 
are  to  be  added  successively,  except  the  camphor, 
which  being  previously  dissolved  in  a little 
oil,  must  be  withheld  till  the  plaster  is  rather 
cooled. 

This  is  the  emplastrum  sticticim  of  Paracelsus  ; 
an  obsolete  composition  indeed,  but  still  in  use 
with  some  practitioners  of  eminence,  particularly 
Dr.  Kirkland,  who  gives  it  a preference  to  any 
modern  formula  of  a siihilar  nature. 

EMPLASTRUM  OPIATUM. 

R Emplastri  lithargyri  lib.  hiss 
Picis  aridae  unc.  iiss 
Cerse  flavae  lib.  ss 
Opii  unc.  iv# 

The  three  first  ingredients  being  melted  to- 
gether, the  opium,  finely  powdered;  or  in  the 
stale  of  a very  soft  extract,  is  to  be  stirred  in* 

Mr.  Cheselden  was  the  inventor  of  this 
plaster,  which  he  recommended  to  be  applied 
to  bruised  parts  and  other  painful  tumours  : 
Dr.  Kirkland  uses  a plaster  siihilar  also  to  this, 
with  the  addition  of  camphor  and  muriated 
ammonia* 
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EMPLASTRUM  PICIS  COMPOSITUM* 

Be  Picis  aridae  unc,  viij 
Ammoniaci 
Galbani  sing.  unc.  i\r 
Radicis  pyrethri 
Seminum  sinapi 
Gamphorse  sing.  unc.  j. 

Olei  terebinthinae  q.  s. 

The  three  first  ingredients  being  melted  toge- 
ther, the  pellitory,  mustard-seed  and  camphor, 
previously  powdered,  must  be  added,  and  as 
much  oil  of  turpentine  as  will  make  the  whole 
of  a due  consistence. 

This  application  is  to  the  full  as  stimulating 
as  the  euphorbium  plaster,  and  possesses  similar 
properties. 

EMPLASTRUM  RESIN^E  CUM  CAM- 
PHORA. 

R Resinae  flavae  drach.  iij 
Camphorae  drach.  j. 

The  resin  and  camphor  are  to  be  separately 
powdered,  and  mixed  together.  When  used, 
the  mixture  is  to  be  sprinkled  on  leather,  and 
softened  by  a spatula  very  moderately  heated, 

A plaster  so  prepared,  is  exceedingly  well 
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calculated  to  promote  suppuration  in  languid 
buboes,  or  abscesses  of  any  kind.  In  some 
cases,  it  may  be  advisable  to  add  a little  soft 
opium,  which  improves  its  consistence,  whilst 
it  imparts  some  sedative  qualities. 

As  the  composition  of  this  plaster  rests  on 
the  solvent  properties  of  camphor  described  by 
Dr.  Percival,  it  will  no  doubt  occur  to  practi- 
tioners to  join  that  article  with  various  other 
resins,  by  which  this  class  of  plasters  may  be 
augmented  with  many  useful  formulae. 

EMPLASTRUM  SAPONIS.  (L) 

R Saponis  lib.  ss 

Emplastri  lithargyri  lib.  iij. 

These  are  to  be  melted  together,  and  boiled  to 
a proper  consistence. 

This  plaster,  as  a mild  discutient,  is  deemed  a 
useful  application  to  tumours  of  various  kinds. 

EMPLASTRUM  SCILL^  COMPOSI- 
TUM. 

R Galbani 

Ammoniaci  sing.  unc.  ss 
Op  ii  drach.  j 
Ateti  scillae  unc.  iij 
Saponis  unc.  ss 
Emplastri  lithargyri  unc.  ij. 
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The  galbanunij  soap,  and  litharge  plaster  are 
to  be  melted  together.  The  opium,  vinegar  of 
squill,  and  ammoniac,  being  also  mixed  together, 
are  to  be  added  to  the  former  ingredients,  and 
the  whole  continued  over  the  fire  and  stirred  till 
they  are  perfectly  incorporated. 

This  is  a useful  application  to  indolent  tu- 
mours, 

ENEMA  NICOTIANS. 

R Herbae  nicotianae  siccae  drach.  ij 
Aquae  ferventis  lib.  j.  " 

The  tobacco  is  to  be  infused  in  the  water  for 
the  space  of  ten  minutes. 

This  is  the  tobacco-glyster^of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s, and  is  employed,  in  cases  of  strangulated 
hernia,  to  effect  a reduction  of  the  protruded 
intestine.  It  acts  by  exciting  nausea  and  by  de- 
pressing the  living  power  in  the  system,  which 
it  sometimes  does  to  an  alarming  degree.  This 
form  of  administering  tobacco  is  equally  effica- 
cious, and  less  indeterminate  as  to  the  dose,  than 
the  employment  of  it  by  way  of  smoak,  which 
is  in  use  with  many  practitioners. 

I 

ENEMA  OLEI  CUM  OPIO. 

R Olei  olivae  unc.  iv 

Tincturas  opii  gutt.  xl  ad  lx  misce» 
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This  IS  employed  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospi- 
tal for  the  same  purposes  as  the  enema  opiatum^ 

ENEMA  OLEOSUM. 

R Decocti  avenae  lib.  j 
Olei  olivae  unc.  ij  misce. 

This  is  a convenient  common  glyster  to  be 
used  in  peritoneal  inflammation,  and  other  cases 
where  the  principal  intention  is  to  foment  the 
abdominal  viscera  through  the  medium  of  the 
intestines.  When  this  is  attempted,  it  is  mate- 
rial to  throw  up  as  large  a quantity  as  possible, 
and  that  in  a very  gradual  manner,  otherwise  the 
intention  will  not  be  answered,  as  the  glyster 
will  be  returned  too  quickly.  This  indeed  is 
worthy  of  observation  in  all  cases  where  we  ad- 
minister glysters,  as  the  end  is  very  liable  to 
be  defeated  by  the  reaction  of  the  intestine,  a 
‘natural  and  uniform  consequence  of  its  being 
too  suddenly  distended. 

This  formula,  with  the  addition  of  an  ounce 
of  vitriolated  magnesia,  makes  an  eligible  purg- 
ing  glyster. 

In  cases  of  fistula,  where  the  gut  is  m,uch  irri- 
tated, Mr.  White  of  Manchester  orders  melted 
hog's  lard  to  be  used  as  a glyster* 
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ENEMA  OPIATUM. 

R Mucilaginis  amyli  lib.  ss 
Tincturae  opii  drach.  j misce. 

The  opiate,  in  this  case,  may  be  augmented 
according  to  circumstances.  This  is  a desirable 
remedy  in  many  surgical  cases,  but  more  parti-  ' 
cularly  in  spasmodic  affections  of  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  and  in  that  distressing  sense  of 
weight  and  uneasiness  when  the  prostate  gland 
is  affected  in  a gonorrhoea., 

ENEMA  TEREBINTHIN.E. 

R Terebinthinae  vulgaris  unc.  ss 
Ovi  unius  vitellum 
Decocti  avenae  lib.  ss. 

The  turpentine  being  first  incorporated  with 
the  egg,  is  to  be  added  to  the  gruel. 

This  is  the  form  employed  at  Guy’s  Hospital, 
except  that,  for  the  sake  of  greater  simplicity, 
oatmeal  gri^el  is  here  substituted  for  the  decoc- 
turn  pro  eneniate.  This  glyster  is  generally  used, 
and  with  great  good  effect,  in  violent  fits  of 
the  stone. 
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FOMENTUM  AMMONIA  MURIAT.E 
CAMPHOR  ATUM. 

R Fomenti  communis  lib.  ij 
Ammoniac  muriatae  unc.  j 
Spiritus  camphorati  unc.  ij. 

Whilst  the  fomentation  is  hot,  the  muriated 
ammoriia  is  to  be  dissolved  in  it,  and  the  cam- 
phorated spirit  added  at  the  instant  of  its  being 
employed. 

This  fomentation  is  proper  for  old  sluggish 
ulcers,  with  a view  of  exciting  a healthy  action 
in  them. 

« 

FOMENTUM  CICUT^E. 

Half  a pound  of  the  leaves  of  hemlock  fresh 
gathered,  or  three  ounces,  if  dried,  are  to  be 
boiled  in  three  pints  of  water  to  a quart. 

This  is  commonly  used  to  foment  cancerous 
or  scrofulous  ulcers,  previous  to  the  application 
of  the  cataplasma  cicut(B.  At  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital,  a pint  of  fluid  is  prepared  with  only 
two  ounces  of  the  fresh,  leaves. 

FOMENTUM  FLORUM  CHAM^EMELI. 

R Florum  chamasmeli  unc.  ij 
Aquae  ferventis  lib,  iv. 
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The  flowers  are  to  be  added  to  the  water,  and 
the  boiling  continued  for  a short  time ; after 
which,  the  liquor  is  to  be  strained. 

This  is  adopted  in  preference  to  that  more 
complicated  formula  of  the  College,  the  decoctum 
pro  fomento,  because  there  can  be  little  or  no 
good  done  by  any  of  the  medical  ingredients. 
At  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  chamomile  and 
linseed  are  used. 

FOMENTUM  GALL^. 

R Gall^  contusae  uric,  ss 
Aquae  ferventis  lib.  ij. 

These  are  to  be  macerated  for  an  hour,  and  the 
liquor  strained  off. 

The  principal  use  of  this  astringent  fomenta- 
tion, is  in  the  prolapsus  ani.  It  is  however  of 
considerable  use  in  the  treatment  of  hemorr- 
hoids and  in  the  fluor  albas,  in  which  cases  it 
should  be  applied  cold.  It  is  one  of  the  for- 
mulas of  Guy’s  Hospital. 

FOMENTUM  PAPAVERIS  ALBI, 

R Papaveris  albi  exsiccati  unc.  iv 
Aquae  purae  lib.  vj. 

This  is  the  anodyne  fomentation  of  Guy’s 
Hospital.  The  poppies,  after  having  been  bruised, 
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are  to  be  boiled  till  there  only  remains  a quarts 
which  is  to  be  strained,  and  the  liquor  pressed 
out  from  the  remaining  poppies. 

This  remedy  is  highly  serviceable  in  assuag- 
ing extreme  pain  in  inflamed  or  ulcerated  pairs  ; 
and  also  aftbrds  very  material  relief  in  violent 
cases  of  ophthalmia. 

GARGARISMA  ACIDI  MURIATIC!. 

R Acidi  muriatici  gutt.  xxx 
Mellls  ros^  unc.  ij 
Decocti  hordei  unc.  vj  misce. 

This  gargle  also  is  employed  at  Guy’s  Hospi- 
tal, in  common  cases  of  inflammation  or  ulcera- 
tion of  the  throat. 

GARGARISMA  ^RUGINIS. 

R Oxymellis  aeruginis  unc.  ss 
Mellis  rosae  unc.  ij 
Decocti  hordei  unc.  iiiss  misce. 

This  gargle  is  occasionally  prescribed  at  Guy’s 
Hospital  for  foul  ulcers  of  the  mouth  or  throat. 

GARGARISMA  ALUMINIS. 

R Aluminis  scrup.  ij 
Infusi  rosae  unc.  vj 
Mellis  rosae  unc.  j misce. 
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This  gargle,  included  in  forinidce  selectee  of 
Dr.  Saunders,  is  calculated  for  ulcerations  in  the 
throat,  gums,  &c.  and  is  of  service  in  relaxation 
of  the  uvula,  and  other  cases  requiring  the  to- 
pical use  of  astringents. 

GARGARISMA  HYDRARGYRI  MURI- 
ATI. 

R Decocti  hordei  lib.  j 

Liquoris  hydrargyri  muriati  gutt.  v 
Mellis  rosse  unc.  ij  misce. 

This  is  a suitable  gargle  for  venereal  ulcers 
in  the  throat,  and  seldom  fails  of  rendering  the 
patient  very  essential  service.  . 

GARGARISMA  MYRRHiE. 

Be  Tincturae  myrrhae  unc.  ss 
Mellis  rosas  unc.  iss 

Aquae  calcis  unc.  vj  misce.  ^ 

Small  ulcerations  within  the  mouth  or  fauces 
are  very  properly  treated  with  this  gargle.  Small 
pieces  of  lint  may,^  on  some  occasions,  be  dipped 
into  it  and  applied  to  the  sore  with  advantage. 

GARGARISMA  PY;RETHRI. 

Be  Pyrethri  contusi  unc.  ss 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  j. 
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These  are  to  be  boiled  till  there  remains  only 
half  the  fluid ; to  which,  when  strained,  two 
drams  of  aqua  ammoniae  are  to  be  added. 

This  gargle  is  in  use  at  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. 

GARGARISMA  ROS^. 

R Conservae  rosae  rubrae  unc.  iij 
Aquae  bullientis  lib,  j 
Acidi  vitriolici  diluti  drach.  ij. 

After  the  conserve  has  been  infused  in  the 
hot  water  about  an  hour,  the  vitriolic  acid  is  to 
be  added,  and  the  clear  liquor  strained  off. 

This  is  recomrpended  by  Mr.  Kendrick  of 
Warrington,  as  a gargle  for  common  purposes ; 
and  is  indeed  much  preferable  to  the  infusum 
roscB  of  the  College,  which  is  often  employed  by 
practitioners  as  a gargle. 

GLACIES. 

Ice  has  been,  of  late  years,  much  in  use,  as  the 
medium  by  which  a great  degree  of  cold  may  be 
communicated  to  any  part  of  the  body  with 
which  it  can  be  immediately  or  nearly  placed  in 
contact. 

The  known  property  of  cold  in  subduing  in- 
flammation, and  also  of  causing  contraction  in 
bloodvessels,  has  accordingly  rendered  it  an  im- 
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portant  remedy  in  strangulated  hernia  and  in 
haemorrhage,  which  are  the  two  principal  uses  to 
which  it  has  been  applied. 

In  both  cases  it  is  pulverised  and  heaped  upon 
the  part,  and  renewed  as  fast  as  it  dissolves.  Its 
use  in  the  former  has  been  carried  so  far  as  even 
to  destroy  the  skin  and  occasion  a subsequent 
sloughing ; but  this  seldom  happens,  and  when 
it  does,  is  no  objection  to  its  use,  which  very 
frequently  will  cause  the  retreat  of  the  gut,  with 
very  little  manual  assistance,  after  every  other 
method  has  failed. 

For  burns  and  scalds  the  application  of  ice  is 
said,  by  Sir  James  Earle,  to  be  extremely  bene- 
ficial ; and  especially  as  it  may  be  laid  on  parts 
of  the  body  which  cannot  conveniently  be  im- 
mersed in  cold  water,  as  the  face,  neck,  &c. 

He  relates  a case  in  w“hich  cold  ivater  alone 
was  applied  with  complete  success  : the  patient, 
iluring  several  days,  drank  nothing  else ; took 
very  little  nourishment ; and  though  the  pain 
often  recurred  at  short  intervals,  and  some  blis- 
ters arose,  a perseverance  in  this  cooling  plan  not 
only  procured  ease,  but,  in  little  more  than  a 
week,  effected  a cure.  Nor  was  any  scar  left ; 
though  the  hands,  face,  and  neck  had  been  mi- 
serably burnt,’’  by  the  bursting  of  a bottle  of 
flaming  spirits  of  wine. 

Sir  James  Earle’s  reasoning  on  this  practice, 
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however,  is  ably  disputed.  By  Mr.  Kentish  ; who 
recommends  a practice  diametrically  opposite  to 
this.  S^e  Linimentu'M  terebinthin^e. 

HAUSTUS  AMMONIA  ACETAT.E. 

R Aquae  ammonias  acetatae  unc.  ij 
Syrupi  papaveris  albi  unc.  ss  misce. 

This  will  be  found  a useful  draught  in  all 
cases  where  the  views  of  surgery  are  to  be  pro- 
moted by  producing  a gentle  diaphoresis,  and 
where  the  use  of  opium  and  more  powerful  su- 
dorifics  are  inexpedient. 

HYDRARGYRUS. 

A correct  knowledge  of  this  remedy  and  of 
its  modus  operandi  are  matters  so  truly  impor  tant 
to  every  surgeon,  that,  previous  to  the  formulae 
in  'vvhich  its  various  preparations  are  exhibited, 
we  are  led  to  insert  the  following  account  of 
mercury  given  by  the  celebrated  Cullen. 

In  considering  the  operation  of  mercury  in 
general says  he,  the  first  question  that  occurs, 
is,  whether  it  operates  on  the  fluids  or  .solids  ; as 
dissolving  the  former,  or  as  a stimulant  to  the 
latter,  exciting  the  respective  secretions  of  those 
to  which  it  is  applied  ? 

The  former  is  the  common  supposition. 
That  opinion,  in  the  first  place,  has  been  sup- 
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ported  by  arguments  a priori,  i.  It  has  been 
said,  that  it  acts  from  its  specific  gravity, 'its 
great  momentum  in  the  mass  of  blood  breaking 
down  its  texture.  But  to  me  this  is  not. at  all 
satisfying  ; for,  first,  it  is  proved  by  chemistry, 
that  mechanical  force  never  divides  mixts,  but 
only  aggregates.  Our  vessels,  indeed,  whose  action 
may  be  supposed  mechanical,  seem  to  have  some 
such  power  ; but  then  this  is  from  increasing  the 
cohesion,  but  not  altering  the  mixtui'e,  2.  Sup- 
posing such  effect  could  take  place  from  mere 
mechanical  force,  that  here  is  not  sufficient ; for 
any  body  reduced  to  so  great  tenuity  as  to  swim 
in  a fluid,  will  have,  in  proportion  to  its 
greater  tenuity,  the  ratio  of  its  superficies  to  the 
quantity  of  matter  so  increased,  as  not  to  be  able 
to  overcome  the  resistance.  Thus  the  most  pon- 
derous gold  can  be  so  minutely  divided  as 
not  to  be  able  to  overcome  the  cohesion  of 
water  or  spirit  of  wine,  but  to  be  suspended 
in  them  ; so  that  much  less  can  mercury  be  sup- 
posed to  alter  the  cohesion  of  our  blood.  3. 
Supposing  the  'force  of  mercury ' Capable  to 
break  down  our  blood,  the  quantity,  even  the' 
greatest  we  can  suppose  to  be  introduced,  will 
not  have  the  effect,  so  that  every  thing  said  On 
the  mechanical  action  of  mercury  on  the  fluids 
is  without  foundation. 

Secondly,  Those  who  allege  that  mercury 
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acts  on  the  fluids,  suppose  it  acts  by  a septic 
power.  The  proofs  brought  are,  the  remarkable 
.foetor  of  the  .^liva,  the  tumid  flaccid  gums,  and 
the' blood  ready  to  flow  out  from  them.  These 
arguments  seem  very  specious.  Again,  say  they^ 
experience  shews  that  mercury  is  hurtful  in  the 
scurvy,  * With  respect  to  its  effects  in  the 
scurvy,  that  may  depend  on  its  irritation  and 
stimukjs,  ^nd  all  other  stimulants  have  the  same 
effect  in  ^ aggravating  scurvy.  As  to  the  foetor 
of  the  sciliva,  possibly  it  may  have  the  power  of 
prodd ting  that,  hut  not  of  extending  putrefac- 
tion over  thh-syste]^.  But  the  fcetor  can  be 
produced  without  mercury,  and  there  is  no  in- 
stance of  aiji  increased  secretion  being  kept  up 
for  any ‘length  of  time,  without  the  same  symp- 
toiU'S^ccurring.  This  accounts  for  the  other 
v^ff^ct^rin  the  mouth,  which  arise  evidently  from 
the  putrid  saliva  ; for  no  one  instance  is  alleged 
of  a scorbutic  putrefactive  taint  taking  place  in 
any  other  part  of  the  system.  There  is  no  alter- 
-Nation  tfi'  the"  blood,  durii^g  a salivation,  and  its 
viscidity  appears  then  as  strong  as  at  any  other 
ti^.^i^alivation  is  attended  with  an  inflamma- 
^^^*^ron,  and  the  blood  shews  an  inflammatory  crust, 
which,  indeed,  may  be  said  to  be  a symptom  of 
the  scurvy ; but  th^en,  if  we  examine  it,  we  find 
it  denser  than  it  appears  in  that  disease.  Again, 
*after  the  operation  of  mercury  is  over,  no  taint 
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appears  in  the  blood,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
person  is  in  better  health  than  before,  and  gives 
marks  of  a firmer  state  of  it. 

From  what  has  been  said,  I would  con- 
clude, though  not  certainly,  that  mercury  acts 
neither  by  its  mechanic  nor  septic'powers.  We 
have  proved  at  least  that  it  is  not'  septic  in  the 
mass  of  blood;  but  if  it  be  so,  only  collected 
in  the  secretories.  But  though  we  should  allow 
mercury  in  a considerable  quantity  to  have;some- 
what  of  a septic  power,  yef  in  the  ordinary 
dose  in  which  we  exhibit  it,  it  can  never  have 
that  effect.  In  the  case  of  unction,  that  indeed 
may  be  denied  ; but  we  have  -rnany  instances 
of  one-twentieth  part  of  a grain  of  some  prepa- 
rations of  it,  taken  internally,  having  -the  same 
eflect  as  some  ounces  by  unction. 

All  this  will  be  farther  confirmed  by' the 
arguments  we  can  bring  for  the  action  of  mer- 
cury being  as  a stimulant.  , All  its  effectS  may 
be  explained  from  this  supposition.  From^its 
stimulus  in  the  stbmacii  it  proves  emetic ; and 
carried  into  the  inteStha^/"ilW^-p.urga  ''frdnf ' 
the  same  quality  ; into  the  blood,  diurdti^and  - 
diaphoretic  ; and,  in  ^short,  like  other 
ants,  a very  general  stimulus.  Other  arguments 
for  its  action  as  a stimulant  are,  that  it  never 
acts  but  in  an  acrid  condition,  discoverable  by 
its  metallic  cupreous  taste  in  the  mouth  ; thaf  .a  ' 
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salivation  can  be  excited  by  its  external  appli- 
cation to  the  salivary  glands  ; that  its  effects  are 
alwhy  accompanied  with  some  degree  of  fever' 
and  inflammation  ; that  its  effects  in  ulcers  are 
plainly  derived  from  its  stimulant  powers  pro- 
ducing that  degree  of  inflammation  necessary  to 
the  being  of  good  pus,  and  that  it  produces  these 
effects  much  better  by  external  application  than 
internal  exhibition.  In  proportion  as  these 
proofs  of  the  stimulant  power  of  mercury  are 
convincing,  they  weaken  all  others  that  may  be 
alleged  for  any  other  method  of  action. 

This  reasoning  is  somewhat  connected  with 
another  question,  viz.  Why  mercury  is  more 
particularly  and  naturally  determined  to  go  by 
the  salivary  glands  ? The  fact  is  certainly  true, 
and  more  so  of  this  than  of  any  other  acrid  act- 
ing by  a common  stimulus.  Those  who  talk  of 
its  mechanical  power  say,  that  the  more  ponder- 
ous parts  of  the  blood  keeping  the  axis  of  the 
canal,  and  the  course  of  the  blood,  from  the 
left  ventricle  to  the  head,  being  more  in  a strait 
line  than  in  the  descending  aorta,  that  therefore 
the  more  ponderous  and  solid  parts  will  be  de- 
termined thither.  I would  allege,  that  this  hy- 
pothesis is  not  supported  by  anatomy  ; for  the 
aorta  suffers  a curvature  before  it  gives  off  the 
carotids,  so  that  the  heavier  moleculas  must  be 
reflected  into  this  curvature,  and  consequently  the 
reasoning  must  be  groundless  which  is  built  on 
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the  contrary  supposition.  Another  supposition 
is,  that  mercury  breaks  down  the  blood  to  the 
size  which  fits  it  for  passing  off  by  the  salivary 
glands  ; but  this  is  very  difficult  to  suppose, 
and  entirely  hypothetical : much  rather  may  we 
say,  that  mercury  goes  chiefly  to  the  glands,  from 
a certain  attraction  Jo  the  liquor  of  the  salivary 
glands,  in  the  same  manner  as  neutrals,  by  an 
alliance  to  the  watry  parts  of  the  blood,  are  con- 
centrated in  the  kidneys.  The  nature  of  the 
saliva  and  of  may  other  of  the  secreted  fluids  is 
not  known.  I would  allege  Fordyce’s  experi- 
ments, that  it  comes  nearer  to  the  mucus  than 
has  been  imagined.  This  uncertainty  with  re- 
gard to  the  saliva,  j^revents  my  endeavouring  to 
go  farther  to  give  the  reason  why  mercpry  is  par- 
ticularly related  to  that  liquor.  Upon  the  whole, 
mercury  appears  a very  universal  stimulant,  and 
general  evacuant,  being  emetic,  cathartic,  dia- 
phoretic, and  salivatory,  and  accordingly  we  find 
it  one  of  the  most  universal  aperients  and  deob- 
struents  with  which  we  are  yet  acquainted. 

Thus  much  we  have  thought  proper  to  say 
with  regard  to  the  general  operation  of  itiercury. 
We  shall  now  proceed  to  talk  of  the  prepara- 
tions of  mercury,  as  in  these  the  effects  are  di- 
versified. 

With  regard  to  the  use  of  tlte  preparations  in 
practice^  crude  mercury,  and  the  combination  in 
F 2 
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cinnabar  and  cethiops  mineral  is  ^ to  which  may  be 
added  the  cethiops  antimonialis^  in  so  far  as  it 
contains  mercury,  can  only  by  accident,  or  in- 
directly, prove  medicines.  All  the  others  are 
not  only  active  but  powerful  ; the  only  distinc- 
tion, however,>  seeming  to  be,  that  of  being 
more  or  less  acrid.  How  to  determine  their  dif- 
ference in  that,  respect  is  not  easy.  It  is  com- 
monly supposed  that  mercury,  triturated  with 
turpentine  and  honey,  is  one  of  the  mildest 
preparations,  and  that  every  addition,  as  well  that 
by  acid,  as  the  fire,  gives  additional  acrimony. 
The  preparations  by  triture  are  very  apt' to  be 
imperfect,  and  I maintain  they  are  more  active 
as  longer  triture  is  bestowed.  Hence  I should 
imagine,  that  if  mercury  in  this  way  were  pro- 
perly divided,  the  preparation  might  prove 
lequally  acrid  with  the  precipitate  per  se.  As 
prepareddn.  the  shops,  the  strength  of  this  medi- 
cine is  very  imperfect,  and  uncertain.  General- 
ly no  other  test  is  sought  of  the  preparation's 
accuracy,  but  the  blackness  and  disappearance 
of  the  particles.  Although  they  disappear  at 
present,  upon  standing  they  very  frequently  are 
collected,  and  re-assume  their  form,  and  there- 
'■  fore,  after  having  obtained  the  foregoing  tests, 
we  should  let  the  ointment  stand  for  a day,  and 
use  the  assistance  of  a glass,  to  see  if  any  col- 
lected globules  can  be  discovered. 
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Mercury  united  with  the  vegetable  acid, 
as  in  Keyser’s  Drassice,  should  be  one  of  the 
mildest  preparations.  The  preparations  of  mer- 
cury with  the  nitrous  acid  are  milder  than  those 
with  the  vitriolic,  and  these  again  less  acrid  than 
the  muriatic  preparations. 

‘‘  All  these  differ  in  their  operation  arS  that  is 
extensive  or  partial.  Taken  into  the  stomach, 
they  shew  their  effects  by  prod,iiGing  sickness 
and  pain,  and  sometimes  go  the  .length  of- vo- 
miting. This  leaves  some  doubt  of  the  specific 
stimulus  of  mercury,  which,  in  opposition  to 
antimony,  will  often  sooner  inflameThe  stomach 
than  prove  emetic.  Whenever  mercury  is.  to 
be  used  in  that  intention,  it  must  be  giyen 
in  a large  dose.  I do  not  knoW:  whether ^it  is 
by  accident,  or  design,  that  the  X^rbith  mine- 
ral has  been  here  commonly  employed.  Civen 
in  the  dose  of  half  a grain,  it  acts  oh  the  system 
in  general  ; but  in  a larger  dose,  h/s.  gr.  viij.  it 
is  said  to  prove  emetic.  In  less  quantity  it  ex- 
cites insufferable  pain,  and  must  be  given  so  as 
to  operate  directly.  This  Turbith  mineral  is 
found  to  have  effects  different  from ^^ny  oth^ 
of  the  preparations.  These  willbe  known  from 
what  we  shall  afterwards  say  oh,  emetics  , in  ge- 
neral, It  is  found  to  resolve  swelled  testicles, 
when  mercury  in  other  forms  has  failefd : it 
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also  salivates  longer  than  many  other  of  its  prepa- 
rations ; but  this  is  not  peculiar  to  it. 

In  the  intestines,  the  stimulus  of  the  mer- 
curial preparations  is  exerted  with  greater  effect, 
but  still  it  is  confined  to  the  part,  and  mercury 
acting  in  this  manner  is  carried  oflF  without  any 
farther  effects  on  the  system.  Mercurial  purga- 
tives are  seldom  employed  alone,  but  in  con- 
junction with  other  purgative  medicines,  al- 
though I have  known  small  doses  of  calomel 
employed  with  advantage.  When  we  purge, 
we  commonly  think  we  are  operating  on  the 
common  sewer  of  the  system  ; but  little  advan- 
tage is  to  be  found  from  mercury  employed  in 
this  way,  as  its  virtues  depend  chiefly  on  its 
operation  on  the  body  in  general.  As  a purga- 
tive, the  most  insoluble  preparation  of  mercury 
is  the  best,  and  therefore  calomel  is  used ; but 
when  used  in  this  way  we  are  disappointed  if 
we  expect  it  should  exert  the  other  virtues  of 
mercury. 

The  great  effects  of  mercury  seem  to  be  ex- 
erted when  it  is  carried  into  the  mass  of  blood, 
and  is  united  in  the  excretories.  A diffusible 
preparation  of  it  is  necessary  for  this  purpose, 
and  advantages  arise  from  the  different  d^termi-^ 
nations. , Mercury  seems  to  change  the  whole 
mass  of  blood:  this  it  does  in  three  ways,  by 
purging,  sweating,  and  salivation.  / 


CHIRURGICA.  109 

Purging  is  one  of  the  slowest  means.  There 
may  be  another  way  than  the  common  of  making 
■mercury  exert  this  action,  viz.  by  introducing  it 
into  the  blood,  and  then  determining  it  to  the 
intestines.  Purging  is  never  excited  by  any 
means  without  spasms  of  the  intestines,  which, 
when  the  operation  is  continued,  are  apt  to  end 
in  durable  spasm  and  inflammation.  These  are 
attended  with  very  dangerous  consequences; 
and  neither  does  the  method  of  purging  by 
unction  answer  much  better,  (although  perhaps 
more  effectual),  because  it  is  attended  with  very 
great  pain.  The  method  of  Douglas  is,  on  this 
account,  now  neglected.  He  followed,  in  this 
method,  Dessault.  Sweating  is  the  easiest  opera- 
tion of  mercury  that  I know,  but  the  difficulty 
here  lies  in  preventing  any  of  the  others  from 
taking  place. 

As  this  of  sweating  is  so  diffuse  an  oper- 
ation, physicians  have  been  led  to  employ  saliva- 
tion, which,  however,  is  attended  with  many 
inconveniences,  as  inflammation  often  to  a dan- 
gerous degree ; and  it  is  the  universal  consent  of 
practitioners,  that  they  employ  only  salivation 
because  no  other  means  can  be  used.  If  then 
means  be  found  of  exciting  copiously,  and  keep- 
ing up  a sweat,  it  should  be  universally  prac- 
tised. We  have  now- learned  that  the  most  acrid 
, preparations  of  mercury  are  most  apt  to  have 
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this  effect,  because  they  will  more  readily  pro- 
duce that  encrease  of  circulation,  on  which  the 
encrease  of  this  excretion  depends.  Here  the 
acrid  must  be  given  in  smaller  quantity  than  will 
make  it  run  to  the  salivary  glands.  In  a great 
dose,  indeed,  these  preparations  are  apt  to  inflame 
the  stomach,  and  if  they  go  to  the  salivary  glands 
are  more  troublesome  than  others ; but  where  this 
can  be  prevented,  their  operation  is  much  more 
easy. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  inconveniences  arising 
from  salivation,  raised  by  the  acrid  preparations, 
the  milder  ones  should  be  chosen,  and  slowly  in- 
troduced, and  that  by  way  of  unction.  One  of 
the  inconveniences  of  a salivation  is,  that  when 
mercury  is  going  off  by  the  salivary  glands,  there 
are  certain  means  which  drive  it  to  the  intestines. 
This  must  be  guarded  against ; but  in  a medicine 
introduced  by  the  mouth  there  is  more  danger  of 
this  happening,  especially  as  we  intend  it  should 
be  mild,  and  consequently  less  soluble  ; whereas 
by  unction  it  can  be  given  slowly  without  that 
effect ; and  for  the  method  of  exhibition,  Astruc’s 
directions  are  the  best.  All  these  various  pre- 
parations vary  according  to  regimen."* 

HYDRARGYRUS  ACETATUS. Vz; 

This  preparation  of  quicksilver  is  reckoned 
to  be  the  same  in  effect,  as  that  which  enters  into 
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the  composition  of  the  celebrated  dragees  of 
Keysev ; with  this  difference  only,  that  the  latter 
is  the  result  of  a less  chymical  and  much  more 
laborious  process. 

Formed  into  pills  with  the  crumb  of  bread, 
the  dose  is  from  a single  grain . to  five  grains 
every  night, 

HYDRARGYRUS  CALCINATUS.  (L) 

In  this  preparation  the  quicksilver  is  reduced 
to  the  state  of  a calx,  by  exposure  to  a conti- 
nued heat.  It  is  the  simplest,  yet  perhaps  the 
most  efEcacious  of  any  of  the  chymical  prepara- 
tions of  quicksilver. 

The  dose  is  from  half  a grain  to  two  grains 
every  night, 

HYDRARGYRUS  CUM  GRETA.  (L) 

This  preparation  has  many  strenuous  advo- 
cates, whilst  others,  of  no  inconsiderable  autho- 
rity, maintain  that  it  is  inert,  and  incapable  of 
producing  any  effect  whatever  on  the  system. 
Among  the  latter  is  Dr.  George  Fordyce.  Sir  J, 
Earle  however  is  in  the  habit  of  employing  it  in 
the  cure  of  venereal  ulcers,  and  with  success ; and 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  it  possesses  a considerable 
degree  of  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  diseases  of  the 
prostate  gland. 

The  usual  dose  is  from  five  to  ten  grains 
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every  night,  formed  into  a bolus  with  syrup  or 
conserve. 

HYDRARGYRUS  MURIATUS.  (L) 

This  is  a remedy  of  very  extensive  utility  in 
surgery.  Like  the  preparation  last  irfentioned, 
however,  it  has  been  denied  the  properties  of 
an  antisyphilitic,  particularly  by  the  late  Sir 
John  Pringle,  who,*  notwithstanding,  allows  it 
considerable  merit  in  removing  particular  symp- 
toms. The;  testimony  of  Van  Swieten  and  others 
in  its  favour,  may  indeed  be  opposed  to  this; 
but  it  is  certainly  possessed  of  too  much  activity, 
to  merit  a preference  to  those  other  preparations 
of  quicksilver,  that  produce  the  mercurial  effect 
with  less  injury  to  the  primae  vise. 

HYDRARGYRUS  MURIATUS  FORTIOR. 

R Calcis  hydrargyri  albae  unc.  ss 
Acidi  muriatici  q.  s. 

The  calx  being  put  into  a flask  and  afterwards 
placed  in  sand  of  a moderate  heat,  as  much  of 
the  muriatic  acid  is  to  be  pourecf  upon  it  as  will 
dissolve  it.  When  this  is  effected,  a quantity  of 
distilled  water  is  to  be  added,  and  the  heat  after- 
wards continued  till  as  much  of  the  fluid  is  eva- 
porated, as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  re- 
mainder to  form  crystals,  when  set,  for  that 
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purpose,  in  a cool  place.  These  are  afterwards 
to  be  taken  out  and  preserved  for  use. 

This  is  the  mercurius  solutus.  of  Cullen  ; who, 
speaking,  in  his  chymical  writings,  of  mer- 
curial preparations  rendered  acrid,  or  kept  so, 
says,  “ These  are  rendered  more  acrid  by  redis- 
solving the  precipitates.  When  mercury  is  pre- 
cipitated from  any  of  the  fossil  acids  by  alkalis, 
it  is  soluble  in  the  vegetable  acid.  I have  preci- 
pitated mercury  from  the  nitrous  acid,  by  means 
of  fixed  alkalis,  and  again  dissolved  it  in  the 
“muriatic,  and  from  thence  obtained  it  in  crystals. 
This  is  a pretty  accurate  preparation  ; one  grain 
of  this  I dissolved  in  an  ounce  of  water,  and  gave 
twenty  drops  of  it  for  a dose,  so  that  supposing 
this  grain  contained  one  third  of  mercury,  which 
seems  to  be  the  case,  this  one  third  dissolved  in 
.an  ounce  of  water,  or  four  hundred  and  eighty 
drops,  these  twenty  drops  could  only  contain 
of  one  third  of  a grain  of  mercury.  This 
shews  tiie  great  addition  of  power  that  mercury 
acquires  by  being  joined  to  acids.’’ 

It  has  been  suspected,  that  this  activemercurial 
is  the  chief  ingredient  in  Velno’s  vegetable  syrup » 

HYDRARGYRUS  MURIATUS  MITIS.  (L) 
This  preparation  has  heretofore  gone  under  the 
name  ,of  ScheeVs  calomel.  It  will  occasionally 
succeed  in  syphilitic  cases,  tvhen  other  prepara- 
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tions  of  quicksilver  have  proved  ineffectual,  and 
may  be  administered  in  the  dose  in  which  the 
hydrargyrus  muriatus  is  usually  given. 

HYDRARGYRUS  NITRATUS 
RUBER.  (L) 

This  remedy  is  well  known  as  an  escharotic, 
but  its  extraordinary  activity  does  not  allow  of 
its  being  given  internally.  When  finely  levi- 
gated and  joined  with  terebinthinate  applications, 
it  is  of  great  service  in  exciting  healthy  granula- 
tions in  scrofulous  sores,  and  ulcers  mall  moris. 

There  is  no  better  caustic  application  than  this 
to  venereal  shankers. 

HYDRARGYRUS  PHOSPHORATUS. 

This  is  a new  and  powerful  remedy  in  the 
secondary  stages  of  syphilis,  at  least  if  we  may 
credit  the  following  account  of  it  given  in  the 
‘ Journal  of  Inventions  of  Gotha,’  No.  II. 

The  phosphoric  acid  (say  the  Editors)  enters 
into  no  combination  with  mercury  in  its  metallic 
state.  But  if  the  mercury  be  previously  dissolved 
in  nitric  acid,  and  if  the  phosphoric  acid,  in  a 
liquid  form,  be  dropped  into  that  soli?ition,  a 
white  precipitate  is  formed,  which  is  a true  me- 
tallic neutral  salt,  consisting  of  a combination  of 
the  phosphoric  acid  and  mercury. 

Although  the  phosphat  of  mercury  has  long 
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been  known  as  a chymical  preparation,  yet  its 
practical  application  has  been  little,  if  at  all,  at- 
tempted. Bergman,  in  his  physical  and  chemi- 
cal tracts,  gives  the  following  directions  for  pre- 
paring this  active  medicine  : — Eight  ounces  of 
vitriolic  acid  are  carefully  and  well  mixed  with 
four  pounds  of  water,  in  a capacious  glass  vessel ; 
to  this  mixture  must  be  gradually  added  fourteen 
ounces  of  white  calcined  bones,  reduced  to  pow- 
der. The  vessel  ought  then  to  be  placed  in  a 
temperature  of  about  60^  for  three  days,  that  it 
may  gently  digest  ; during  which  time  it  ought 
to  be  frequently  stirred  with  a glass  rod.  Then 
the  whole  should  be  filtered  through  fine  linen, 
the  fluid  part  saved  in  a separate  vessel,  and  the 
residuum  washed  in  distilled  water,  till  it  be 
completely  edulcorated.  The  liquor  contains  the 
phosphoric  acid,  separated  from  the  bones  by 
means  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  but  in  a state  not  en- 
tirely free  from  gypsum.  This  liquor  must  be  eva- 
porated to  dryness,  and  the  residuum  dissolved  in 
the  smallest  possible  quantity  of  lukewarm  water, 
when  a considerable  portion  of  gypsum  will  re- 
main undissolved.  After  straining  off  all  the  liquor, 
it  must  again  be  diluted  with  distilled  water,  and 
a solution  of  the  purest  pot-ash  added  to  it,  until 
it  be  completely  saturated.  Thus  the  small  por- 
tion of  gypsum  still  held  in  solution  will  be  de- 
composed, and  some  calcareous  earth  be  precipi- 
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tated,  which  must  be  separated  by  filtration.  The 
liquor  then  ought  to  be  evaporated  to  a proper 
consistence,  and  exposed  in  a cool  place  for  cry- 
stallizatioh.  At  first  appears  a small  portion  of 
vitriolated  tartar,  which  originates  from  the  de- 
composition of  the  gypsum  ; but  if  the  liquor  be 
again  evaporated,  the  phosphorated  vegetable  al- 
kali will  be  produced  in  rhomboidal  prismatic 
crystals.  These  should  be  again  dissolved  in 
distilled  water,  and  afterwards  decomposed  by  a 
supersaturated  solution  of  mercury,  in  the  pitric 
acid.  The  precipitate  thus  obtained,  after  hav- 
ing been  completely  edulcorated,  by  repeated  af- 
fusions of  warm  distilled  water,  should  be  slowly 
dried.  By  this  process,  if  the  directions  given 
be  properly  attended  to,  the  product  will  uni- 
formly be  the  purest  phosphat  of  mercury. 

This  extremely  active  mercurial  preparation, 
however,  unless  it  be  administered  with  great 
caution,  is  very  apt  to  produce  nausea,  violent 
vomiting,  ptyalism,  and  other  disagreeable  symp- 
toms, even  when  taken  in  doses  not  exceeding 
half  a grain. — Witl^  a view  to  avoid  such  acci- 
dents, it  has  been  successfully  prescribed  in  the 
following  formula : 

Be  Hydrargyri  phosporati  gran,  iv  , 

Corticis  cinnamomi  in  pulverem  triti 
gran,  xiv 

Sacchari  purificati  drach.  ss.  misce* 
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The  whole  is  to  be  divided  into  eight  equal 
parts,  one  of  which  is  to  be  taken  every  morning 
and  evening,  unless  salivation  take  place,  when 
it  ought  to  be  discontinued.  Some  patients, 
however,  will  bear  from  one  to  two  grains  of  the 
phosphat  of  quicksilver,  without  inconvenience. 

“ This  remedy  has  been  observed  to  heal  inve- 
terate venereal  ulcers  in  a very  short  time,  nay, 
in  the  course  of  a few  days,  particularly  those 
about  the  pudenda.  In  venereal  inflammations 
of  the  eyes,  chai^cres,  rheumatisms,  and  chronic 
eruptions,  it  has  proved  of  eminent  service.  Upon 
the  whole,  if  used  with  the  necessary  precaution, 
and  in  the  hands  of  a judicious  practitioner,  it  is 
a medicine  mild  and  gentle  in  its  operation.  The 
cases,  in  which  it  deserves  the  preference  over 
other  mercurial  preparations,  are  these  ; in  an  in- 
veterate stage  of  syphilis,  particularly  in  persons 
of  torpid,  insensible  fibres — in  cases  of  exostosis, 
as  well  as  obstructions  in  the  lymphatic  system — 
in  chronic  complaints  of  the  skin,  &c.” 

To  those  who  have  had  experience  of  this  new 
remedy  it  must  be  left  to  decide  whether  it  really 
merifs  the  encomiums  bestowed  on  it.  , Per- 
haps its  great  activity  would  be  best  corrected 
by  opium. 
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PIYDRARGYRUS  PR^CIPITATUS 
CINEREUS. 

No.  I. 

R Hydrargyri  purificati 

Acidi  nitrosi  diluti  sing.  part.  aeq. 

I 

The  quicksilver  is  to  be  dissolved  in  the  ni- 
trous acid  and  diluted  with  water ; after  which,  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  aqua  ammoniae  is  to  be 
added,  to  neutralize  the  acid.  The  precipitate  is 
afterwards  to  be  well  washed  and  dried. 

This  is  the  Edinburgh  mode  of  preparing  the 
grey  precipitate  first  suggested  by  Dr.  Saunders 
as  a succedaneum  for  Plenck^s  remedy*  The  dose 
is  from  two  to  five  grains  every  night. 

No.  II. 

R Aquae  ammoniae  drach,  ij 
Aquae  distillatae  unc.  vj 
Calomelas  unc.  iv. 

The  two  liquids  being  first  mixed,  the  calomel 
is  to  be  thrown  in,  and  the  whole  agitated  toge- 
ther. After  the  decomposition  is  completed, 
the  precipitate  is  to  be  separated  by  filtration 
and  dried. 

In  the  treatment  of  lues  venerea  by  fumiga- 
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tion,  Mr,  Abernethy  thinks  this  preparation  su- 
perior to  the  red  sulphurated  quicksilver,  on 
account  of  its  not  yielding  any  vapour  offensive 
to  the  lungs  of  the  patient.  It  is,  in  fact,  the 
same  kind  of  remedy  with  that  recommended 
hy  Lalonette  ; with  this  difference,  that  it  is  cheap- 
er and  less  troublesome  in  the  preparation.  The 
powder  of  Lalonette  was  ‘‘  a kind  of  calomel, 
which,  by  repeated  sublimation  from  iron-filings, 
was  so  far  deprived  of  its  muriatic  acid,  as  to  be, 
in  part,  reduced  into  running  quicksilver  ; and, 
while  it  possessed  considerable  volatility,  was 
perfectly  irritating.'^ 

The  substitute  recommended  by  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy contains  a good  deal  of  quicksilver  in  its 
metallic  state,  which  being  extremely  volatile, 
becomes  oxydated  when  raised  into  fume,  and 
afterwards  condenses  into  a fine  white  dust, 
which,  if  the  process  of  fumigation  be  properly 
conducted,  applies  itself  to  all  parts  of  the  skin, 
and  is  quickly  taken  up  by  the  superficial  absor- 
bents. 

The  patient  is  to  be  inclosed,  naked,  in  a kind 
of  box,  somewhat  like  a sedan  chair,  having, 
above,  an  opening  which  encircles  the  neck, 
and,  at  the  bottom,  another  for  the  reception  of 
a grate  and  heated  iron.  The  mercurial  powder 
is  thrown  upon  the  iron,  and  after  the  fumes  are 
entirely  dispersed  over  the  patient’s  body,  a flan- 
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nel  dress,  which  has  itself  been  fumigated,  should 
be  put  on. 

Mr.  Blicke  employs  fumigated  stockings  and 
under-waistcoats,  with  a' view  to  produce  mer- 
curial effects,  both  locally  and  on  the  constitu- 
tion, without  the  unpleasantness  of  rubbing  in 
quicksilver  ointment.  Diseased  joints,  and  sar- 
comatous enlargements  in  the  breasts  of  women, 
have  been  greatly  benefited  by  this  practice ; 
without  the  patient’s  being  aware  of  the  nature 
of  the  application, 

HYDRARGYRUS  SULPHURATUS 
RUBER.  (L) 

The  chief  and  almost  only  use  of  this  in  sur- 
gery, is  in  the  administration  of  quicksilver  by 
fumigation.  Thus  employed,  it  has  proved  ex- 
ceedingly serviceable  in  venereal  cases.  Ulcers 
and  excrescences  about  the  pudendum  and  anus 
in  women,  are  particularly  benefited  by  it  ; and 
in  these  cases  it  is  most  conveniently  applied,  by 
placing  a red  hot  heater  at  the  bottom  of  a night- 
stool-pan,  and,  after  sprinkling  on  it  a few  grains 
of  the  red  sulphurated  quicksilver,  placing  the 
patient  on  the  stool.  To  fumigate  ulcers  in  the 
Throat,  it  is  necessary  to  receive  the  fumes  on  the 
part  affected,  through  the  tube  of  a funnel.  By 
inclosing  the  patient  naked  in  a box,  it  has,,  on 
some  occasions,  been  contrived,  to  fumigate  the 
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whole  of  the  body  at  once;  and  in  this  way, 
the  specific  powers  of  the  quicksilver  have  been 
very  rapidly  excited.  (See  the  preceding  article). 

This  mode  of  curing  the  lues  venerea,  is  spoken 
of  in  Astruc  ; and  the  subject  has  of  late  years 
been  revived  in  a treatise  by  Lalonette^  and  by 
Mr.  Abernethy  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital. 

HYDRARGYRUS  VITRIOLATUS.  (L) 

This  is  the  old  mercurial  remedy,  once  in 
very  great  vogue,  called  turhith  mineral.  On 
account  of  the  roughness  of  its  operation,  which 
is  violently  emetic,  it  has  been,  for  the  most 
part,  discontinued  in  practice.  When  used,  it 
is  in  doses  from  one  to  eight  grains. 

INFUSUM  FOLIORUM  BELLADONN.E. 

R Belladohnae  foliorum  exsiccatorum 
drach.  ss 

Aquae  ferventis  unc.  xij. 

To  seven  ounces  of  the  strained  liquor  Dr. 
Saunders  directs  one  of  tinct.  cardamomi  comp, 
to  be  added. 

This  remedy  is  adapted  to  the  same  cases,  and 
must  be  administered  under  the  same  regulations^  : 
as  the  aconitum,  -cicuta,  hyoscyamus,  and  other 
vegetables  of  that  class,  of  which  mention  is  made 
under  the  articles  succus  aconiti  spissatns^ 
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Of  the  above  infusion  two  spoonfuls,  three 
times  a day,  may  be  given  at  the  outset. 

INFUSUM  FOLIORIJM  LAURI  CE- 
RASSI. 

R Foliorum  lauri  cerassi  recent ium  unc.  iv 
Aquae  bullientis  lib.  ij 
Mellis  despumati  unc.  iv. 

The  leaves  are  to  be  infused  in  a close  vessel 
for  one  hour,  and  the  honey  afterwards  dissolved 
in  the  strained  liquor. 

' This  infusion  has  been  successfully  applied 
by  Dr.  Cheston,  to  ulcers  of  a malignant  cha- 
racter. Its  effects  in  one  instance  of  a painful 
corroding  ulcer  on  the  lip,  apparently  of  a can- 
cerous nature,  but  which  healed  entirely  under 
its  use,  were  very  remarkable. 

Fine  linen  rags,  or  lint,  wet  with  the  liquor, 
are  to  be  laid  on  the  ulcerated  part,  and  renewed 
occasionally. 

INFtJSUM  LINI. 

R Seminis  lini  unc.  j 

Radicis  glycyrrhizae  incisae  drach.  ij 
Aquae  ferventis  lib.  ij. 

Thfese  are  to  be  suffered  to  stand  near  the 
fire  for  some  hours ; stirring  the  mixture  occasi- 
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onally,  in  order  that  the  mucilage  of  the  seeds 
may  be  completely  dissolved. 

This  is  a useful  beverage  in  the  strangury,  in 
cases  where  a flow  of  Urine  is  to  be  promoted, 
or  its  explusion  facilitated.  These  purposes 
will  be  greatly  assisted,  by  dissolving  in  the 
liquor  about  an  ounce  of  gum  arabic,  after  the 
infusion  has  been  sufficiently  continued  to  ob- 
tain, completely,  the  mucilage  from  the  linseed* 

INFUSUM  PIPERIS  CAYENSIS. 

R Pi  peris  cayensis  gran,  viij 
Aquae  distillatae  unc.  viij. 

The  Cayenne  pepper  being  bruised,  the  cold 
water  is  to  be  poured  on  it,  and  suffered  to  stand, 
in  a close  vessel,  for  three  hours,  when  it  is  to 
be  filtered  through  paper. 

This  has  been  used  with  success,  at  the  Li- 
verpool Infirmary,  in  a gufta  serena.  Two  or 
three  drops  are  to  be  conveyed  between  the  eye- 
lids twice  a day,  and  persevered  in  for  a con- 
siderable time. 

The  pain  excited  by  this  application  is  ex- 
ceedingly violent,  and  sucli  as  requires  great 
resolution  in  the  patient  to  submit  to  for  a suffi- 
cient length  of  time. 

This  remedy  seems  to  act  much  upon  the  same 
principle  as  the  stimulating  snuffs  ; but  has  the 
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advantage  of  being  applied  more  directly  to  the 
part  affected. 

INJECTIO  ACIDI  MURIATICI. 

R Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iv 

Acidi  muriatici  gutt.  viij  misce. 

This  is  used,  with  very  good  effect,  in  cases 
of  gonorrhoea  where  the  scalding  of  the  urine 
proves  a troublesome  symptom.  "This  formula 
is  attributed  to  the  late  Mr.  Wyatt. 

INJECTIO  ALUMINIS. 

R Aluminis  gran,  iv 

Aquae  rosae  unc.  iv  misce. 

In  this  and  other  injections  for  the  gonor- 
rhoea, the  proportion  of  active  materials  is  to  be 
varied  according  to  circumstances,  especially 
in  women  ; who  will  bear  much  more  powerful 
remedies  of  this  kind  than  men. 

‘ The  above  is  most  suitable  in  the  latter  stage 
of  a clap,  when  the  inflammation . is  at  an  end. 
It  is  best  calculated,  indeed,  for  gleets,  and  such 
discharges  as  owe  their  continuance  to  a habit 
which  the  parts  have  acquired.  To  effect  a 
cure  in  these  cases,  the  habit  is  to  be  interrupted, 
and  the  remedy  continued,  notwithstanding  the 
disappearance  of  the  symptoms,  for  a consider-^ 
able  time. 
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Roch  alum  and  water,  in  the  proportion  of 
one  dram  to  six  ounces,  has  been  successfully 
employed  by  Dr.  Cheston,  as  an  injection  in 
affections  of  the  rectum,  either  when  the  inter- 
nal coat  has  been  simply- relaxed  and  disposed  to 
prolapse,  or  where  it  was  h)eset.with  loose  funga- 
ted tumours.  Camphor  is  of  service  in  the 
like  cases. 

The  proportion  of  alum  should  be  increased 
or  diminished  according  to  the  greater  or  less 
irritability  of  the  part. 

INJECTIO  AMMONITE  ACETATiE. 

Ec  Aquae  ammoniac  acetatae  unc.  j 
Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iij  misce. 

This  is  suitable  in  the  inflammatory  stage  of  a 
gonorrhoea.  Care  should  be  taken  in  preparing 
the  water  of  acetated  ammonia,  that  it^be  perfect- 
ly neutralized,  and  no  more. 

INJECTIO  CALOMELANOS. 

R Mucilaginis  seminis  cydonii  mali  unc.  iv 
Calomelanos  drach.  ss  misce. 

This  differs  from  Mr.  Bromfield’s  injection, 
o'nly  in  substituting  mucilage  of  quince  seeds 
for  that  of  gum  arabic. 

It  is  doubtful,  whether  the  calomel  has  any 
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share  in  the  good  effects  produced  by  this  reme- 
dy ; but  the  mucilage  is  a soothing  and  useful 
application  to  the  urethra,  when  inflamed  and 
irritated  by  the  venereal  di-scharge. 

At  St.  Bar^holomew’s  Hospital,  an  injection 
of  calomel  and  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  in  the 
proportions  here  stated,  is  employed. 

Some  practitioners  employ  calomel  and  aqua 
rosae,  one  scruple  to  six  ounces,  as  an  injection  ; 
but  it  is  difficult  to  keep  the  calomel  suspended 
even  while  the  injection  is  applied. 

INJECTIO  CERUSS^  COMPOSITA. 

R Pulverisk:erussae  compositi  scrup.  j 
Zinci  vitriolati  gran,  vj 
Aquae  rosae  unc.  iv  misce. 

' This  is  one  of  the  formulae  of  the  late  Mr. 
•Clare,  who  considered  it  a very  suitable  in- 
jection in  the  inflammatory  stage  of  a gonor- 
rhoea.^ 

INJECTIO  COPAIB.E. 

. R Balsami  copaibae  drach.  ij 

M^cilaginis  arabici  gummi  unc.  ss 
• ' Aquae  calcis  unc.  iv  misce. 

This  is  an  astringent  injection,  and  proper  in 
gleets,  and  in  the  latter  stage  of  gonorrhoea.  It 
is  also  a beneficial  remedy  in  the  fluor  albus. 
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INJECTIO  CUPRI  ACETAT 

R ^ruginis  praeparatae  gran,  x 
Olei  amygdalae  unc  iv.  misce. 

The  verdigrise  is  to  be  dissolved,  by  triture> 
or  by  a gentle  heat,  in  the  oil. 

INJECTIO  CUPRI  AMMONIATI. 

R Liquoris  cupri  ammoniati  gutt.  xx 
Aquae  rosie  unc.  iv  misce. 

This  is  the  injection  so  strongly  recommended 
by  Mr.  Foot,  who  considers  it  preferable  to  all 
other  remedies  of  this  nature. 

INJECTIO  CUPRI  VITRIOLATI. 

R Cupri  vitriolati  gran,  iv 

Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iv  misce. 

This,  and  the  foregoing  cupreous  injections, 
are  to  be  considered  of  the  astringent  class,  and 
calculated  for  the  latter  .stage  of  gonorrhoea. 
Of  these  however  it  may  be  said,  no  less  truly 
than  of  all  other  astringent  injections,  that  the 
propriety,  or  impropriety  of  employing  them 
during  the  existence  of  the  inflammation,  de- 
pends on  the  proportion  of  active  materials  in- 
troduced. into  their  composition ; /astringents, 
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in  very  minute  quantity,  having  the  effect  of 
sedatives. 

INJECTIO  CUPRI  VITRIOLATI  COM- 
SITA. 

R Cupri  vitriolati  gran,  vj 
Aquse  purae  unc.  iv 
Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  gutt.  xx. 

The  vitriolated  copper  being  first  dissolved, 
the  water  of  acetated  litharge  is  afterwards  to  be 
added. 

These  form  a turbid  mixture,  which  has  an 
excellent  effect  in  those  cases  of  phimosis,  where 
ulceration  is  going  on  within  the  prepuce.  It 
is  to  be  injected  between  that  part  and  the  glans 
penis  by  means  of  a syringe  ; and,  as  its  action 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  pretty  considerable,  the  repe- 
tition of  it  should  depend  upon  circumstances. 

This  formula  was  suggested  by  the  late  Mr. 
Samwell,  who,  in  his  practice  as  a navy  surgeon, 
found  it  eminently  useful. 

INJECTIO  GALL^. 

R Fomenti  gallas 

Aquae  distillatas  sing.  unc.  ij  miscc. 

This  is  merely  astringent,  and  suitable  only  in 
gleets  or  in  the  fluor  albus  in  women. 
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INJECTIO  HYDRARGYRI. 

R Hydrargyri  purificati  drach.  j 

Mucilaginis  arabici  gummi  unc.  iss 
Aqux  distillatae  unc.  iss. 

The  quicksilver  is  to  be  extinguished  in  the 
mucilage,  and  the  water  afterwards  added. 

The  good  effects  of  the  quicksilver  in  this  in- 
jection are  somewhat  questionable,  though  it  is 
a composition  preferred  by  many  practitioners. 

INJECTIO  HYDRARGYRI  MURIATE 
Be  Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iv 

Liquoris  hydrargyri  muriati  gutt.  ij 
misce. 

This  is  an  exceeding  good  injection  in  any 
stage  of  a gonorrhoea.  Where  there  is  much  in- 
flammation it  must  be  weakened,  and  where  that 
'is  absent,  the  proportion  of  muriated  quicksilver 
may  be  augmented,  Cerussa  acetata  is  some- 
times joined  with  it,  but  this  is  no  material  im- 
provement. 

When  made  sufficiently  strong,  it  is  likewise 
exceedingly  itseful  in  promoting  the  cure  of 
sinusses  which  cannot  be  laid  open,  or  which 
happen  to  be  situated  in  parts,  where  the  appear- 
ance of  a cicatrix  should  be  avoided.  Its  hrst 
G 2 
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effect  is  to  inflame ; a thin  discharge  succeeds, 
which  by  degrees  thickensj  and  granulation  taking 
place,  the  cavity  either  fills  up,  or  the  sides  of 
the  fistula  at  length  become  firmly  united  to 
each  other. 

INJECTIO  HYDRARGYRI  ACETATI. 

' R Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  gutt.  viij 
Aquae  rosae  unc.  iv  misce. 

This  is  an  injection  calculated  for  almost  any 
period  of  a gonorrhoea,  if  the  proportion  of 
water  of  acetated  litharge  be  duly  regulated  ; 
but  it  is  more  immediately  suited  to  the  in^flam- 
matory  stage, 

INJECTIO  OLEOSA. 

R Olei  amygdalae  unc.  iv 

Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  gutt.  viij  misce. 

This  is  a soothing  injection,  and  calculated  to 
abate  inflammation.  At  the  time  of  its  being 
employed,  it  should  be  slightly  warmed,  in  a 
t^a-cup  set  in  hot  water. 

INJECTIO  OPIATA. 

R Aquae  distillatae  unc,  iv 

Tincturae  opii  gutt.  xl  misce. 


The  design  of  this  injection  is  obvious. 
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INJECTIO  THE^. 

R Thex  viridis  foliorum  drach.  ss 

r-  Aquae  ferventis  unc.  iv. 

These  are  to  be  infused  in  the  common  way, 
and  the  strained  liquor  employed  as  an  in- 
jection. 

It  is  suitable  at  any  period  of  a gonorrhoea, 
but  more  particularly  during  the  inflammatory 
stage,  when  its  sedative  effects  prove  highly  ije- 
neficial.  ^ 

INJECTIO  VINI  RUBRI. 

R Vini  rubri  unc.  xij 

Aquae  purae  unc  iv  misce. 

This  is  the  injection  recommended  by  Sir, 
Jalnes  Earle  in  the  cure  of  the  hydrocele.  If 
the  tumour  be  very  large,  he  directs  it  to  be 
emptied  and  the  water  suffered  to  accumulate, 
till  about  six  ounces  are  collected.  It  is  then  to 
be  tapped  in  the  common  way,  and  as  much  of 
the  red  wine  injection,  made  blood- warm,  is  to 
be  thrown  in  through  the  canula  of  the  trocar, 
as  will  distend  the  tumour  to  its  original  size. 
It  is  to  be  allowed  to  remain  there  for  about  five 
minutes,  after  which  it  is  to  be  pressed  outj- 
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and,  if  the  subsequent  inflammation  prove  con» 
siderable,  a common  poultice  is  to  be  had  re- 
course to.  It  appears,  from  experiments  made 
by  other  practitioners,  that  the  cure  in  this  case 
is  less  to  be_  attributed  to  the  materials  which 
compose  this  injection,  than  to  the  mere  cir- 
cumstance of  suddenly  redistending  the  sack  : 
air,  the  water  of  the  hydrocele,  and  other  liquids, 
having  succeeded  equally  well  when  this  cir- 
cumstance has  been  attended  to 

Dr.  Donald  Monro ^ in  a note  p.  141,  of  his  Essay  on  tht 
Dropsy^  published  in  1755,  speaks  of  this  mode  of  radically 
curing  the  hydrocele,  in  the  following  terms : “ Mr.  Monro, 
surgeon  to  Lord  Humt^s  reghnent,  taking  the  hint  from  the 
method  proposed  by  my  father  (Professor  Alexander  Monro 
of  Edinburgh)  curing  the  hydrocele,  by  raising  a small 
degree  of  inflammation,  attempted  to  make  a radical  cure  in 
the  following  manner.  After  ha<^ing  let  out  the  water  of  a* 
large  hydrocele,  that  had  been  often  tapped,  he  injected  a little 
spirit  of  wine  into  the  scrotum,  which  raised  so  violent  an 
inflammation  as  to  bring  the  'patient  into  great  danger,  but  by 
bleeding  him  very  freely,  he  was  at  length  relieved  of  it. 
His  patient  recovered,  and  has  never  since  had  a return  of  the 
hydrocele.  This  violent  inflammation  which  the  ardent 
spirits  brought  on  in  this  patient,  induced  him  to  try  a milder 
remedy  in  the  next  case  that  offered ; when,  having.  let  out 
the  water^he  injected' some  claret  into  the  scrotum,  by  which 
means  only  a slight  degree  of  inflammation  was  raised,  but 
it  succeeded  to  his  wish  by  completing  a cure ; since  which 
tinre  he  has  made  seieral  radical  cures  by  this  remedy  alone 
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INJECTIO  ZINCI  VITRIOLATI. 

R Zinci  vitriolati  gran,  x 

Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iv  misce. 

This  is  the  injection  preferred,  and  not  unde- 
servedly, by  the  late  Mr.  Clare.  Many  who 
have  made  extensive  trials  of  the  various  sub- 
stances employed  as  injections  inthe  gonorrhoea, 
have  decided  in  favour  of  the  solutions  of  vitri- 
olated  zinc. 

Of  all  injections,  however,  it  may  truly  be  said, 
that  they  are  not  equal  in  their  effects,  even  in 
cases  where  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
are  used,  appear  to  be  similar.  Hence  the  neces-> 
sity  of  that  variety  of  formul3e  which  have  been 
introduced  into  practice. 

KALI  AERATUM. 

Be  Kali  praeparati  unc,  ss 
Aquae  distillatae  drach,  v. 

Ammonias  praeparati  drach.  j. 

The  kali  being  dissolved  in  a water-bath,  the 
prepared  ammonia  is  to  be  added,  and  when  the 
effervescence  is  at  an  end,  the  mixture  is  to  be 
set  by  to  crystallize. 

This  is  in  use  at  St,  Bartholomew’s  and  other 
hospitals,  as  a lithontriptic.  It  is  given  in  the 
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dose  of  two  drams,  dissolved  in  a pint  of  dis- 
tilled water,  twice  a day* 

KALI  ARSENIC ATUM. 

Be  Arsenic i albi  ..  - 

Nitri  punficati  sing.  unc.  j. 

These  being  powdered  and  mixed  together,  are 
to  be  placed  in  a sand-bath,  the  heat  of  which 
is  to  be  gradually  augmented,  until  the  vapours 
cease  to  issue  from  the  mouth  of  the  retort*  The 
mass  is  then  to  be  dissolved  in  four  pt>unds  of 
boiling  distilled  water,  which  is  afterwards  to 
be  evaporated,  and  the  residue  set  aside  to  chrys* 
tallize. 

This  is  one  of  the  formulae  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital,  where  these  crystals  are  given 
in  the  dose  of  one  fifth  of  a grain,  three  times 
a day.  It  resembles,  in  its  properties,  the  re- 
medy proposed  by  Dr.  Fowler,  for  which,  see 
solutio  arsenide 

KALI  PURUM.  (L)  ^ 

This  is  a most  powerful  caustic,  and  perhaps 
the  most  useful,  for  that  reason,  of  any  employed 
in  surgery.  It  acts  immediately  on  being  ap- 
plied to  a living  part,  and  in  that  respect,  has  th« 
advantage  of  those  substances  which  require  to 
be  applied  for  a length  of  time,  and  whose  ac- 
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tion  of  course,  is  left  more  to  accident.  In  the 
state  directed  by  the  College,  it  has  a disposition 
to  liquify,  which  is  exceedingly  inconvenient ; 
but  it  has  been  improved  in  this  respect  by  a 
species  of  adulteration  practised  by  the  chemists, 
who  introduce  a small  proportion  of  unslacked 
lime  in  fine  powder,  and  thus  give  the  sticks 
into  which  it  is  formed,  a suitable  degree  of 
solidity. 

Its  principal  use  is  for  opening  abscesses  and 
venereal  buboes,  and  the  mode  of  applying  it 
is  as  follows.  The  caustic,  being  slightly  moist- 
ened at  the  end  with  a little  water,  it  is  to  be  rub- 
bed on  the  thinnest,  most  prominent,  and  most 
depending  part  of  the  tumour.  Its  immediate 
effect  will  be  to  destroy  the  skin,  which  is  to  be 
removed,  and  the  farther  operation  of  the  caus- 
tic encouraged  by  continuing  the  friction  in 
various  directions.  By  a little  management  of 
this  sort,  the  living  parts  may  be  successively 
brought  into  contact  with  the  caustic,  so  that,  at 
length,  a complete  opening  may  be  effected. 
This  however  being  a process  of  some  severity 
to  the  patient,  and  the  immediate  discharge  of 
the  matter  of  an  abscess  seldom  if  ever  requi- 
site, it  will  be  found  sufficient  to  rub  the  part 
with  the  caustic  three  or  four  times  in  the  manner 
described,  and  afterwards  cover  the  eschar  with 
a small  bit  of  lint,  which  may  either  be  con- 
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fined  by  an  adhesive  plaster  or  by  a common 
poultice.  In  two  or  three  days,  the  dead'  por- 
tion will  begin  to  slough,  and  the  matter  will  find 
a gradual  outlet  at  the  edges.  Some  caution  is 
necessary  to  confine  this  application  to  as  small 
zl  point  as  possible,  on  account  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  kali  to  act  laterally.  For  this  reason 
it  should  rather  be  tivirled  between  the  finger 
and  thumb,  than  employed  with  a circuitous 
motion  of  the  hand. 

That  the  practice: of  opening  buboes  by  the 
application  of  caustic,  should  be  preferred  by 
the  patient  as  well  as  the  surgeon,  the  follov^^ing 
fact,  related  by  thfe  late  Mr.  Hunter,  is  a suffici- 
ent  proof,  ‘‘  I once  opened  two  buboes  (says 
he)  in  the  same  person,  one  immediately  after 
the  other.  The  first  was  with  kali  purum^  which 
gave  him  considerable  pain,  and  .therefore  he 
would  have  the  other  opened_with  a lancet,  as 
the  pain  would  only  be  momentary.  But  it  was 
so  great^  and.  the  soreness  continued  so  long, 
while  there  was  no  pain  in  the  other,  deadened 
by  the  caustic,  after  it  had  done  its  business  ; 
that  next  day  he  said  if  he  was  ever  obliged  to 
have  one  opened  again,  it  should  be  with 
caustic.^’  . 

, Caustics  are  applied  to  various  parts  of  the 
body,  with  a view  of  exciting  a new  action 
and  by  that  means  superseding  diseased  action. 
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Under  this  idea,  the  late  Mr.  Pott  suggested  a 
mode  of  treating  incurvations  of  the  dorsal  ver- 
tebrae in  scrofulous  patients,  by  applying  a 
caustic  on  each  side  of  the  projection,  and  af- 
terwards establishing  a considerable  drain,  by 
converting  them  into  large  issues,  a plan  of 
treatment  of  which  every  day’s  experience  proves 
the  propriety.  Kali  purum  is  as  convenient  and 
useful  for  this  purpose  as  any  caustic  that  can 
be  applied. 

LINIMENTUM  ACIDUM. 

R Mellis  rosae  unc.  j 

Acidi  muriatici  gutt.  xx. 

This  liniment,  the  formula  of  the  late  Sir 
William  Fordyce,  and  directed  by  him  in  cases 
of  malignant  ulceration  in  the  throat,  is  ex- 
tremely well  calculated  for  that  or  any  similar 
purpose.  It  should  be  applied  with  a large  ca- 
mel’s-hair  brush  twice  or  thrice  a day;  and  in 
cases  where  its  action  on  the  part  is  likely  to  be 
too  considerable,  the  quantity  of  muriatic  acid 
must  be  diminished. 

LINIMENTUM  AMMONITE.  rL) 

R Aquae  ammoniae  unc.  ss 
Olei  olivae  unc.  iss  miscc. 
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This  liniment  and  its  usts  have  been  long 
known.  The  greatest  objection  to  it  is  the  un- 
cleanliness attending;  its  application* 

LINIMENTUM  AMMONIiE  CUM  CAM- 
PHORA. 

Be  Camphorae  drach.  ij 
Olei  olivse  unc  j 
Aquae  ammoniae  purae  unc.  iij. 

The  camphor  is  to  be  dissolved  in  the  oil  and 
then  added  to  the  water  of  pure  ammonia. 

This  liniment  was  employed  by  the  late  Mr. 
Cruikshank,  in  cases  of  deep  seated  inflamma- 
tion, or  to  quicken  the  action  of  parts  that  sup- 
purated imperfectly. 

LINIMENTUM  AMMONIdE.  FOR- 
TIUS. fLJ 

Be  Aquae  ammoniae  purae  unc.j 
Olei  olivse  unc.  ij  misce. 

I 

This  differs  from  the  forgoing  in  no  material 
respect,  but  in  point  of  strength. 

LINIMENTUM  AMMONITE  OPIATUM. 
R Opii  purificati  unc;  iss 

Spiritus  vinosi  tenuioris  lib.  j 
Aquae  ammoniae  purae  une.  ij. 
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These  ingredients  are  to  be  digested  together 
in  a gentle  heat  till  the  opium  is  dissolved. 

This  liniment  is  of  service  in  rigid  and  pain- 
ful swellings  of  the  articulations. 

LIl^IMENTUM  BITUMINIS  AMMONI- 
ATUM. 

R Petrolei  Barbadensis  unc.  iss 

Aquse  ammoniac  purae  unc.  ss  misce. 

This  remedy  was  employed  by  Dr.  Kirkland 
in  diseases  of  the  hip  and  other  joints. 

He  considers  the  petroleum  as  ‘‘a  most  pow- 
erful dissolver  of  thickened  lymph,”  and,  as  a 
proof  of  it,  remarks  its  property  of  curing  those 
accumulations  about  the  joints  of  horses,  called 
wind  ’^galls. 

LINIMENTUM  CAMPHORS  iETHE- 
REUM. 

R Camphorse  drach.  j 

-^theris  unc.  ss.  * 

Olei  viperarum  drach.  ij  misce. 

The  camphor  is  to  be  dissolved  in  the  aether, 
and  the  oil  afterwards  incorporated  with  it. 

This  formula,  communicated  by  Mr.  Ware^ 
is  adapted  to  those  obscure  affections  of  the  eye 
in  which  it  is  not  easy  to  determine,  whether 
the  imperfection  of  the  sight  proceed  from  an 


PHARMACOPOEIA 


140 

incipient  cataract,  or  a defect  of  sensibility  in 
the  optic  nerve.  Under  these  circumstances, 
this  remedy  has  proved  essentially  serviceable  in 
many  instances. 

The  mode  of  applying  it  is  to  moisten  the 
point  of  the  finger  with  it,  and  to  ruVJ  it  for  two 
or  three  minutes  together,  morning  and  even- 
ing, on  the  outside  and  edges  of  the  eyelids. 

LINIMENTUM  CAMPHOR.E  AMM6- 
NIATUM. 

R Spiritus  camphorati  unc.  ij 

Aquae  ammoniac  purae  drach.  ij  misce. 

This  is  calculated  to  relieve  chronic  enlarge- 
ment of  the  joints,  and  such  other  external  af- 
fections as  require  the  use  of  topical  stimulants. 

LINIMENTUM  CAMPHORiE  COMPO- 
SITUM.  (L) 

R Camphorae  unc.  ij 

Aquae  ammoniae  u.nc.  vj  . : 

Spiritus  lavendulae  simplicis  unc.  xvj. 

The  two  latter  ingredients  are  to  be  mixed 
together  in  a glass  retort,  and  sixteen  ounces 
drawn  off  by  distillation  with  a moderate  heat. 
In  the  distilled  liquor  the  camphor  is  to  be 
afterwards  dissolved*  i 
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The  design  of  this  liniment  would  be  equally 
promoted  by  a simple  mixture  of  the  ingre- 
dients, 

LINIMENTUM  CAMFHORJE  CUM 
SAPONE. 

Be  Camphorae  drach,  ij 
Unguenti  rcsinae  unc.  j 
Saponis  nigri  unc.  ss  misce. 

This  liniment  is  adapted  to  a variety  of  sur- 
gical cases.  Dr,  Ferriar,  of  Manchester,  strong- 
ly recommends  it  in  the  lumbago,  for  which  it 
certainly  is  an  admirable  remedy. 

LINIMENTUM  CERUSSJS  CUM  SA- 
PONE.' 

R Solutionis  saponis  unc,  ij 

Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  drach,  j misce. 

Though  both  these  appear  to  be  altered  in 
their  properties  by  being  mixed  together,  they' 
form  a compound  of  considerable  efEcacy. 

The  oxide  of  lead  indeed,  is  said,  by  Dr. 
George  Fordyce,  to  produce  more  powerful 
effects  when  externally  applied,  than  any  other 
chemical  preparation  of  that  metal  ; and  the  use- 
fulness of  this  remedy  may  very  possibly  depend 
on  that  principle.  It  is  a good  application  for 
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diseased  joints,  and  for  parts  bruised,  where  there 
is  deep  seated  inflammation. 

LINIMENTUM  LITHARGYRI  COMPO- 
SITUM. 

R Unguenti  lithargyri  cum  aceto  unc.  ss 
Camphorae  gran,  viij 
Cerussas  acetatae  gran,  xv 
Opii  pulverisati  gran,  viij  misce. 

In  psorophthalmy,  this  liniment  proves  a 
very  suitable  remedy.  The  inflamed  borders 
of  the  eyelids  are  to  be  lightly  smeared  with  it  at 
bed-time. 

LINIMENTUM  OLEOSUM. 

R Olei  seminis  lini  unc.  iss 
, Aquas  calcis  unc.  iij  misce. 

This  is  one  of  the  formulae  of  Guy’s,  and  has 
indeed  been  used  in  all  the  London  hospitals,  as 
a remedy  for  burns  and  scalds. 

It  has  been  usual  to  prepare  this  liniment  with 
equal  parts  of  lime-water  and  olive-oil  ; but 
the  latter  possessing  no  stimulating  qualities, 
cannot  be  so  proper  as  the  oil  here  substituted. 
Both,  these  remedies,  however,  have  been  super- 
seded, and  justly  so,  by  the  linimentum  terebin* 
thince,  recommended  by  Mr.  Kentish. 
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It  is  of  the  last  importance  in  scalds  or  burns 
to  apply  a remedy,  at  the  instant  of  the  accident ; 
for  by  this  means,  the  violent  anguish  is  allayed, 
and  vesication,  which,  in  scalds  at  least,  is  usu- 
ally so  considerable  as  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
a tedious  curative  process,  is  in  a great  degree 
prevented.  Of  the  remedies  most  quickly  to  be 
found  on  such  occasions,  if  spirit  of  turpentine, 
or  spirit  of  wine  and  camphor,  cannot  be  had, 
rum  or  brandy  may  be  had  recourse  to.  The 
consequencesarising  from  the  application  of  any 
thing  hotter  than  boiling  water,  as  steam,  melted 
fat,  or  lead,  though  less  within  the  sphere  of 
these  hasty  remedies,  may  nevertheless  be  very 
powerfully  counteracted  by  them,  tiir  others 
can  be  procured, 

LINIMENTUM  OLEOSUM  CUM 
CUPRO. 

Be  Olei  olivse 

Aquae  cupri  ammoniati  sing,  unc,  ij , 
misce. 

This  liniment  was  employed  by  the  late  Mr. 
French,  in  the  case  of  a gentleman  who  had  a 
venereal  ulcer  on  the  penis,  the  progress  of 
which  was  aggravated  by  a mercurial  course.  To 
ulcers  of  an  anomalous  description,  an  applica- 
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tion  of  this  sort  may  be  tried  'with  some  pros- 
pect of  advantage. 

LINIMENTUM  OLEOSUM  COMPOSK 
TUM. 

R Olei  olivae  unc.  iiss 
Olei  terebinthinse  unc.  j 
Acidi  vitriolici  gutt.  xlv. 

The  materials  which  compose  this  liniment 
arc  to  be  cautiously  put  together,  on  account 
of  the  heat  which  is  produced  by  their  com- 
bination. For  this  reason,  an  open  vessel  must 
be  employed,  and  the  vitriolic  acid  added  gradu- 
ally. 

This  liniment,  -though  an  inelegant,  is  com- 
monly an  efhcacious  one  in  chronic  affections  of 
the  joints,  and  in  the  removal  of  long  existing 
effects  from  sprains  and  bruises.  At  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital,  it  is  frequently  ordered, 
for  these  purposes,  by  Mr.  Blicke. 

LINIMENTUM  SAPONIS  STIMULANS. 

R Linimenti  saponis  compositi  unc.  iss 
Tincturae  cantharidis  unc.  ss  misce. 

This  is  an  article  in  the  Formula  selectee  of 
Dr.  Saunders,  and  is  well  calculated  to  give  re- 


CHIRURGICA. 


H5 

lief  in  all  cases  where  it  is  required  to  stimulate 
the  skin. 


LINIMENTUM  SEPIiE  COMPOSITUM. 

R Sacchari  eonditi 

Ossis  sepiae  sing,  drach.  ss 
Calomelanos  scrup.  j 
Mellis  rosae  q.  s. 


The  sugar-candy  and  cuttle-fish  bone  are  to 
be  finely  levigated^  and,  with  the  calomel, 
formed  into  a liniment  with  the  honey  of  roses. 

This  is  employed  in  the  same  way  as  the  vi- 
trum  prcepamtum^  and  for  the  same  purposes. 

LINIMENTUM  SINAPL 
R Seminis  sinapi  flavi  lib.  ss 
Olei  terebinthinae  lib.  j 
Camphorae  une.  iv. 


The  mustard  seed  is  to  be  well  bruised  and 
digested  for  a week  or  more  in  the  oil  of  tur- 
pentine. The  fluid  part  is  then  to  be  poured 
•off,  and  what  is  retained  by  the  mustard  seed 
pressed  out ; and  lastly  the  camphor  is  to  be 
added. 

This  formula,  communicated  by  Dr.  Lewin, 
physician  to  the  dispensary  at  Liverpool,  has 
been  found  to  resemble  very  closely  Whitehead's 
H 
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Essence  of  Mustard^  and  is  thought  to  have  pro* 
duced  equal  good  effects  in  cases  of  local  rheu- 
matism. 

LINIMENTUM  SUCCINI  OPIATUM. 

R Olei  succini  rectificati 

Tincturae  opii  sing.  uric,  ij 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatse  unc.  j.  misce. 

The  tincture  of  opium  and  lard  being  first 
mixed  together  in  a mortar,  the  oil  of  amber  is 
to  be  gradually  incorporated. 

This  is  a composition  of  gre^f  celebrity  in 
Cheshire  as  a remedy  for  the  cramp.  It  is  also 
of  considerable  use,  as  an  application  to  parts 
affected  with  rheumatism  after  having  been 
severely  sprained. 

LINIMENTUM  TEREBINTHINiE. 

R Unguenti  resins  flavas  unc.  iv 
Olei  terebinthinae  q.  s misce. 

This  is  the  liniment  recommended  for  burns 
by  Mr.  Kentish,  of  Newcastle.  The  composi- 
tion must  be  so  regulated  as  to  admit  of  its  be- 
ing applied  to  the  part  affected  upon  thin  old 
linen.  Previous  to  this,  however,  Mr.  Kentish 
gives  the  following  directions. 

‘‘  Take  a tea-cup  and  put  some  rectified  spirit 
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of  wine,  or  spirit  of  wine  with  camphor,  or 
spirit  of  turpentine  into  it,  then  place  it  in  a 
hasoii  of  hot  water,  so  as  to  heat  it  to  what  you 
can  bear  with  your  finger ; then,  by  means  of  a 
rag  dipped  in  this,  or  a probe  armed  with  a good 
deal  of  lint,  wash  and  bathe  the  whole  of  the 
injured  surface.  When  well  done  two  or  three 
times  over,  apply  plasters  to  the  whole,  of  the 
foregoing  liniment.  The  wax  and  oil  of  the 
basilicon  will  fill  up  the  pores  of  the  cloth  so 
as  to  prevent  evaporation,  by  which  means  the 
strong  stimulant  powers  of  the  turpentine,  or 
alcohol,  or  camphor,  or  all  together,  are  so  con- 
fined upon  the  surface,  as  to  excite  the  absorb- 
ents to  the  very  increased  action  we  wish  ; 
and  when  this  has  taken  place,  the  small  quantity 
of  oil  is  sufficient  to  preserve  the  cuticle  in  a 
pleasant  state.’* 

Mr,  Kentish  advises  us  only  to  dress  the 
patient  oncfe  a day  a:t  the  first,  unless  in  some 
instances  : if  the  accident  should  happen  early 
in  the  morning,  he  may  be  a second  time  dressed 
in  the  evening,  but  it  will  be  better  even  to 
allow  him  to  remain  for  the  first  twenty-four 
hours  without  being  disturbed  ; for  if  the  plas- 
ters are -Spread  tolerably  thick  with  the  liniment, 
there  will  be  no  need  of  using  any  further  means 
until  the  next  dressing. 

Gn  the  following  day  (says  Mr.  Kentish);, 
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when  you  are  going  to  dress  the  patient,  the  first 
thing  to  be  done  is  to  have  fresh  plasters  spread 
before  you  begin  to  take  off  the  others;  (they 
are  to  be  spread  with  the  digestive  liniment,  the 
same  as  at  the  first 'dressing),  and  then  not  to  take 
off  more  than  one  at  once,  as  the  less  time  the 
parts  are  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  external 
air  the  better.  It  will  seldom  be  necessary  to 
have  recourse  a second  time  to  the  application 
cither  of  the  pure  heated  alcohol,  or  camphor* 
ated  alcohol,  or  spirit  of  turpentine,  as  the  red- 
ness or  apparant  inflammation  will  appear  much 
less  vivid  ; it  will  be  necessary  4:'herefore  to  di- 
minish your  exciting  means  as  the  action  di- 
minishes ; some  proof  spirit,  or  some  laudanum 
with  the  coldness  taken  off,  will  be  sufficient 
for  this  dressing,  and  the  plasters  immediately 
applied:  they  ought  to  have  been  so  near  a fire 
as  to  make  them  near  the  temperature  of  the  pa- 
tient’s body,  to  avoid  any  chilliness  succeeding 
their  application  ; this  being  done,  your  patient 
is  to  remain  quiet  for  twenty-four  hours  longer, 
at  which  time  you  will  generally  find  that  the 
appearance  of  inflammation  has  disappeared,  and 
where  there  had  been  any  small  vesications  in 
the  first  instance,  there  will  be  seen  such  a se- 
cretion 6f  pus  as  may  be  noticed  the  second  day 
after  the  application  of  a blister ; the  stimulants 
will  now  have  performed  their  office,  and  if 
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persevered  in,  they  will  produce  unpleasant 
effects  themselves,  somewhat  resembling  the 
complaint  they  were  meant  to  cure,  although 
on  a different  part  of  the  system  ; as  by  these 
means  the  external  absorbent  vessels  would  be 
the  most  excited,  whereas  the  original  accident 
appears  to  have  excited  the  exhalant  vessels 
more  ; for  which  reason,  as  the  equilibrium  of 
action  will  appear  nearly  to  be  restored,  it  will 
now  be  necessary  to  apply  less  irritating  sub- 
stances/’ 

Instead  of  the  liniment  with  spirit  of  tur- 
pentine, Mr.  Kentish  advises  that  the  basilicon  be 
reduced  to  a proper  consistence  with  camphora- 
ted oil;  and.  if,  with  this,  any  irritation  take 
place, -the  use  of  ceratum  lapidis  calaniinaris,  or 
Goulard’s  cerate. 

To  repress  the  growth  of  fungus,  and  to  ab- 
sorb the  redundant  secretion,  we  are  advised  to 
apply  powdered  chalk  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
Cleghorn. 

As  soon  as  secretion  takes  place  (says  Mr. 
Kentish.),  I begin  the  use  of  powdered  chalk, 
heated  to  the  temperature  of  the  body  ; which  is 
plentifully  applied  to  the  whole  secreting  sur- 
face, and  afterwards  covered  with  a plaster 
spread  with  cerate.  In  case  of  eschars  coming 
away,  or  while  they  are  detaching  themselves,  I 
Ml  up  the  hollow  made  by  their  loss  when  se- 
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parated,  and  fill  up  the  furrow  at  their  edges 
when  loosening,  with  powdered  chalk,  covered 
with  the  plaster  ; and  if  the  process  be  tedious, 
a poultice T)f  bread  and  milk  is  applied  over  the 
plaster.  In  very  severe  and  extensive  acoidents 
of  this  kind,  I have  used  this  method  through- 
out the  whole  cure  after  the  formation  of  pus, 
and  have  in  general  found  it  prevent  the  ne- 
cessity of  either  astringent  or  caustic  applica- 
tions : nor  on  the  other  hand  have  I found  it 
retard  the  cure,  by  repressing  the  necessary 
secretion.” 

The  principle  on  which  these  local  applica- 
tions are  recommended,  as  well  as  the  corres- 
ponding internal  treatment  by  the  free  use  of 
stimulants  and  opium,  which  Mr.  Kentish  re- 
commends, will  be  best  understood  from  the 
following  recapitulation  of  his  own  arguments. 

‘ ‘ Thus  we  see  the  whole  of  the  former  treatment 
inverted;  the  most  gentle  soothing  means  were 
used  both  externally  and  internally,  when  an 
accident  of  this  terrible  nature  happened  ; these 
were  continued  until  suppuration  took  place, 
and  then  the  system  was  excited  under  an  idea 
of  supporting  it,  which  not  unfrequently  so 
fatigued  the  system,  as  induced  a fever  of  the 
hectic  form.  The  present  mode  is  the  reverse  of 
this ; when  a part  of  the  frame  has  been  much 
excited,  this  part  is  not  allowed  to  cease  to  act 
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for  want  of  stimulus,  but  is  kept  in  action  by 
an  adequate  stimulus,  gradually  diminishing  it 
until  it  returns  to  its  ordinary  action.  With  the 
same  view  the  internal  means  are  highly  stimulant 
to  the  v/hole  system,  which  must  be  supposed 
to  be  in  a natural  state  at  the  time  of  the  acci- 
dent. Thus  increasing  the  action  of  the  whole 
generally,  by  strong  stimuli,  and  decreasing  the 
action  of  the  part  by  lessening  the  stimuli,  the 
desired  end  will  be  more  readily  obtained,  that 
is,  the  equilibrium  of  the  action  will  be  restored. 
Should  the  injury  have  gone  the  length  of  de- 
stroying any  part  of  the  body,  I have  observed 
that  this  cannot  take  place  without  some  other 
parts  of  the  system  only  having  their  action  in- 
creased. The  restoration  of  those  yet  living 
parts  must  be  first  attended  to ; and  this  very 
mode  will  facilitate  the  process  of  throwing  off 
the  dead  parts,  which,  when  done,  and  a sup- 
puration having  taken  place,  the  exciting  of  the 
system  by  any  thing  stimulant,  either  by  food  or 
medicine,  should  be  cautiously  avoided.  Should 
the  secretion  of  pus  continue  too  great,  gentle 
laxatives,  and  a spare  diet,  are  indicated.  If  any 
part,  as  the  eyes  for  instance,  keep  weak,  .with 
a tendency  to  inflammation,  topical  bleedings, 
or  small  quantities  of  blood  taken  from  the  arm, 
are  pseful.  -To  defend  the  new  skin,  campho- 
rated oil,  or  camphorated  oil  and  lime-water, 
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equal  parts,  are  very  good  topical  applications. 
Wounds  of  this  kind  heal  very  fast  when  the 
diminution  of  pus  is  prevented,  by  attention  to 
the  diet.  If  it  is  necessary  to  keep  up  the  pa- 
tient’s strength,  small  doses  of  bark,  taken  twa 
or  three  times  a day  in  some  milk,  will  answer 
that  purpose,  and  will  not  excite  a quickened 
circulation,  as  wine,  ale,  or  spirit,  is  apt  to  do. 

By  attention  to  these  general  principles,  I 
can  truly  assert,  that  I have  cured  very  many 
extensive  and  dangerous  burns  and  scalds,  in  one, 
two,  three,  and  four  weeks,  that  by  the  former 
method  would  have  taken  as  many  months  ; and 
some  which  I believe  to  have  been  incurable  by 
the  former  method.” 

LINIMENTUM  TEREBINTHINiE  COM- 
POSITUM. 

R Olei  terebinthinae  unc.  iij 
Camphorae  drach.  ij 
Unguenti  cantharidis  unc.  j. 

The  ointment  of  cantharides  being  melted  in 
a water  bath,  the  camphor  must  next  be  added 
in  a powdered  state,  and  lastly  the  oil  of  turpen- 
tine. 

As  an  active  stimulant  this  liniment  may  be 
applied  to  many  useful  purposes  in  surgery. 
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LINIMENTUM  TUTIiE. 

R Tutiae  praeparatae  drachm  j 
Mellis  rosae  q.  s.  misce. 

This  liniment  should  be  made  of  the  consist- 
ence of  treacle,  and  in  that  state,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  a good  substitute  for  the  more  ope- 
rose  formula  of  Sir  Hans  Sloan, 

LINIMENTUM  ZINCI  VITRIOLATI. 

Be  Zinci  vitriolati  scrup.  j 

Adipis  suilloe  praeparatae  unc.  ss. 

The  vitriolated  zinc  being  very  finely  pow- 
dered, is  afterwards  to  be  well  incorporated  with 
the  lard. 

This  liniment  is  exceedingly  useful  in  the 
cure  of  that  chronic  inflammation  of  the  eyelids, 
to  which  old  people  are  particularly  obnoxious, 

LIQUOR  CUPRI  AMMONIATI. 

R Calcis  cupri  drach.  j 
Aquae  ammoniae  unc.  ij. 

These  are  to  be  digested  together,  without 
heat,  till  the  copper  is  dissolved. 

The  calx  maybe  made,  by  dissolving  a quan- 
tity of  cuprum  vitriolatum  in  water,  and  adding 
H 2 
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to  it  as  much  of  a solution  of  kali  praepafatum 
as  will  throw  down  the  copper,  which  is  after- 
wards to  be  well  washed  and  dried. 

The  principal  use  of  this,  is  for  the  compo- 
sition of  the  injectio  cupri  ammoniati* 

LIQUOR  HYDRARGYRI  MURIATI. 

Be  Hydrargyri  muriati  drach.  j 
Acidi  muriatici  q.  s. 

The  acid  is*^o  be  gradually  added  to  the  mu- 
riated  quicksilver,  and  rubbed  in  a glass  mortar, 
till  the  solution  is  complete. 

Two  drops  of  this  liquor  is  nearly  equivalent 
to  one  grain  of  the  muriated  quicksilver. 

LIXIVIUM  MARTIS. 

The  matter  which  remains  after  subliming  the 
ferrum  cmmoniacale^  being  set  in  a moist  place, 
f deliquesces,  and  forms  this  remedy,  which  is 
u^sed  in  surgery  only  as  a stypticT  It  is  applied 
to  the  bleeding  vessel  upon  lint. 

The  celebrated  powder  of  Faynard  for  stop- 
ping hemorrhages,  is  said,  by  Dr.  Odicr,  to  be 
nothing  more  than  the  charcoal  of  beech-wood 
finely  powdered.  This  is  also  said  to  be  very 
effectual  in  internal  bleedings,  if  given  in  the 
dose  of  a teaspoon ful  three  or  four  times  a day/'*' 


See  Duncan’s  Medical  Commentaries  for  1793 
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A styptic  capable  of  stopping  the  effusion  of 
blood  frQnf  a large  artery,'  would  be  a valuable 
discovery ; and  many  remedies  said  to  possess 
this  power  have  been  successively  introduced  to 
public  notice  i but  their  reputation  has  not  been 
lasting.  The  trials  made  have  commonly  been 
on  the  principal  arteries  in  the  extremities  of 
quadrupeds,  as  the  horse,  ass,  &c.  but  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  blood-vessels  in  these  possess  a 
property  of  contraction,  which  does  not  exist 
in  more  perfect  animals, 

LOTIO  ALUMINIS. 

Be  Aluminis  unc,  ss 

Aquae  distillatae  lib.  j. 

This  is  the  alum  lotion  of  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital,  It  is  employed  sometimes  as  a discu- 
tient  and  likewise  with  a view  of  checking  the 
progress  of  external  inflammation. 

LOTIO  AMMONIA  ACETATE. 

R Aquae  ammonias  acetatae 
Spiritus  vinosi  rectificati 
Aquae  distiliatae  sing,  unc.  iv,  misce. 

This  lotion  is  of  great  use  in  external  inflam- 
mation, but  more  particularly  serviceable  in  the 
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early  stage  of  .the  milk  breast,.  In  these  cases, 
however,  many  surgeons  prefer  the  aqua  ammo- 
niac acetatae  alone. 

Linen  rags  should  be  dipped  into  it,  as  in 
other  instances,  and  kept  continually  on  the 
part  affected. 

LOTIO  AMMONIA  MURIAT.E, 

Be  Ammoniae  muriatae  unc.  j 
Spiritus  rosismarini  lib.  j. 

The  muriated  ammonia  being  powdered  and 
dissolved  in  the  spirit,  forms  the  lotion  so  strong- 
ly recommended  by  the  late  Mr.  Justamond  in 
his  treatise  on  the  cure  of  the  milk  breast. 

Its  properties  resemble  those  of  the  lotion  of 
acetated  ammonia,  and  it  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
breast  precisely  in  the  same  manner. 

LOTIO  AMMONI.E  MURIAT.E  CUM 
ACETO. 

Be  Ammoniae  muriatae  unc.  ss 
Aceti 

^ Spiritus  vinosi  rectificati  sing,  lib,  j 

niisce. 

This  lotion  is  employed  at  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital  as  a discutient. 


CHIRURGICA. 


157 


LOTIO  AMMONIA  OPIATUM. 

R Spiritus  ammoniae  compositi  unc.  iiiss 
Aquas  distillatae  unc.  iv 
Tincturae  opii  unc.  ss  misce. 

This  lotion  is  applied  by  Dr.  Kirkland,  to 
tumours  of  a suspicious  nature,  in  the  breasts 
of  women.  Prepared  natron  and  bark,  are  ad- 
ministered internally  at  the  same  time, 

LOTIO  HYDRARGYRI  MURIATI. 

R Aquae  rosae  lib,  j 

Liquoris  hydrargyri  muriati  gutt.  xl 
misce. 

This  lotion  is  a very  suitable  remedy  in  cuta- 
neous diseases,  and  for  the  itch.  In  a more  di- 
luted state,  it  may  also  be  applied  to  foul  ulcers 
with  advantage, 

LOTIO  HYDRARGYRI  MURIATI 
COMPOSITA, 

R Hydrargyri  muriati  gran,  x ^ 

Aquae  distillatae  bullientis  unc,  iss 
Tincturae  cantharidis  unc,  ss.  misce. 

The  late  Dr.  Hugh  Smith  directed  this  lotion 
to  be  applied,  every  night,  to  scrofulous  swell- 
ings. 
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LOTIO  KALI  SULPHURATI. 

R Kali  sulphurati  unc.  ss 
Aquae  calcis  lib.  j. 

/ I 

The  sulphurated  kali  is  to  be  powdered  and 
joined,  by  triture,  with  the  lime  water. 

At  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital  they  employ 
two  drams  of  the  former  to  a pint  of  distilled 
water.  Either  of  these  may  be  considered  as  a 
neat  and  useful  ajiplication  in  the  tinea  capitis. 

LOTIO  LITHARGYRI  ACETATI. 
No.  I. 

R Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  drach.  ij 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  ij 
Spiritus  vinosi  rectificati  unc.  j misce. 

This  differs  from  the  aqua  lithargyri  composita 
of  the  College,  only  in  the  proportion  of  the 
spirit  of  wine,  which  is  here  considerably  aug- 
mented. 

The  extensive  utility  of  this  composition  is 
very  generally  known.  It  may  be  remarked,  how- 
ever, that  the  copious  and  persevering  way  in 
which  lead  water  has  heretofore  been  applied  to 
the  skin,  produced  deleterious  effects  in  many 
instances.  To  meet  this  objection,  solutions  of 
vitrioiated  zinc  have  been  substituted,  very  pro- 
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perly,  by  most  practitioners  ; but  there  is  rea- 
son to  apprehend,  from  the  experience  of  Mr. 
Baynton  in  his  treatment  of  ulcers,*  that  cold 
water  alone  will  effect  every  thing  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  expect  from  metallic  or  astringent 
solutions. 

No.  II. 

Be  Cerussae  acetatae  unc.  ss 
Aceti  unc.  iv 

Aquae  distillatae  lib.  ij  misce. 

Mr.  Bell  recommends  the  foregoing  lotion  as 
a substitute ; the  vinegar  contained  in  it  keep- 
ing the  lead  more  completely  in  solution. 

LOTIO  LITHARGYRI  ACETATI  CAM- 
PHORATA. 

R Spiritus  camphorati  drach.  ij 
Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  drach.  j 
Aquae  distillatae  lib.  j. 

The  mixture  of  these  is  to  take  place  in  the 
order  they  are  set  down,  otherwise  the  camphor 
will  be  separated. 

This  lotion  is  of  considerable  use  in  topical 
inflammations,  those  especially  which  are  sus- 
pected to  have  a tendency  to  erysipelas. 


Sec  the  article  Emplastrum  lithargyri  cum  resina. 
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LOTIO  MYRRHS. 

R Tincturas  myrrhas 

Aquae  calcis  sing,  unc.  ij  misce. 

Pledgits  dipped  in  this  lotion,  were  applied 
successfully  by  Dr.  Kirkland,  in  a case  of  fun- 
gus of  the  brain. 

LOTIO  PICIS  LIQUIDS. 

R Picis  liquidae  unc.  iv 
Calcis  unc.  vj 
Aquae  ferventis  lib.  iij. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  together  till  half  is 
evaporated,  and  the  clear  liquor  afterwards 
poured  off. 

This,  which  appears  to  be  well  calculated  as 
a remedy  for  tinea  capitis^  is  an  article  included 
in  the  Formulm  selectee  of  Dr.  Saunders. 

LOTIO  SPIRITUOSA. 

R Spiritus  vinosi  rectificati  unc.  iv 
Aquae  calcis  lib.  ss  misce. 

This  is  an  elegant  and  soothing  application  to 
inflamed  parts. 
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LOTIO  SPIRITUOSA  CAMPHORATA. 

Be  Florum  sambuci  unc.  ss 
Camphorae  drach.  ss 
Spiritus  vini  rectificati  unc.  iv. 

The  elder  flowers  and  camphor  are  to  be  infused 
together  in  the  spirit  of  wine  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  clear  liquor  afterwards  poured  off. 

In  a weak  state  of  the  eye,  where  a want  of 
power  in  the  optic  nerve  is  suspected,  Mr.  Ware 
directs  this  to  be  occasionally  applied  with  the 
finger  to  the  outside  and  edges  of  the  eyelids, 
and  also  every  night  and  morning,  by,  means  of 
a bit  of  linen  rag,  wetted,  and  left  for  a minute 
or  two  over  the  eyelids;  wiping  them  dry  after-, 
wards,  and  observing  to  use  a fresh  bit  of  rag 
on  every  fresh  application  of  the  liquid, 

LOTIO  ZINCI  VITRIOLATI. 

Be  Zinci  vitriolati  drach.  ss 

Aquae  distillatae  lib.  ss  misce. 

This  solution  has  the  common  properties  of 
astringent  lotions  in  general,  and  is  also,  when 
farther  diluted,  a beneficial  application  to  pro- 
mote the  cicatrization  of  ulcers.  At  Guy's 
Hospital,  it  is  used  in  the  proportion  of  ten 
grains  to  half  a pint. 
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The  known  ill  effects,  consequent  on  the  ap- 
plication of  preparations  of  lead  to  the  skin, 
have,  in  a great  measure,  determined  practi- 
tioners to  substitute  in  their  place,  solutions 
of  vitriolated  zinc,  which  are  found  to  answer 
the  purpose  of  counteracting  external  inflamma- 
tion equally  well. 

MEL  BORACIS. 

R Boracis  drach.  j 

Mellis  despumati  unc.  j misce. 

This  is  usual  at  Guy's  Hospital,  as  an  applica- 
tion to  the  mouth,  in  aphthae. 

MEL  HYDRARGYRI. 

R Hydrargyri  purificati 

Mellis  despumati  sing.  unc.  j. 

These  are  to  be  rubbed  together  till  the  glo-* 
bules  of  quicksilver  disappear.  The  dose  is 
from  five  to  ten  grains  night  and  morning. 

There  is  no  reason  why  this  formula,  which  is 
given  us  by  Mr.  Bell  of  Edinburgh,  should  be 
preferred  to  any  other,  in  which  the  quicksilver 
is  merely  divided  by  triture. 
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MEL  HYDRARGYRI  COMPOSITUM. 

R Mellis  hydrargyri  drach.  ij 
Mellis  despumati  unc.  ij 
Olei  caryophylli  essentialis  drach,  ij 
misce. 

This  is  recommended  by  Mr.  Nayler,  of 
Glocester,  as  an  application  to  venereal  or  ano- 
malous ulcers  in  the  mouth  and  throat.  It 
is  applied  to  them  several  times  in  the  day,  by 
means  of  a feather  or  camePs  hair  pencil. 

As  this  remedy  is  rendered  very  stin^ulating  by 
so  considerable  a proportion  of  oil  of  cloves,  its 
good  effects  probably  result  from  its  power  of 
exciting  a new  action  in  the  diseased  parts,  j 

MEZEREUM  ACETATUM. 

Very  thin  slices  of  the  bark  of  the  fresh  root 
of  mezereon,  are  to  be  steeped  for  twenty-four 
hours  in  common  vinegar. 

The  late  Dr.  Morris  usually  directed  the  ap- 
plication of  this  remedy  to  issues,  when  a dis- 
charge from  them  could  not  be  encouraged  by  the 
common  means.  It  generally  answers  this  pur- 
pose very  effectually  in  the  course  of  one  night, 
the  pea  being  removed,  and  a^ small  portion  of 
the  bark  applied  over  the  opening. 


164 


PHARMACOPOEIA 


MISTURA  COPAIBA  CUM  OLIEANO. 

R Balsami  copaibas  unc.  ss 
Olibani  drach.  ij 

Mucilaginis  arabici  gummi  un<?.  iss 
Mellis  despumati  unc.  j 
Aquae  cinnamomi  unc.  v. 

The  olibauum,  powdered  and  mixed  with  the 
copaiba,  is  to  be  incorporated  with  the  honey 
and  mucilage,  and  the  cinnamon  water  after- 
wards added.  In  the  dose  of  two  or  three  table- 
spoonfuls twice  oi>  thrice  a day,  this  will  be 
found  of  considerable  service  in  gleets,  and  in 
the  latter  stage  of  gonorrhoea.  In  like  manner 
the  Canada  balsam,  balsam  of  tolu,  and  other 
similar  remedies,  may  be  advantageously  com- 
pounded. 

MISTURA  MYRRHS  COMPOSITA. 

R Mellis  rosae 

Tinctures  myrrhae  sing,  drach.  ij' 

Aquae  calcis  unc.  iss  misce. 

This  mixture  is  chiefly  calculated  for  an  ap- 
plication to  ulcers  within  the  mouth,  in  which 
case,  it  is  to  be  applied  upon  lint.  It  is  however 
equally  proper  for  scrofulous  and  other  sores, 
where  greasy  applications  are  inadmissible. 
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This  is  the  miigivort  of  China,  a soft  lanu- 
ginous  substance  prepared  in  Japan  from  a spe- 
cies of  artanisia  (little  differing  from  our  com- 
mon mugwort),  by  beating  the  dried  leaves  and 
rubbing  them  betwixt  the  hands  till  the  downy 
part  can  be  separated. 

It  is  famous  in  the  East  for  curing  the  gout, 
and  as  a species  of  actual  cautery  in  other  cases, 
and  is  used  in  the  following  manner.  A little 
cone  of  the  moxa  is  laid  upon  the  part,  pre- 
viously moistened,  and  set  on  fire  at  the  top. 
It  burns  down  with  a temperate  glowing  heat, 
and  produces  a dark- coloured  spot,  the  exul- 
ceration of  which  is  promoted  by  applying  a 
little  garlic.  The  ulcer  is  left  to  discharge,  or 
is  soon  healed,  according  to  the  intention  in 
using  the  moxa.” 

The  ancients  were  much  in  the  practice  of 
using  the  actual  cautery  ; often  with  extraordi- 
nary benefit,  and  with  little  pain  to  the  patient. 
Should  it  be  required  in  a*ny  particular  instance, 
the  dread  of  the  operation  would  be  much  less- 
ened by  having  recourse  to  the  simple  process 
here  described. 

MUCILAGO  ARABICI  GUMMI.  (L) 

R Arabici  gummi  unc.  iv 
Aquae  ferventis  unc.  viij. 
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These  are  to  be  occasionally  stirred  till  the 

solution  of  the  gum  is  effected. 

/ 

MUCILAGO  SEMINIS  CYDONII 
MALI.  fLJ 

R Seminum  cydonii  mail  drach.  j 
Aquas  distillatae  lib.  ss. 

These  are  to  be  slowly  boiled  over  the  fire 
till  the  liquor  thickens,  after  which  it  is  to  be 
strained  through  a cloth. 

We  form,  by  this  means,  a delicate  mucilage, 
which  possesses  properties  somewhat  different 
from  that  of  gum  arabic,  particularly  in  not 
being  so  easily  washed  away  from  the  part  to 
which  it  is  applied.  Hence  it  is  to  be  preferred 
as  an  ingredient  in  injections,  and  as  a means  of 
palliating  the  irritation  of  ulcers  in  the  throat. 

NATRON  PRiEPARATUM.  (Lj 
This  is  employed,  in  scrofulous  affections, 
in  lieu  of  burnt  sponge,  of  which,  indeed,  it  is 
the  basis. 

The  dose,  in  these  cases,  is  from  ten  or  twenty 
grains  to  two  drams.  It  has  been  recommended, 
in  veiy  strong  terms,  in  calculus  and  in  nephri- 
tic diseases,  by  Dr.  Beddoes, 
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OLEIijVI  PALMiE  CAMPHORATUM. 

Be  Camphorae  unc,  ij 
Olei  palmse  lib,  j. 

The  camphor  is  to  be  reduced  to  powder,  and 
the  palm  oil,  melted  and  suffered  to  become 
nearly  cold,  is  to  be  mixed  with  it  in  a mortar. 

On  account  of  its  great  diffusibility,  the  oil 
here  diVected  will  be  found  a better  vehicle 
for  the  camphor  than  olive  oil,  or  any  other 
unctuous  substance. 

This  is  an  exceedingly  useful  application  to 
promote  the  suppuration  of  abscesses  ; and  with 
that  view,  when  poultices  are  used,  it  may  be 
previously  rubbed  on  the  suppurating  part. 

This  and  several  valuable  formulae  in  the 
course  of  this  work,  were  in  use  at  the  Glocester 
Infirmary,  and  introduced  there  by  Dr.  Chesfon, 
during  his  practice  as  a surgeon, 

OLEUM  E SEMINIBUS  LINI.  CD 

The  medicinal  uses  of  linseed  oil  are  confi- 
ned to  two,  that  of  an  ingredient  in  the  ImU 
nitntum  oleosmn^  and  that  of  an  application  to 
cancerous  sores.  In  the  latter,  much  has  been 
asserted  of  its  properties,  and  cases  have  been 
said  to  terminate  successfully  by  its  use.  In  the 
noli  me  tangcre  at  least,  it  certainly  has  proved  of 
considerable  service. 
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OLEUM  E SEMINIBUS  RICINI.  (L) 

The  use  of  this,  as  a mild  yet  efficacious  pur- 
gative, is  well  known. 

In  surgical  cases,  where,  purging  with  the 
least  possible  degree  of  irritation  is  required, 
this  remedy  is,  of  all  others,  to  be  recom- 
mended. 

OLEUM  TEREBINTHIN.E.  (L) 

This  is  a well-known  medicine.  It  is  used 
internally  in  gleets  and  nephritic  complaints, 
and  externally  as  a stimulating  liniment  and  a 
styptic,  in  which  latter  characters  it  proves  no 
inadequate  remedy,  although  surgeons  seldom 
have  recourse  to  it. 

A 'Solution  of  mastich  in  oil  of  turpentine 
forms  an  advertised  remedy  for  the  tooth-ach, 

OLEUM  TEREBINTHINATUM. 

Be  Olei  amygdalae  unc.  ss 

Olei  terebinthinae  gutt.  xl.  misce. 

In  deafness  occasioned  by  defective  or  dis- 
eased actions  of  the  glandulse  cerumeneae,  Mr* 
Maule  directs  a little  of  this  oil  to  be  dropped 
into  the  patient’s  ear,  or  applied  at  the  end  of  a 
small  dossil  of  cotton. 

When  a thin  secretion  takes  place,  the  cure 
is  also  promoted,  by  a small  blister,  which  he 
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orders  to  be  placed  as  near  to  the  ear  as  conve- 
nient, and  kept  open  by  the  common  means. 

Added  to  this,  it  is  exceedingly  material,  to 
keep  the  cavity  clean  by  daily  wiping  with  a 
lengthened  bit  of  soft  cotton,  affixed  to  a probe 
and  passed  to  the  bottom  of  the  ear.  This, 
being  twirled  gently  round,  will  absorb  that 
moist  and  offensive  discharge,  which,  if  suffered 
to  remain,  might  be  capable  of  aggravating  the 
symptoms,  or  at  least  retarding  the  cure.  Many 
people  employ  for  this  purpose,  a large  camel’s 
hair  pencil,  which  is  to  the  full  as  convenient. 

OPIUM  PURIFICATUM.  CL) 

The  knowledge  of  this  remedy  is  alihost  as  ex- 
tensive as  its  usefulness  in  medicine  and  sur- 
gery. , Its  properties  are  so  generally  under- 
stood, that  no  particular  remarks  on  them  can 
be  thought  necessary  in  this  place. 

OXYMEL  ^RUGINIS.  (L) 

R -^ruginis  praeparatas  unc.  j 
Aceti  unc.  vij 
Mellis  despumati  unc  xiv. 

The  verdigris  is  to  be  dissolved  in  the  vine- 
gar, which  is  afterwards  to  be  joined  with  the 
honey,  and  the  whole  boiled  to  a proper  con- 
sistence. 
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The  valuable  qualities  of  this  remedy  have 
never  been  properly  appreciated.  When  suf- 
ficiently diluted,  either  with  water  or  by  mix- 
ture with  digestive  ointments,  it  proves  very 
effectual  in  the  treatment  of  scrofulous  or  un- 
healthy ulcers.  Formed  into  a gargle,  it  is  often 
of  seri^'ice  to  small  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  and  to 
the  gums  when  in  a spongy  state* 

PASTA  PIPERIS  COMPOSITA. 
Piperis  nigri 

Radicis  enulae  campanae  sing.  lib.  j 
Seminum  foeniculi  dulcis  lib,  iij 
Mellis  despumati 
Sacchari  purificati  sing*  lib.  ij. 

The  three  first  ingredients  are  td  be  finely 
powdered  and  well  mixed,  after  which,  the 
honey  and  sugar,  melted  together  over  the  fire 
and  formed  into  a clear  syrup,  are  to  be  added, 
and  the  whole  beaten  together  into  a mass.  - 

The  bulk  of  a nutmeg  of  this  is  ordered  to  be 
taken  morning,  noon,  and  night,  drinking  a 
glass  of  water  or  white  wine  after  it. 

This  is  the  celebrated  paste  of  Dr.  Ward, 
which,  though  a singular  kind  of  composition, 
has  so  long  stood  the  test  of  experience,  as  cer- 
tainly to  deserve  a place  amongst  our  chirurgi* 
cal  formulae. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  usefulness  in 
some  diseases  of  the  rectum^  those  especially 
which  happen  in  debilitated  habits,  and  which 
have  been  of  long  duration.  In  the  piles  and 
in  some  cases  of  fistula,  there  are  numerous 
proofs  of  its  efHcacy. 

PILULE  ARGENTI  NITRATE 

R Argenti  nitrati  gran,  iij 

Aquse  distillatae  gutt.  aliquot 
Mieae  panis  q.  s.  ut  ft.  pii.  xx. 

Two  or  three  of  these  pills,  twice  a day,  are 
recommended  in  the  Formul(Z  sdectce  of  Dr. 
Saunders  to  counteract  morbid  debility  in  epi- 
leptic cases ; but  this  remedy  is  no  less  worthy 
of  a trial  in  obstinate,  leprous  and  other  cutane- 
ous affections,  phagedaenic  ulcerations,  and  ul- 
cers of  an  anomalous  character,  where  th6  con- 
stitution is  principally  concerned. 

PILULiE  CALOMELANOS. 

R Calomelanos  drach.  j 
Pulveris  opiati  drach.  iij 
Syrupi  simplicis  q.  s.  Fiant  pilulae  Ixf 

These  are  the  calomel  pills  of  Guy’s  Hospital* 
The  proportion  of  opium  in  the  pulvis  opiatus 
is  about  seven  grains  to  a dram. 
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PILULiE  CALOMELANOS  COMPO- 

SITE. 

R Calomelanos  drach.  j 

Antimonii  tartarisati  gran,  xv 

Opii  purificati  drach.  ss 

Syrupi  simplicis  q,  s.  Fiant  pilulse  lx. 

These  are  employed  in  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital, 
in  the  dose  of  one  twice  a day,  in  diseases  of  the 
joints.  They  also  prove  of  service  in' cutaneous 
and  herpetic  affections,  and  assist  greatly  in  the 
cure  of  obstinate  ulcers,  where  the  constitution 
appears  to  be  materially  concerned. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe,  that  the 
junction  of  antimony  with  preparations  of  quick- 
silver, disposes  the  latter  very  much  to  affect  the 
mouth.  For  this  reason,  in  obstinate  venereal 
cases,  where  the  specific  effect  of  quicksilver  can- 
not be  excited  by  the  common  means,  the  exhi- 
bition of  it  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  formula, 
is  recommended  by  Dr.  George  Fordyce. 

PILULE  CALOM^ILANOS  CUM  ANTI- 
MONIO. 

R Calomelanos 

Sulphuris  antimonii  praecipitati  sing, 
drach.  j 

Guaiaci  gummi-resinae  drach.  ij 
Balsami  copaibae  q.  s.  Fiant  pilulae  lx. 
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Plummer* s pill  was  the  name  formerly  given  to 
this  composition.  Its  use  in  cutaneous  affections 
is  pretty  generally  acknowledged.  From  one  to 
four  of  these  pills  may  be  given  every  night. 

PILUL.E  CANTHARIDIS. 

R Cantharidum  gran,  xviij 
Opii 

Camphorse  sing.  gran,  xxxvj 
Conservae'cynosbati  q.  s.  Fiant  pilulae 
xxxvj. 

One  of  these,  taken  every  night  and  morning, 
increasing  the  dose  very  cautiously,  is  of  service 
in  certain  cases  of  impotence.  In  such  how- 
ever, it  is  of  importance  to  examine,  whether 
the  ?nind  or  the  organs  of  generation  are  in 
fault.  In  the  latter,  a discreet  use  of  the  pills 
may  prove  highly  beneficial.  Mr.  Hunter^s 
account  of  these  cases  is  well  worthy  of  being 
-consulted. 

PILULE  CICUT^. 

R Succi  cicutae  unc.  ss 

Pulveris  herbae  cicutae  q.  s.  Fiant  pi- 
lulae lx. 

Hemlock  is  well  known  as  a remedy  in  can- 
cer, scrofula,  and  syphilis.  The  formula  here 
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given  Is  from  Guy’s  Hospital,  and  similar  indeed 
to  the  mode  of  preparing  the  extract  sold  in  the 
shops. 

On  the  medical  properties  of  hemlock,  a 
great  diversity  of  opinions  have  been  maintained, 
and  for  this  there  is  a mode  of  accounting,  of 
which  few  perhaps  are  aware. 

According  to  some  writers,  but  more  parti- 
cularly Dr.  Withering,  there  are  several  ways 
in  which  the  views  of  a medical  practitioner,  in, 
prescribing  this  remedy,  may  be  frustrated.  The 
plant  chosen  for  preparing  the  extract,  may 
not  be  the  true  coniim  maculatiim^  which  is 
distinguished  by  red  spots  along  the  stalk.  It 
may  not  be  gathered  when  in  perfection^  namely^ 
when  beginning  to  flower.  The  inspissation  of 
the  juice  may  not  have  been  performed  in  a 
water-bath,  but,  for  the  sake  of  dispatch,  over  a 
common  fire.  The  leaves,  of  which  the  powder 
is  made,  may  not  have  been  cautiously  dried  and 
preserved  in  a well  stopped  bottle  ; or  if  so,  may 
still  not  have  been  gr-irded  from  the  ill  effects, 
of  exposure  to  the  light.  Or  lastly,  the  whole 
medicine  may  have  suffered  from  the  mere  effects 
of  long  keeping.  From  any  of  these  causes,  it 
is  evident,  the  powers  of  cicuta  may  have  suf- 
fered ; and  it  happens,  no  doubt,  very  frequently, 
that  the  failure  of  it  ought,  in  fact,  to  be  attri* 
buted  to  one  or  other  of  them. 
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The  mode  of  administering  hemlock,  is  by 
beginning  with  a very  small  dose,  and  augment- 
ing it  gradually,  till  the  patient  begins  to  expe- 
rience some  inconvenient  effects  in  the  head  and 
stomach  ; at  which  period  it  is,  that  the  good 
effects,  if  any  can  be  produced,  will  be  manifest. 
From  one  pill  to  twenty,  may  therefore  be  taken 
in  twenty-four  hours, 

TILVLjE  CUPRI  VITRIOLATI. 

R Cupri  vitriolati  gran,  xv 
Olibani 

Extracti  cinchonas  sing,  drach,  ij 
Syrupi  simplicis  q.  s.  Fiant  pilulae  lx. 

These,  in  the  dose  of  from  one  to  four  in  a day, 
are  calculated  to  remove  gleets,  and  are  some- 
times useful  in  the  latter  stage- of  gonorrhoea. 

PILULE  FERRI  AMMONIACALIS. 

R Ferri  ammoniacalis  drach.  iij 

Mucilaginis  arabici  gummi  .q,  s.  Fiant 
pilulae  lx. 

The  late  Mr.  Justamond,  and  Dr.  Cheston, 
employed  these  pills  to  a great  extent,  >and  with 
decided  advantage,  in  cancerous  affections  of 
uterus  : the  hemlock  bath  being  employed  at  the 
same  time.  Joined  with  the  extract  of  hem- 
lock, it  also^  forms  a useful  medicine. 
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In  the  preparation,  it  will  be  necessary  to  beat 
the  ingredients  well  in  a mortar,  in  order  that 
the  mass  may  become  sufficiently  tenacious  to 
form  into  pills  ; and  when  made,  they  should  be 
dried  before  the  fire,  and  kept  in  a close  vessel 
to  prevent  the  moisture  which  they  will  other- 
wise attract  from  the  atmosphere. 

PILULiE  HYDRARGYRI. 

In  employing  quicksilver  in  venereal  cases, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  a preference  is 
due  to  it  in  its  most  simple  state.  In  this  way, 
its  particles  are  minutely  divided,  and  not  be- 
ing combined  with  any  acid,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  more  elaborate  preparations,  its  use,  in  dis- 
eases, is  unattended  with  those  inconveniencies, 
for  which  the  latter  have  been  very  justly  coni- 
plained  of. 

No.  I. 

R Hydrargyri  purificati 

Extract!  glycyrrhizae,  mellis  crassitudi- 
nem  habentis,  sing,  drach.  ij 
Glycyrrhizae  in  tenuem  pulve-rem  triti 
drach. j. 

The  quicksilver  being  divided  by  triture  with 
the  extract,  the  powdered  liquorice  is  to  be  ad- 
ded. This  is  the  (^uicksiher  pill  of  the  London 
College, 
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No.  II. 

Be  Hydrargyri  purificati  drach,  ij 
Theriacae  vulgaris  scrap,  ij 
Amyli  in  pulverem  triti  q.  s. 

The  quicksilver  is  to  be  rubbed  with  the  trea- 
cle, till  the  globules  entirely  disappear,  and  the 
starch  is  then  to  be  gradually  added. 

As  the  mixture  is  apt  to  grow  too  thick  during 
the  triture,  it  is  necessary  to  add  a drop  or  two 
of  water  occasionally,  and  particularly  at  the 
moment  of  adding  the  starch,  which  should  be 
performed  carefully,  otherwise  the  quicksilver 
will  run  into  globules. 

When  the  mass  is  of  a proper  consistence,  it 
is  to  be  divided  into  twenty-four  pills,  of  which 
one  or  two  may  be  given  night  and  morning. 
In  this  way,  quicksilver  may  be  administered  in 
a larger  proportion  in  each  pill,  than  if  pre- 
pared, as  directed  by  the  College,  with  extract 
of  liquorice. 

No.  III. 

R Hydrargyri  purificati  unc.  j 

Mucilaginis  arabici  gummi  drach.  iij 
Amyli  in  pulverem  triti  q.  s.  Fiant 
pilulae  cxx. 

This  is  the  quicksilver  pill  of  Dr.  Kirkland. 
The  quicksilver  and  mucilage  are  to  be  rubbed 
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together,  and  the  starch  added  by  little  and 
little,  till  the  globules  are  extinguished,  and  the 
whole  forms  one  uniform  mass. 

- The  process,  conducted  in  this  way,  is  much 
more  expeditious  than  the  foregoing,  and  there 
is  less  chance  of  revivification  of  the  quicksilver. 
Tour  grains  are  contained  in  each  pill. 

PILUL.E  HYDRARGYRI  ACETATE 
R Hydrargyri  acetati  drach.  j 

Medullas  panis  dra.  ij.  Fiant  pilulae  lx. 

These  are  reckoned  similar  to  that  once  cele- 
brated remedy,  Kei/ser^s  dragees.  The  dose  is. 
Trom  one  to  five  every  night. 

PILUL.T:  HYDRARGYRI  CALCINATE 
Be  Hydrargyri  calcinati 
Opii 

Camphorae  sing,  drach.  j 

Syrupi  simplicis  q.s.  Fiant  pilulae  lx. 

In  cases  which  require  the  specific  action  of 
quicks^ilver,  one  or  two  of  these  may  be  given 
every  night. 

In  the  pilulae  hydrargyri  calcinati  of  Guy’s 
Hospital,  camphor  is  not  included ; but  its  co- 
operation with  the  opium  in  checking  their  dis- 
position to  purge,  is  by  no  means  inconsiderable. 
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PILULE  HYDRARGYRI  CUM  CICUTA. 

Be  Hydrargyri  purificati  drach,  j 

Arabici  gummi  pulverisau  drach.  ij 
Succi  cicutae  spissati  drach.  j 
Herbae  cicutae  foliorum,  in  pulverenx 
tritorum,  q.  s. 

The  quicksilver  is  first  to  be  reduced  by 
triture  with  the  gum  arabic,  moistened  with  a 
little  rain  water.  The  inspissated  juice  of  hem- 
lock is  afterwards  to  be  added,  and  lastly  the 
powdered  leaves  in  sufficient  quantity  to  make 
a suitable  mass  for  pills. 

These,  with  a slight  variation  in  the  propor- 
tion of  the  hemlock,  are  the  piliilce  mercuriales 
of  Plenck,  who  dirjects  three  or  four  pills, 
each  of  three  grains,  to  be  given  every  night 
and  morning. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  many  cases  to  which  this 
formula  must  be  very  suitable  ; such,  for  in- 
stance, as  the  enlarged  prostate  gland,  &c. 

Dr.  Saunders  in  his  Formulm  Selectee  directs 
equal  parts  of  pil.  hydrarg.  and  succ.  cicut. 
spissat.  for  these,  or  such  like,  purposes. 
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PILULiE  HYDRARGYRI  PRJECIPITATI 
CINEREL 

R Hydrargyri  pracipitati  cinerei  drach.  j 
Conservi  cynosbati  q.  s.  Fiant  pilulae  lx. 

One  or  two  of  these  may  be  given  every  night 

and  morning. 

P1LUL.E  HYDRARGYRI  VITRIOLATI. 
Be  Hydrargyri  vitriolati 
Opii  sing,  drach,  j 

! Syrupi  simplicis  q.  s.  Fiant  pilulae  Ix.^ 

The  dose  of  these,  is  one  or  two  every  night. 

' PILUL.E  OPII  CAMPHORAT.E. 

R Opii  purificati  drach.  j 
Camphorae  drach.  ij 
Syrupi  simplicis  q.  s.  Fiant  pilulae  lx. 

These  are  of  considerable  service,  in  the  dose 
of  one  or  two  every  night,  in  counteracting  the 
chordee  and  painful  erections,  that  frequently 
accompany  a gonorrhoea. 

The  unguentum  hydrargyri  camphoratum  rubbed 
along  the  course  of  the  urethra  at  the  same  time, 
will  be  found  of  service^ 
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PILULiE  OPII  COMPOSITE. 

R Opii  purificati 

Camphorae  sing,  drach.  j 
Antimonii  tartarisati  gran,  xv# 

Syrupi  simplicis  q.s.  Fiant  pilulas  lx. 

These  pills  are  of  use,  in  any  case  where  pain 
is  to  be  alleviated,  and  a gentle  diaphoresis  pro- 
duced. But  they  are  more  immediately  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  the  night  symptoms  in  a gonor- 
rhoea, in  which  case,  they  are,  in  general,  more 
to  he  depended  on  than  the  foregoing ; ' but 
their  sudorific  qualities  may  possibly,  in  some 
cases,  prove  an  objection  to  their  being  taken 
every  night. 

PILULE  TEREBINTHINiE  CUM 
RHABARBARO. 

R Terebinthinae  coctae  drach.  ij 

Pulveris  radicis  rhabarbari  drach.  j misce. 

These  are  to  be  formed  into  thirty-six  pills. 
Three,  twice  a day,  are  prescribed  by  Mr.  Cline 
in  gonorrhoeas,  gleets,  or  such  discharges  as  seem 
to  proceed  from  an  affection  of  the  prostate  gland. 
Both  the  ingredients  which  compose  these  pills, 
have  the  property  of  passing  very  readily  into 
the  urine,  and  thus  a local  effect  is  produced. 
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-'A  greater  flow  of  urine  is  also  occasioned  by 
the  stimulating  action  of  the  turpentine  on  the 
kidneys  ; and  in  this  way,  the  irritating  quali- 
ties of  the  urine  become  less,  in  proportion  to 
its  quantity. 

PILULE  ZINCI  VITRIOLATI. 

R Zinci  vitriolati  drach.  ij 

Terebinthinae  vulgaris  q.  s.  Plant  pi- 
lulae  lx. 

These  also  are  applicable  to  the  cases  last  men- 
tioned, and  may  be  taken  in  the  dose  of  one 
or  two  night  and  morning. 

PULVIS  ALUMINIS  COMPOSITUS. 

R Aluminis  usti 

Hydrargyri  nitrati  rubri  sing,  drach.  j 

These,  well  rubbed  together,  form  ihtpulvis 
angelicus  of  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Sharp,  who 
employed  it  as  an  escharotic,  and  who  attributed 
to  these  remedies,  when-joined,  virtues  which 
could  not  be  attributed  to  either  of  them  singly. 

PULVIS  ANTIMONIALIS. 

R Calcis  antimonii 

Calcis  phosphoratae  sing.  unc.  j 
Acidi  muriatic!  q.  s. 
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These  are  the  ingredients  proposed  by  Mr. 
Chenevix,  for  the  composition  (in  the  humid 
way)  of  Jameses  Powder^  a remedy  admitting  of 
such  a variety  of  uses  both  in  medicine  and  sur- 
gery. 

That  ingenious  chymist  describes  the  first  by 
the  general  term  ivhite  oxide  of  antimony” 
(algaroth  powder)  ; which,  he  says,  may  be  dis- 
solved either  singly,  or  in  conjunction  with  the 
phosphate  of  lime,  by  the  least  possible  quantity 
of  the  acid. 

These  solutions,  united,  are  to  be  gradually 
poured  into  a quantity  of  distilled  water,  pre- 
viously alkalizated  by  a sufficient  quantity  of 
ammonia.  The  precipitate  being  afterwards  col- 
lected, washed,  and  dried,  forms  the  antimonial 
powder  in  question,  which,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  several  medical  gentlemen,  agrees 
.perfectly  in  its  general  effects  with  James’s  pow- 
der, except  in  being  so  far  milder  as  seldom  to 
occasion  nausea  or  vomiting. 

In  cases  where  a stronger  preparation  is  re- 
quired, Mr.  Chenevix  directs  two  parts  of  the 
oxide  of  antimony  to  one  of  the  phosphate  of 
lime;  conducting  the  rest  of  the  process  in  a 
similar  manner. 
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PULVIS  CINCHON.E  CUxM  MYRRHA. 

R Cinchonas  in  pulverem  triti 

Myrrhae  in  pulverem  triti  sing.  unc.  ss 
misce. 

This  powder  was  applied,  by  Dr.  Kirkland,  in 
that  species  of  sphacelus,  which  is  not  attended 
with  any  considerable  degree  of  inflammation, 
and  where  hot  fomentations  and  poultices  do 
harm, 

PULVIS  COLOMB^E. 

This,  next  to  rhiiharby  is  considered  by  Mr. 
Home,  as  the  best  application  to  ulcers  which 
cannot  be  brought  into  a healing  state  by  the 
common  remedies.  When  the  rhubarb  begins 
to  lose  its  effect,  this  powder  will  frequently 
occasion  the  healing  process  to  go  on  again,  and 
finally  to  effect  a cure.  See  Pulvis  rhabar- 

BARI, 

When  the  powder  of  columba  is  used,  the 
fleshy  granulations  manifest  a disposition  to  rise 
above  the  surface  ; a circumstance  which  does 
not  occur  under  the  use  of  rhubarb, 

PULVIS  HYDRARGYRI  VITRIOLATI 
COMPOSITUS. 

R Hydrargyri  vitriolati  gran,  j 

Pulveris  glycyrrhizse  gran,  viij  misce. 
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This  is  the  snufF  recommended  by  Mr.  Ware, 
as  a remedy  in  gutta  serena.  He  directs  one- 
fourth  of  this  quantity,  to  be  snuffed  up  the 
nostrils,  once  or  twice  a day, 

PULVIS  IPECACUANHi^  COMPO- 
SITUS.  (L) 

R Ipecacuanhae 

Opii  purificati  duri  sing,  in  pulverem 
tritorum  drach.  j. 

Kali  vitriolati  in  pulverem  triti  unc.  j 
misce. 

Many  surgeons  are  disposed  to  prefer  this 
remedy  to  the  vinum  anti^ionii  opiatum,  in  con- 
cussions of  the  brain  ; but,  upon  what  ground 
of  superiority,  is  not  very  evident. 

PULVIS  LAPIDIS  CALAMINARIS  CUM 
MYRRHA. 

R Lapidis  calaminaris  prasparati 

Myrrhae  pulverisatae  sing.  unc.  ss  misce. 

This  is  in  general  use  at  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital,  as  a means  of  promoting  the  cicatriza- 
tion of  ulcers.  It  is  merely  sprinkled,  with  a 
piece  of  cotton,  on  the  ulcer,  which  is  after- 
wards dressed  superficially. 

How  far  the, former  ingredient  is  of  impor- 
tance in  this  composition,  the  reader  may  judge 
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from  what  is  said  under  Ceratum  lapidis 

CALAMINARIS. 

PULVIS  NITRI  COMPOSITUS. 

Be  Nitri  unc.  ij 

Hydrargyri  sulphurati  rubri  drach.  ij 
Calomelanos  scrap,  j misce. 

This,  though  a composition  somewhat  hetero- 
geneous, is  nevertheless  a powerful  remedy  in 
counteracting  the  inflammation  in  a gonorrhoea. 

It  is  the  pulris  refrigerans  of  Falck,  who  di- 
rects it  to  be  taken,  in  the  dose  of  half  a dram 
or  two  scruples,  night  and  morning, 

PULVIS  rhabArbari. 

The  powder  of  rhubarb  as  an  application  to 
ulcers,  was  introduced  into  practice  by  Mr,. 
Home,  who  tried  it  very  extensively,  and  with 
much  success,  in  St.  George’s  Hospital.*  It  has 
not  however  been  explained,  in  what  particular 
species  of  ulcer  it  is  most  serviceable ; nor  on 
what  principle  it  acts. 

Mr,  Home  gives  the  following  account  of 
this  remedy  : 

As  rhubarb  says  he”  has  considerable 
powers  in  stimulating  the  villous  internal  sur- 
face of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  which  in  ap- 
pearance is  not  very  dissimilar  to  that  of  a granu- 
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lating  sore,  I made  choice  of  this  powder  as  an 
external  application. 

I began  my  experiments  by  covering  the 
surfaces  of  several  ulcers  with  the  powder  of 
rhubarb,  very  thinly  spread  over  them,  and  after- 
wards dressing  them  with  a pledget  of  common 
ointment.  These  applications  were  renewed 
once  in  twenty-four  hours.  Under  this  treat- 
ment the  sores  mended  for  several  days,  and  then 
seemed  to  be  at  a stand,  although  they  retained 
a healing  appearance.  This  circumstance  was 
not  readily  accounted  for,  but  as  the  pledget 
was  exceedingly' greasy,  and  came  in  contact  with 
the  edges,  and  many  other  parts  of  the  sore,  it 
was  attributed  to  that  cause,  and  a piece  of  lin?t 
w'as  therefore . interposed  between  the  powder 
and  the  unctuous  covering,  after  which  the 
granulations  became  disposed  to  form  skin,  and 
the  sores  were  gradually  healed. 

Encouraged  by  these  trials,  I made  use  erf 
this  powder  under  a variety  of  circumstances, 
with  a similar  result.  In  some  case^  it  appear- 
ed, after  being  continued  some  time,  to  lose  its 
effect  upon  the  ulcer.  But  even  in  these  in- 
stances, the  applying  it  twice  in  the  same  day 
was  sufficient  to  restore  the  first  effect.  In 
other  cases  the  rhubarb  seemed  to  be  too  vio- 
lent an  application,  in  some  degree  disposing  the 
granulations  to  ulcerate  j this  effect  was  hpw- 
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ever  prevented,  by  adding  to  it  the  poivder  of 
opium^  in  the  proportion  of  a drachm  to  an 
ounce.  By  these  means  the  application  of  this 
medicine  may  be  adapted  to  the  degree  of  indo- 
lence or  irritability  in  the  sore  to  which  it  is 
applied.  . 

‘‘  When  the  rhubarb  is  first  applied,  the  sore 
is  commonly  more  painful  than  it  was  before, 
and  the  whole  surface  becomes  of  an  uniform 
red  colour.  In  foul  ulcers,  where  the  matter  is 
principally  composed  of  coagulable  lymph,  ad- 
hering to  the  surface,  a change  is  produced  in 
the  discharge ; it  becomes  more  like  true  pus, 
which  separates  from  the  surface,  and  exposes 
the  granulations  to  our  view. 

In  sores  where  the  granulations  are  large, 
spongy,  and  semitransparent,  under  this  treat- 
ment they  become  small,  firm,  very  pointed  at 
the  surface,  and  of  a florid  colour  ; they  are  also 
sensible  to  the  touch,  making  the  sore  extremely 
tender. 

The  granulations,  as  soon  as  they  have 
risen  to  the  level  of  the  skin,  seem  to  have  a 
stop  put  to  their  growth  ; and  those  that  are 
next  to  the  surrounding  cutis  lose  their  irregu- 
lar pointed  appearance,  become  smooth,  shining, 
and  of  a more  florid  colour  than  the  rest  of 
the  sore.  In  this  way  a margin  is  formed, 
about  one  eighth  of  an  inch  broad,  which  is 
afterwards  covered  by  a cuticle,  contracting  the 
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size  of  the  sore ; and  this  process  goes  on  till 
the  whole  is  skinned  over. 

‘‘  This  circumstance  of  the  granulations  be- 
coming stationary  when  arrived  at  the  level  of 
the  skin,  is  so  general  an  effect,  that  in  an  hund- 
red cases,  many  of  these  sores  nearly  equal  to 
six  inches  square,  no  one  instance  to  the  con- 
trary has  occurred. 

When  the  sore  is  beginning  to  heal,  or  has 
in  part  skinned  over,  the  powder  adheres  firmly 
to  the  edges,  and  sometimes  to  the  surface  of  the 
granulations,  forming  a crust  over  these  parts. 
This  should  be  carefully  removed  at  each  dress- 
ing, as  it  confines  the  matter,  which  is  often 
productive  of  mischief  and  always  retards  the 
progress  of  the  cure.*^ 

PULVIS  RHABARBARI  COMPOSITUS. 

Be  Pulveris  radicis  rhabarbari 

Pulveris  radicis  ipecacuanhae  sing,  drach. 
ij  misce. 

This  powder  has  been  employed  at  St. 
George's  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Home,  for  the  re- 
moval of  warts. 

PULVIS  SABINiE  COMPOSITUS. 

Be  Pulveris  foliorum  sabinse 

^ruginis  praeparatae  sing,  drach.  ij 
misce. 
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'This  powder  is  recommended  by  Mr.  Hunter, 
and  likewise  employed  in  all  the  Hospitals,  for 
the  cure  of  warts  and  excrescences.  They  are 
to 'be  sprinkled  with  it  daily,  till  they  entirely 
disappear.  ' 

SAPO  MERCURIALIS. 

A new  preparation  of  mercury  has  been  in- 
vented at  Petersburgh,  called  the  Mercurial 
Soap,  which  is  said  to  be  of  very  great  avail  in 
obstinate  venereal  complaints.  A solution  of 
quicksilver  in  diluted  nitrous  acid,  or  aqua 
fortis,  is  jnixed  with  a solution  of  white  Spanish 
soap  ; whereby  an  oily  substance  rises  on  the 
surface  of  it,  which  forms,  with  caustic  alkali, 
a soap  containing  mercury.  Two  scruples  of 
this  remedy  are  dissolved  in  two  ounces  of  dis- 
tilled water,  and  k is  given  in  drops.  Hufeland 
gave  it  to  eighty  drops,  in  distilled  water,  twice 
a day,  and  with  some  success, 

SAPO  TEREBINTHIN^. 

Be  Kali  praepajati  calidi  unc.  j 
Olei  terebinthinae  unc.  iij. 

The  kali  whilst  hot  is  to  be  rubbed  in  a heat- 
ed glass  mortar,  and  the  oil  of  turpentine  gra- 
dually added. 

This  forms  Starkey^s  soap,  a remedy  to  which 
many  virtues  have  been  attributed,  and  which 
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formerly  had  a place  in  the  Pharmacopoeias  of 
London  and  Edinburgh, 

Without  bestowing  any  extravagant  encomi- 
ums on  this  remedy,  it  is  undoubtedly  a good 
application  to  indolent  tumours. 

SEMICUPIUM  CJCUT^. 

The  hemlock  bath  is  formed  by  mingling  a 
dozen  handfuls  of  the  fresh  leaves  of  cicuta,  or 
a proportionate  quantity  of  the  dried,  in  as  much 
hot  water  as  will  reach  up  to  the  patient’s  waist. 
As  it  is  material,  that  the  vapour  of  the  bath 
should  be  confined,  this  process  is  most  conve- 
niently performed  in  one  of  the  shoe-shaped 
vessels  which  are  sold  for  the  purpose* 

We  have  the  testimony  of  the  late  Mr.  Justa- 
mond,  and  of  Dr.  Qheston,  in  behalf  of  this  re- 
medy, when  employed  in  painful  affections  of 
the  uterus,  and  even  where  that  viscus  has  been 
found,  on  examination,  in  an  indurated  state, 

SEVUM  AERATUM, 

Citizen  Fourcroy  relates  a new  method  of 
combining  oxygen  with  suet,  to  make  the  ox- 
ygenated pomatum.  Take  any  quantity  of  puri- 
fied lard,  and  let  it  melt  by  a gentle  fire  in  an 
- earthen  vessel ; add  to  it  afterwards  two  thirds 
of  Its  weight  of  pure  nitric  acid  28 — 30  degrees 
strong,  and  stir  the  mixture  with  a wooden 
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spoon,  till  it  be  cool  ; then  put  the  whole  into 
thirty  times  its  weight  of  rain  or  river  water,  and 
let  it  boil  for  half  an  hour,  and  stir  it  continual- 
ly,  till  it  become  cool.  After  having  separated 
the  fat  from  the  water,  melt  it  again,  and  pre- 
serve it  in  a glass  or  earthen  vessel. 

Alyon’s  method  is  somewhat  different  from 
this  ; he  takes  sixteen  parts  of  purified  lard,  and 
one  part  of  nitric  acid,  32  degrees  strong.  When 
the  fat  is  melting,  he  adds  the  acid,  and  stirs  it 
with  a glass  tube,  by  which  means  the  azote  is 
destroyed  during  the  boiling,  and  the  oxygen 
only  remains  combined  with  the  suet,  and  he 
does  not  put  it  in  water  to  purify.  The  fat  im- 
bibes in  this  manner  more  oxygen,  and  it  is 
therefore  a question  which  method  is  preferable. 
The  lard  treated  after  Fourcroy’s  prescription 
contains  but  one-third  of  its  weight  of  oxygen, 
and  Alyon’s  almost  double  the  quantity. 

The  inventors  of  this  remedy  have  not  ex* 
plained  themselves  as  to  the  cases  in  which  a com* 
position  containing  oxygen  might  be  employed  ; 
and  its  properties  consequently  remain  to  be 
ascertained.  Possibly  it  rnay  have  some  effects, 
convenient,  if  not  curative,  in  cancerous  or 
scorbutic  ulcers. 

Fourcroy  remarks,  that  if  the  oxygenated 
pomatum  should  not  prove  of  any  avail  as  a 
medicine,  it  at  least  may  be  made  use  of  to  sub- 
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due  quicksilver  the  sooner,  and  to  prepare  the 
ointment  of  it  in  a fifth  of  the  time  that  is  usu- 
ally required.  In  TromsdorPs  Journal  der  Phar- 
macie,  voL  viii.  are  contained  farther  particu- 
lars concerning  this  remedy. 

SOLUTIO  ARGENTI  NITRATI 
R Argent  nitrati  scrup.  j 

Aquae  distillatae  unc^  ss  misce. 

This  solution  of  nitrated  silver,  fotos  a very 
efficacious  application,  to  that  kind  of  ulcer, 
whose  cure  is  prevented  by  a succession  of  coats 
of  coagulable  lymph  over  its  surface.  The 
mode  of  applying  it,  is  by  means  ©f  a bit  of 
lint,  fixed  to  the  end  of  a probe.  This  being 
dipped  into  the  litjuid,  is  streaked  round  the 
extreme  edges  of  the  ulcer.  In  some  painful 
ulcers  also,  which  resist  tbe  operation  of  com- 
mon remedies,  and  which  rather  appear  to  be 
aggravated  by  the  use  of  emollients,  it  will 
I frequently  prove  serviceable.  \The  strength  of 
: the  solution  may  be  augmented  or  diminished 
i according  to  circumstances. 

[ In  many  of  the  cases  first  mentioned  indeed, 
the  light  application  of  the  caustic  itself  is 
required. 
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SOLUTIO  ARSENICL 
R Arsenici  pulveris  subtilissimi 
Kali  praeparati  sing.  gran,  xvj 
Aquae  distillatae  unc.  iv. 

These  are  to  be  digested  together  in  a sand- 
heat,  till  the  arsenic  is  completely  dissolved. 

Dr.  Fowler,  who  directs  this  formula,  em- 
ploys it  in  the  cure  of  agues,  as  it  appears,  with 
considerable  success.  In  surgical  cases,  its  use 
will  be  chiefly,  though  not  entirely,  limited  to  its 
application  as  a topic,  in  cancerous  ulcers.  The 
solution  being  diluted  to  the  proportion  of  one 
grain  of  arsenic  to  a quart,  a poultice  is  to  be 
made  of  it  with  crumb  of  bread,  and  applied 
next  the  wound.  The  late  Mr,  Justamond 
tried  arsenic  very  extensively  in  cancerous  af- 
fections, and,  from  his  description,  even  its  ex- 
ternal application  is  to  be  managed  with  great 
caution.  On  account  of  the  deleterious  effects 
it  has  occasionally  produced  on  the  system, 
many  practitioners  have  entirely  relinquished  it 
as  a medicine. 

In  administering  this  solution  internally,  Dr. 
Fowler  directs  a dose  often  or  twelve  drops,  to 
adults,  twice  or  three  times  a day  ; but  it  may 
be  prudent  to  begin  with  a much  smaller  quan- 
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tity.  The  properties 'of  arsenic  are  those  of  a 
very  powerful  tonic* 

SOLUTIO  FERRI  VITRIOLATL 

R Ferri  vitriolati  ad  albidinem  calcinati 
drachm  j 

Aquae  distillatae  unc.  viij  misce. 

This  solution  is  of  great  use  in  hastening  the 
cicatrization  of  ulcers,  where  that  process  is 
going  on  but  slowly.  It  is  also  of  service  to 
sore  nipples  in  women  who  give  suck. 

For  both  these  purposes,  it  is  strongly  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Underwood, 

SOLUTIO  HYDRARGYRI  CUM 
PLUMBO. 

R Hydrargyri  drach.  ij 
Plumbi  drach.  iss 
Acidi  nitrosi  unc.  j. 

These  are  to  be  put  into  a glass  vessel,  which 
must  be  placed  in  a sand  heat  till  the  solution  is 
effected. 

This  is  the  solutio  caustica  of  Pknck,  who  re- 
commends it  as  an  effectual  application  for  the 
cure  of  condylomata  in  venereal  cases. 
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^OLUTIO  HYDRARGYRI  MURIATI. 

R Hydrargyri  muriati  gran,  x 
Spirittus  vinosi  tenuioris  lib.  j. 

The  muriated  quicksilver  is  to  be  rubbed 
with  the  spirit^  till  it  is  completely  dissolved. 

This  i^  tht:  merciirial  solution  of  Van  Swieten, 
who  directed  it^‘  in  venereal  complaints,  in  the 
dose  of  one  dqnce  twice  a day. 

At  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  an  aqua 
drargyri  murig^i  is  kept,  consisting  of  eight 
grains, -with- two  drams  of  muriated  ammonia, 
dissolved*  in/ a pint  of  water;  the  dose,  half  an 
ounce  twiccva  day.  The  spirit  however  is  cer- 
tainly to  be  preferred,  as  it  in  some  measure 
prevents  the  ill  effects  which  this  remedy  is  apt 
tt)  produce  on  the  stomach  and  bowels* 

The  addition  of  a small  portion  of  muriated 
ammonia  greatly  facilitates  the  solution  of  mu- 
riated quicksilver. 

SOLUTIO  MAGNESIA  VITRIOLAT^ 
CUM  ANTIMONIO. 

R Magnesiae  vitriolatae  unc.  iv 
Antimonii  tartarisati  gran,  ij 
Aquae  bullientis  lib.  j misce. 

This  purgative  solution  is  singularly  useful  in 
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the  hernia  humoralis,  and  other-local  infl^mma-. 
tions. 

From  two  to  four  ounces  may  be  given,  and 
repeated  according  to  circumstances,  ‘ ‘ 

SOLUTIO  NATRI  MURIATl. 

R Natri  muriati  drach*  j - 
Aquae  distillatse  q.  s. 

The  water  is  to  be  added  in  such  a quantity  as 
barely  to  dissolve  the  whole  of  the;^alt. 

This  solution  is  of  service  in  complaints  of  the 
ear,  particularly  those  which  arise  from  hardened 
wax,  which  it  has  a tendency  to- soften;  so  that 
the  ear  may  be  afterwards  cleansed,  by  syringing 
warm  water  into  it. 

This  remedy  was  first  brought  into  notice  by 
Dr.  Haygarth,  who-  found  it  a better  solvent 
of  the  wax,  than  any  thing  before  used  for  that 
purpose. 

SOLUTIO  SAPONIS. 

Be  Saponis  mollis  unc.  iv 

Spiritus  vinosi  te.nuioris  lib.  j 

The  soap  is  to  be  digested  with  the  spirit  till 
it  is  dissolved. 

The  addition  of  one  ounce  of  camphor,  forms 
the  solutio  saponis  camphor  at  a ^ a preparation 
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similar  to  the  Unimentum  saponu  compositum  of 
tlie  college, 

SOLUTIO  ZINCI  CUM  ALUMINE. 

R Zin*ci  vitriolati  drach.  iij 
Aluminis  drach.  j 
Aquse  ferventis  lib.  ss.  misce. 

This  is  the  vitriolic  solution^  so  strongly  re- 
commended by  Dr.  Moseley  in  the  dysentery, 
colica  pictonum,  &c.  It  is  of  no  less  value,  as 
an  internal  remedy,  in  many  surgical  cases ; 
where  local  affections  are  continued  in  conse- 
quence of  constitutional  debility. 

A table  spoonful  generally  vomits  in  an  ex- 
peditious manner,  and  leaves  the  stomach  invi- 
gorated, rather  than  weakened,  by  its  action. 
When  vomiting  is  not  intended,  it  is  to  be  given 
in  the  dose  of  a tea  spoonful,  or  two,  twice  or 
thrice  a day,  and  the  alum  may  be  omitted,  or 
its  proportion  varied,  in  the  event  of  costive- 
ness. 

SPIRITUS  AMMONIdE  SUCCINA-  • 
TUS.  (L) 

R Alkoholis  unc.  j 

Aquae  ammoniac  purae  unc.  iv, 

Olei  succini  rectificati  scrup.  j 
Saponis  gran, 
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The  soap  and  oil  of  amber  are  to  be  digested 
together  till  both  are  dissolved,  and  afterwards 
the  water  of  pure  ammonia  is  to  be  added. 

This  has  been  strongly  recommended  for  the 
cure  of  the  bite  of  the  viper.  It  is  doubtful 
however,  whether  any  known  remedy  be  pre- 
ferable, in  that  case,  to  olive  oil^  of  which  so 
many  successful  trials  have  been  recorded. 

SPIRITUS  CAMPHORATUS.  (L) 

Be  Camphorae  unc.  iv 

Spiritus  vinosi  rectificati  lib.  ij  misce 

This  has  been  long  in  use  as  a remedy  for 
bruises,  sprains,  and  external  spasmodic  affec- 
tions. It  is  a good  application  to  burnt  parts, 
and,  by  the  late  Mr.  Justamond,  said  to  be  useful 
in  checking  an  incipient  whitloe,  in  which  case, 
it  should  be  applied  on  linen  rag. 

SPONGIA  PRyEPARATA. 

Pieces  of  the  finest  and  most  porous  sponge, 
dipped  into  melted  emplastrum  cerae  composi- 
tura,  and  pressed,  whilst  hot,  between  two  plates 
of  iron,  form,  what  is  called  sponge  tent. 

When  cold,  it  may  be  cut  into  plugs  or  tents 
of  any  shape  ; and  when  introduced  into  small 
openings  with  a view  of  enlarging  them,  the 
plaster  melts,  and  the  sponge,  recovering  its 
natural  elasticity,  increases  in  bulk  by  absorbing 
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the  fluids  of  the  part,  so  as  to  produce  the  desired 
effect. 

It  is  seldom  however,  in  these  days,  that  this 
remedy  is  resorted  to ; though  formerly,  it  was 
generally  used  by  surgeons. 

* 

SPONGIA  USTA.  (L) 

Burnt  sponge,  has  for  some  time  been  employ^ 
ed,  in  the  dose  of  from  one  to  three  scruples, 
for  the  cure  of  scrofula.  But  as  its  properties 
merely  depend  on  the  quantity  of  natron  it  con- 
tains, the  latter  is  now  generally  preferred. 

SUCCUS  ACONITI  SPISSATUS. 

This  remedy  is  prepared  exactly  in  the  way 
directed  by  the  College  for  the  extract  of  hem- 
lock. It  is  given  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  and 
Guy’s  Hospitals,  in  cancerous  and  scrofulous 
cases,  in  progressive  doses,  beginning  with  one 
or  two  grains  three  times  a day. 

SUCCUS  CICUT^  SPISSATUS.  (L) 

Concerning  this  remedy,  the  preparation  of 
which  is  fully  described  in  the  new  College 
Pharmacopoeia,  particular  mention  is  made  un- 
der the  head  of  pilule  cicut^. 

SUCCUS  HYOSCYAMI  SPISSATUS. 

This  also  is  prepared  in  the  manner  directed 
for  cicuta.  It  has  been  tried,  with  various  de- 


CHIRURGICA. 


201 


grees  of  success,  in  cancer  and  scrofula ; and  Mr. 
Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  speaks  of  having  prescribed 
it  with  advantage,  in  chordees,  which  have  re- 
sisted the  use  of  opium.  He  recommends  the 
dose  to  be  gradually  increased  from  one  grain  to 
two,  three,  or  more,  three  times  a day.  After 
the  patient  has  taken  it  some  weeks,  the  quantity 
in  each  dose  will  admit  of  being  increased  to 
seven  or  eight  grains. 

SYRUPUS  HYDRARGYRI. 

Be  Hydrargyri  purifioati  drach.  j 
Pulveris  arabici  gummi  drach.  iij 
Syrupi  simplicis  unc.  ij 
Aquae  fumariae  unc.' j. 

The'  quicksilver  being  rubbed  down  with  the 
gum  and  the  syrup,  the  rain  water  is  to  be  after- 
wards added. 

This  is  the  once  celebrated  mercurial  syrup  of 
Plenck.  The  dose  is  from  two  to  three  tea 
spoonfuls  night  and  morning. 

There  is  another,  invented  by  Cit.  Bouillon^ 
Lagrange^  of  which  the  following  account  is 
given  in  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal. 

‘‘  This  mercurial  preparation  was  first  invented 
by  Mr.  Belet^  and  is  much  recommended  by 
Boi'tah  There  are  several  methods  of  preparing 
it ; all  which,  however,  afford  a very  imperfect 
K 2 
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preparation,  on  account  of  the  quicksilver  sepa- 
rating itself  from  the  mixture,  and  falling  to  the 
bottom  of  the  vessel,  when  it  is  kept  but  a little 
time.  The  quicksilver  syrup  of  Bouillon- La» 
grange^  though  it  agrees  on  the  whole  with  that 
of  Bdet^  is  yet  preferable,  because  it  is  not  so 
easily  decomposed,  and  may  stand  a long  time 
without  producing  a precipitation  of  the  quick- 
silver. It  ought  never  to  be  taken  with  any 
thing  warm,  as  the  quicksilver  is  immediately 
precipitated  in  form  of  a yellowish  oxide.  The 
mode  of  preparation  is  the  following.  Prepare 
solution  of  pure  quicksilver  in  nitric  acid  ; let 
the  nitrated  quicksilver  crystallise,  and  dissolve 
these  crystals  once  or  twice  in  distilled  water, 
by  which  means  a pure  salt  is  obtained.  Make 
a simple  syrup,  by  dissolving  i|  pound  of  sugar 
in  one  pint  of  distilled  water,  and  clarify  and 
filtrate  this  liquor.  Dissolve  93  grains  of  the 
above  crystals  of  nitrate  of  quicksilver  in  a suf- 
ficient quantity  of  pure  distilled  water.  The 
syrup  being  cold,  add  to  it  this  solution,  and 
then  mix  in  the  whole  fluid  half  a drachm  of 
pure  nitrous  aether.  The  syrup  that  is  thus  pre- 
pared, remains  perfectly  clear  several  days.’’ 

It  is  evident  that  many  of  the  other  chymical 
preparations  of  quicksilver  might  be  formed 
into  synips,  if  there  be  any  peculiar  advantage 
in  exhibiting  mercury  in  that  form. 


CHIRURGICA. 


203 


SYRUPUS  SARSAPARILL.E  COMPO- 
♦ SITUS. 

R Radicis  sarsaparillse  incisae  et  contusas 
unc.  iv. 

Ligni  guaiaci  rasi  unc.  j 
Aquas  distillatas  lib.  v. 

These  are  to  be  boiled  together  in  the  way  in 
which  the  decoctum  sarsaparilias  compositum  is 
prepared,  leaving  only  a quart  of  fluid,  which 
is  afterwards  to  be  formed  into  a syrup  with  a 
pound  and  a half  of  fine  loaf  sugar. 

There  is  little  doubt,  but  this  is  the  remedy 
so  greatly  extolled  under  the  name  of  Velno's 
vegetable  syrup*  That  it  should  haye  gained  re- 
putation as  a remedy  for  the  gonorrhoea,  is  not 
wonderful,  any  more  than  that  those  anomalous 
symptoms^  which  often  alternate  with  lues  vene- 
rea, or  remain  after  mercury  has  cured  the  ori- 
ginal disease,  should  have  been  relieved  by  it* 
No  instance^  however,  of  its  having  cured  a true 
venereal  lues^  without  the  aid  of  7uercury,  can  be 
produced. 

Some  are  inclined  to  think  that  it  contains 
hydrargyrus  muriatus  fortior ; the  peculiar  acti- 
vity of  that  preparation  allowing  only  so  small 
a proportion,  and  even  that  so  involved  in  the 
sugar  and  resinous  matter  of  the  guaiacum  em- 
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ployed,  as  not  to  be  discoverable  by  chymical 
analysis, 

A dose  of  about  two  ounces  is  given  twice 
a day. 

TERRA  PONDEROSA  MURIATA. 

A saturated  watery  solution  of  muriated  bary- 
tes, (a  salt  produced  by  combining  the  terra 
ponderosa  with  muriatic  acid)  was  a few  years  ago 
introduced  into  practice  by  the  late  Dr,  Adair 
Cra\<Tord,  who  tried  it  very  extensively  in  St. 

. TKomas’s  Hospital,  and  found  it,  as  he  expressed 
himself,  ‘‘  peculiarly  calculated  to  correct  the 
scrofulous  diathesis,” 

Mr.  Juch  proposes  the  following  new  method 
of  preparing  the  muriated  barytes,  or  terra  pon- 
derosa salita,  which  seems  worthy  of  attention. 

Take  one  part  of  finely  pulverized  barytes 
or  heavy  spar ; after  having  burned  it,  and 
quenched  it  in  water,  add  two  parts  and  a half 
of  pot-ash.  This  mixture  is  melted,  and  kept 
on  the  fire  for  an  hour  and  a half,  in  an  earthen 
vessel,  of  which  those  fabricated  in  Hessi  are 
particularly  famous  among  the  German  chymists. 
When  the  whole  mass  is  entirely  fluid,  pour  it 
into  a clean  iron  kettle,  and  boil  it  well  with 
common  water  for  the  sake  of  clearing  it  from 
the  sulpate  of  pot-ash  or  vitriolated  tartar.  The 
barytes  obtained  in  this  manner  is  still  mixed 
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with  some  undissolved  spar.  Saturate  it  now 
perfectly  with  muriatic  acid,  and  let  it  evaporate. 
The  remaining  dry  mass  of  salt  is  melted  again 
in  an  earthen  vessel ; and  being  in  a quiet  state 
of  fluidity,  pour  it  upon  a stone  plate  ; and 
cover  it  with  a vessel,  to  prevent  any  thing 
escaping,  which  sometimes  happens  in  cooling. 
To  give  this  mass  a fine,  regular  crystalization, 
and  to  separate  it  from  other  heterogeneous  mat- 
ters, it  must  be  dissolved  in  a sufficient  quantity 
of  distilled  boiling  water.  ’ It  is  not  necessary 
to  pulverize  it  before,  because  a greater  part  re-- 
mains  utidissolved,  when  pulverized,  than  when 
the  whole  is  put  into  the  vessel.  In  this  solu- 
tion, volatile  liver  of  sulphur,  dissolved  in 
water,  is  dropped  as  long  as  any  precipitation  is 
visible;  by  which  means  it  is  cleared  from  any 
adherent  metallic  particles.  The  fluid  is  now 
filtered,  and  gently  evaporated  to  the  point  of 
crystalization.’’ 

Great  nicety  is  certainly  required  in  the  pre- 
paration of  this  medicine,  and  its  exhibition 
must  be  regulated  with  the  utmost  caution. 
Four  or  five  drops,  in  distilled  water,  twice  a 
day,  is  a sufficient  dose  in  the  beginning  ; but 
it  may,  in  some  cases,  be  gradually  increased  to 
fifteen  drops  or  more.  Should  any  nausea  how- 
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ever,  or  vertigo,  be  occasioned,  this  quantity 
cannot  be  safely  augmented.* 

TINCTURA  BENZOES  COMPO- 
SITA.  (L) 

R Benzoes  unc.  iij 

Styracis  colati  unc.  ij 
Balsami  tolutani  unc.  j 
Aloes  succotrinae  unc.  ss 
Spiritus  vinosi  rectificati  lib.  ij. 

We  are  directed  to  digest  these  in  a gentle  heat 
for  three  days,  and  to  strain  off  the  tincture. 

The  application  of  this  remedy  has  been 
grossly  mistaken  in  its  general  use  as  a styptic 
to  fresh  wounds,  which  it  certainly  injures,  not 
only  by  its  stimulating  qualities,  but  also  by  the 
separation  of  the  resins  which  takes  place  on 
its  intermixture  with  the  blood.  These  form 
a substance,  which  absolutely  prevents,  what  is 
most  desirable  in  such  a case,  the  sides  of  the 
wound  coming  into  contact  and  uniting  by  the 
first  intention. 

Its  proper  application  is  to  languid  ulcers  ; 
and  in  this  view,  it  is  in  general  use  at  several 

* Dr.  Crawford^ s account  of  this  remedy,  may  be  seen 
mYo\.  11.  oi  Medical  Communications,  A solution,  prepared 
with  great  exactness,  agreeably  to  Dr.  Crawford’s  receipt,  is 
sold  at  Willis’s,  at  the  Hermitage. 
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of  the  hospitals,particularly  at  St. Bartholomew’s, 
Another  very  important  use  of  it,  is  to  form  a 
mechanical  coveririg  to  the  aperture  made  in  the 
skin  by  the  protrusion  of  the  bone  in  some 
compound  fractures.  In  these,  the  object  is  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  air,  so  as  to  give  na- 
ture a chance  of  uniting  the  bone  in  the  way 
of  a simple  fracture.  To  effect  this  very  eli- 
gible mode  of  cure  requires  some  nicety  in  the 
application  of  the  tincture,  which  is  commonly 
used  on  pledgits  of  lint,  laid  one  over  the  other, 
so  as  to  cover  4he  orifice,  and  extend  to  some 
distance  around  it.  It  is  of  great  consequence, 
in  making  this  attempt,  to  prevent  the  tincture 
from  flowing  into  the  wound ; for  which  reason, 
it  would  perhaps  be  most  advisable  to  cover  that 
with  a little  goldbeater’s  skin,  before  the  tinc- 
ture is  more  profusely  employed, 

TINCTURA  CANTHARIDIS. 

R Cantharidum  contusarum  drach,  ij 
Spiritus  vinosi  tenuioris  lib.  j 

This  differs  from  the  College  formula  only  in 
the  omission  of  the  cochineal,  which  is  a useless 
ingredient i The  cantharides  are  to  be  digested 
for  eight  days  in  the  spirit,  which  is  afterwards 
to  be  strained. 

This  tincture  is  given  internally  for  gleets, 
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and  for  incontinence  of  urine  arising . from  a 
defective  action  of  the  sphincter  vesicae,'  which 
it  frequently  restores  by  its  stimulus.  The 
usual  dose  is  from  ten  to  forty  or  sixty  drops 
twice  or  thrice  a day ; but  its  effects  should  be 
attentively  watched. 

Externally,  its  principal  use  is  in  the  cure  of 
sinuses  and  fistulous  openings,  when  it  is  em- 
ployed as  an  injection,  in  the  proportion  of 
three  or  four  drams  to  a pint  of  water ; its  good 
effects,  ill  these  cases,  depending  on  its  being 
suhicrently  strong  to  excite  inflammation.  This 
is  the  remedy  which  once  gained  celebrity  in 
the  cure  of  fistulae  in  ano,  under  the  name  of 
Mattheivs's  Injection, 

TINCTURA  FERRI  MURIATE  fL) 

Be  Ferri  rubiginis  lib,  ss 

Acidi  muriatici  (pondere)  lib.  iij 
Spiritus  vinosi  rectificati  lib.  iij. 

The  rust  of  iron  is  to  be  mixed  with  the  mu- 
riatic acid  in  a glass  vessel ; in  which  state,  being 
occasionally  shaken,  they  are  to  remain  for 
three  days.  The  clear  part  is  then  to  be  eva- 
porated to  one  pint,  and  when  cold,,  the  spirit 
is  to  be  added. 

Internally,  this  is  sometimes  given  for  gleets, 
but  a more  important  use  has  been  assigned  it 
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by  Mr.  Cline,  who  orders  it  in  dysuria,  when  a 
consequence  of  stricture^  in  the  dose  of  ten  drops 
every  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  This  relaxes 
the  spasm  through  which  the  retention  is  occa- 
sioned, by  a mode  of  operation  not  easily  ex- 
plained. 

Mr.  Justamond’s  liquid  for  external  use  in 
cancers,  and  which  the  original  inventor  called 
h\%  panacea  antlcancrosa^  partook  considerably  of 
the  nature  of  this  tincture,  which,  indeed,  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  spirit  of  wine,  was  some- 
times substituted  for  it. 

Lastlv,  it  is  remarkably  efficacious  in  destroy- 
ing venereal  or  other  warts,  either  used  alone, 
or  diluted  with  a small  proportion  of  water. 

TINCTURA  GAMBOGI^  AMMO- 
NIATA. 

R Gambogiae  gran,  xxxvj 
Spiritiis  ammoniac  unc.  iv. 

The  gum  is  to  be  powdered  and  added  to  the 
spiritus  ammoniac. 

A tea  spoonful  or  two  of  this  tincture,  taken 
every  night  and  morning,  is  of  considerable  sei'- 
vice  in  cutaneous  diseases. 
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TINCTURA  MYRRHS.  (L) 

R Myrrhse  contusse  unc.  iij 

Spiritus  vinosi  tenuioris  lib.  iss 
Spiritus  vinosi  rectificati  lib.  ss* 

These  are  to  be  digested,  in  a gentle  heat,  for 
eight  days,  and  the  tincture  strained. 

This  medicine  is  not  so  much  in  use  as  for- 
merly, It  is  occasionally  employed  however  in 
detergent  gargles,  and  as  an  application  to  ulcers 
that  require  stimulating.  By  joining  to  these 
ingredients,  an  ounce  of  hepatic  aloes,  we  make 
the  old  Compound  Tincture  of  Myrrh ^ which, 
though  now  in  disuse,  is  no  despicable  applica^ 
tion  to  old  ulcers, 

TINCTURA  OPII.  (LJ 
R Opii  purificati  in  pulverem  triti  drach.  x 
Spiritus  vinosi  tenuioris  lib.  j. 

These  are  to  be  digested  for  ten  days,  and  the 
tincture  strained  off.  The  uses  of  it  are  so  ge- 
nerally known  as  to  require  no  description.  * 

TROCHISCI  SPONGIiE  UST^, 

R Spongise  ustae  drach.  ss 

Mucilaginis  arabici  gummi  q.  s.  Fi^t 
trochiscus. 
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In  the  cure  of  the  bronchocele,  the  internal 
use  of  burnt  sponge,  has,  for  some  time,  been 
considered  as  a most  efficient  remedy.  It  has 
been  joined,  by  different  practitioners,  with 
many  other  ingredients,  and  administered  in  a 
variety  of  shapes. 

Dr.  Cheston  has  found  it  to  succeed  in  a 
great  number  of  cases,  when  employed  agreeably 
to  the  above  formula,  and  subject  to  the  following 
regulations,  which  certainly  appear  to  be  an  im- 
provement on  the  methods  recommended  in  the 
Coventry  receipt^  which  we  shall  presently  insert. 

When  the  tumour  appears  about  the  age  of 
puberty,  and  before  its  structure  has  been  too 
morbidly  deranged,  a pill,  consisting  of  a grain 
or  two  of  calomel,  must  be  given  for  three  suc- 
cessive nights,  and,  on  the  fourth  morning,  a 
saline  purge.  Every  night  afterwards,  for  three 
weeks,  one  of  the  troches  should,  when  the 
patient  is  in  bed,  be  put  under  the  tongue, 
suffered  to  dissolve  gradually,  and  the  solution 
swallowed. 

The  disgust  at  first  arising  from  this  remedy, 
soon  wears  off.  The  pills  and  purge  are  to  be 
repeated  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  and  the 
troches  had  recourse  to  as  before  ; and  this  plan 
is  to  be  pursued  till  the  tumour  is  entirely  got 
the  better  of. 
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The  receipt  given  by  Mr.  Wilmer  as  the 
means  used  by  Dr.  Bate  of  Coventry  for  the 
cure  of  his  daughter,  and  which  afterwards 
grew  into  so  much  celebrity,  is  much  more 
elaborate. 

A bolus,  including  ten  grains  of  calcined 
sponge,  and  the  like  quantity  of  calcined  cork 
and  burnt  pumice  stone,  was  ordered  to  be  ad- 
ministered thus 

“ The  day  after  the  moon  hath  been  at  the 
full,  the  patient  is  to  take  a vomit,  and  on  the 
succeeding  day,  a purge.  On  the  third  night, 
going  to  bed,  the  above  bolus  is  to  be  placed 
“ under  the  tongue,  and,  being  allowed  to  dis- 
“ solve  gradually,  is  to  be  swallowed.  This  is  to 
be  repeated  for  seven  nights,  and  in  the  fore- 
noon  of  each  day,  a powder  is  to  be  given, 
consisting  of  flowers  of  chamomile, ‘ gentian 
root,  and  see^s  of  the  lesser  centaury,  each  in 
powder,  five  grains.  On  the  eighth  day,  the 
purge  is  to  be  repeated  ; and  in  the  wane  of 
the  succeeding  moon  the  same  process  is  to  be 
commenced,  and  repeated  a third  time,  unless 
the  disease  is  cured  before.  The  vomit  is  only 
to  precede  the  first  course  of  medicine. 

In  another  recipe,  the  bolus  consisted  simply 
of  the  calcined  sponge,  in  the  dose  directed  in 
the  troche  first  mentioned ; but  the  directions 


CHIRURGICA. 


215 

with  regard  to  the  bitter  powders.  See,  were  the 
same  in  every  respect. 

The  bronchocele  has,  most  undoubtedly,  been  , 
cured  in  a number  of  instances  by  the  exhibition 
of  burnt  sponge.  In  common  with  other  scro- 
fulous aifections,  it  is  not  difficult  to  suppose, 
that  the  stimulus  given  to  the  intestines  by  an 
occasional  dose  of  calomel  as  a purge,  is  of  ser- 
vice ; but,  it  is  a question,  whether  the  periodical 
discipline  held  forth  in  the  Coventry  remedy, 
is  not  of  too  empirical  a description  ; and  whe- 
ther the  weak  habits  in  which  scrofula  usually 
exists,  may  not  be  injured  by  so  free  a use  of 
evacuants. 

Mr. Prosser,  in  his  account  and  method  of  cure 
of  the  Bronchocele,  published  in  1771 5 recom- 
mends the  following  remedy. 

Be.  Hydrargyri  sulphurati  rubri 

Millepedum  in  pulverem  tritorum 
Spongise  ustas  sing.  gran.  xv.  misce. 

This  powder  he  directs  to  be  taken  an  hour  or 
two  before  breakfast  for  a fortnight  or  three 
weeks.  The  patient  is  then  to  abstain  from  me- 
dicine for  a fortnight,  at  the  end  of  which  she 
is  to  have  recourse  to  the  powders  as  before, 
and  also  to  be  put  under  a course  of  the  pilula 
mercurialis  of  the  late  London  Pharmacopoeia. 
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One  or  more  of  these  were  given  at  night  ac- 
cording to  the  age  and  strength  of  the  patient^ 
and  according  to  their  immediate  effects  on  the 
bowels. 

By  the  use  of  these  remedies,  he  states,  that 
the  tumour  generally  disappeared  in  a month 
or  six  weeks  ; especially  if  the  patients  were 
young  and  the  disease  recent.  The  millepedes 
in  the  powder,  however,  may  no  doubt  be 
omitted,  not  only  as  being  inert,  but  adding 
greatly  to  the  bulk  of  the  medicine,  and  some- 
what to  its  disgusting  taste.  It  may  likewise  be 
worth  considering,  with  regard  to  the  pill,  whe- 
ther quicksilver  so  administered  as  to  hazard  its 
specific  effect,  ought  to  be  given  in  any  scrofu- 
lous affection  whatever. 

It  has  been  thought  an  unnecessary  formality 
to  apply  the  troche  of  burnt  sponge  under  the 
tongue,  and  that  the  passing  it  immediately  into 
the  stomach  must  answer  every  good  purpose, 
but  Dr.  Johnstone  of  Worcester,  in  his  account 
of  a defect  of  deglutition  from  a straitning  of 
the  oesophagus,  contends  for  the  rationality  of 
the  practice,  upon  a supposition  that  the  re- 
medy is  absorbed  by  the  vessels  that  commu- 
nicate immediately  with  the  diseased  part.  By 
placing  under  her  tongue  every  night,  a troche, 
consisting  of  a scruple  of  burnt  sponge  and  the 
like  quantity  of  ferrum  ammoniacale,  a lady  of 


CHIRURGICA. 


2^5 

a scrofulous  habit  was  cured  by  Dr,  Johnstone 
of  an  obstruction  in  the  oesophagus  : the  dis- 
ease recurring  several  times,  but  always  yielding 
in  the  course  of  a few  weeks  to  this  remedy, 

VINUM  ANTIMONII  COMPOSITUM. 
R Vini  antimonii  unc.  ss 
Tincturce  opii  drach.  ij 
Liquoris  hydrargyri  muriati  gutt.  viij 
misce. 

From  fifteen  to  twenty  or  thirty  of  these 
drops,  given  in  a quarter  of  a pint  of  milk  twice 
a day,  prove  a very  powerful  remedy  in  cuta- 
neous diseases. 

Their  effects  are  promoted  considerably,  by 
giving  the  sarsaparilla  or  elm-bark  decoctions 
at  the  same  time, 

VINUM  ANTIMONII  OPIATUM, 

Be  Vini  antimonii  drach,  vj 

Tincturae  opii  drach.  ij  misce. 

This  is  anodyne  sudorific  of  Mr.  Bromfield, 
who  brought  it  into  use  in  the  treatment  of  in- 
juries of  the  brain,  in  which,  cases  it  is  known 
to  possess  extraordinary  powers.  The  dose  he 
directs,  is  ten  drops  every  four  or  six  hours. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark  here,  that  the 
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narcotic  qualities  of  opium  are  greatly,  if  not 
wholly  repressed,  by  its  junction  with  the  an- 
timony : insomuch,  that  the  effect  of  a consi- 
derable dose  is  rather  that  of  assuaging  pain,  than 
procuring  sleep. 

VINUM  OPII. 

R Opii  purificati  unc.  ij 
Cinnamomi 

Caryophyllorum  sing,  drach.  j 
V ini  albi  lib.  j. 

These,  macerated  without  heat  for  a week,  and 
then  filtered,  form  the  tinctura  thehaica  of  the 
old  Dispensatory. 

It  is  preserved  here,  chiefly  on  account  of  its 
use  in  the  treatment  of  ophthalmia,  in  which  it  is 
said,  by  Mr,  Ware,  to  possess  qualities  superior 
to  any  other  solution  of  opium. 

In  chrnnic  inflammation  of  the  eye,  a drop  or 
two  may  be  insinuated  between  the  eye-lids, 
every  night  and  morning. 

VITRUM  PRiEPARATUM. 

The  use  of  this  in  surgery,  is  wholly  confined 
to  the  treatment  of  opacities  of  the  transparent 
cornea  of  the  eye. 

The  glass  must  be  rubbed  down  to  an  impal- 
pable powder,  in  a mortar  of  agatCj  or  some  other 
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substance  that  will  resist  the  mechanical  action 
of  its  particles.  This,  and  indeed  all  similar 
powders,  are  applied  most  conveniently,' when 
mixed  with  a small  portion  of  honey  or  mucilage. 

UNGUENTUM  ACIDI  VITRIOLICI. 

R Acidi  vitriolici  drach.  ss 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  unc.  j. 

These  are  to  be  well  mixed  together  in  a glass 
mortar. 

Dr.  Duncan  of  Edinburgh  is  said  to  have  em- 
ployed this  remedy  for  the  itch,  in  preference  to 
sulphur;  and  it  may  possibly  prove  serviceable 
in  other  cutaneous  affections. 

A liniment  consiting  of  vitriolic  acid  and  oil, 
was  formerly  used,  with  great  reputation,  as  a 
remedy  for  the  gout,  by  Colbatch,  and  latterly 
at  Bristol,  by  Mr.  Smith.  It  has  at  least  proved 
exceedingly  serviceable,  in  reducing  enlarge- 
ments of  the  joints,  those  especially  that  have 
proceeded  from  a thickened  state  of  the  cellular 
membrane.  In  the  treatment  of  anomalous  tu- 
mours, it  is  also  worthy  of  a trial ; but  it  is  liable 
to  fret  the  skin,  and  the  part  to  which  it  is  appli- 
ed should  be  covered  with  flannel  instead  of 
linen,  on  account  of  the  destructive  effects  of 
the  acid  on  vegetable  substances. 

Mr.  Nayler,  of  Glocester,  employs  this  lini- 
L 
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merit,  with  the  addition  of  a good  proportion  of 
camphor,  in  the  cure  of  the  bronchocele. 

UNGUENTUM  CALCIS  HYDRAR^ 
GYRI  ALB^.  (L) 

R Calcis  hydrargyri  albae  drach.  j 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  unc.  iss  misce. 

This  ointment  will  commonly  cure  the  itch, 
and  is  of  service  in  other  cutaneous  complaints, 

UNGUENTUM  CER^.  (L) 

R Cerae  albae  unc.  w 
Spermatis  ceti  unc.'’iij 
Olei  olivae  lib.  j. 

These,  after  being  melted  together,  are  to  be 
briskly  stirred  till  quite  cold.  This  ointment 
forms  a convenient  simple  dressing  for  superficial 
wounds. 

UNGUENTUM  CER^  COMPOSITUM. 
R Unguenti  cerae  unc.  j 
Styracis  colati  drach.  j. 

The  wax  ointment  is  to  be  melted  and  the 
storax  added,  after  which  it  is  to  be  kept  for  two 
hours  by  the  fire  in  a fluid  state,  and  occasionally 
stirred.  During  the  process  a beautiful  red  may 
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be  communicated  to  it  by  the  addition  of  a little 
alkanet  root. 

This  is  a good  application  to  the  lips  when 
chapped  or  excoriated. 

UNGUENTUM  CER^  CUM  ACETO. 

Be  CersB  albse  unc.  iv 
Olei  olivae  lib.  j 
Aceti  distillati  unc.  ij. 

After  melting  the  two  former  ingredients  to- 
gether, the  distilled  vinegar  is  to  be  gradually 
stirred  in,  as  in  making  the  nutritum^  than  which, 
this  proves  a much  more  neat  and  an  equally 
efficacious  remedy.  Dr.  Cheston,  of  Glocester, 
<iirects  it  for  superficial  excoriations,  cutaneous 
eruptions,  &c. 

.UNGUENTUM  CER^  CUM  HYDRAR. 
GYRO. 

R Cerae  flavae  unc.  viij 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatse  unc.  iv 

Olei  olivae  unc.  ij 

Unguent i hydrargyri  unc.  vj. 

The  wax,  lard,  and  oil,  are  to  be  melted  to- 
gether and  stirred  till  they  are  a good  deal  cooled, 
when  the  quicksilver  ointment  is  to  be  tho- 
roughly mixed  with  them. 
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This  is  a good  deal  similar  to  the  tefatUfti 
mercuriale^  which  the  College  have  very  inju- 
diciously expunged.  It  is  an  exceeding  good 
application  to  languid  ulcers,  and  possesses  the 
farther  advantage,  of  acting  favourably  on  their 
callous  edges.  For  this  reason,  when  applied, 
it  should  be  extended  to  some  distance  round 
the  sore. 


UNGUENTUM  CICUT.E. 

R Foliorum  cicutae  recentium 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatse  sing.  unc.  iv. 


The  cicuta  is  to  be  bruised  in  a marble  mor^ 
tat^,  after  which,  the  lard  is  to  be  added,  and  the 
two  ingredients  thoroughly  incorporated  by 
beating.  They  are  then  to  be  gently  melted 
over  the  fire,  and  after  being  strained  through  a 
cloth,  and  the  fibrous  part  of  the  hemlock  well 
pressed,  the  ointment  is  to  be  stirred  till  quite 
jcold.  To  cancerous  or  scrofulous  sores,  this 
ointment  may  be  applied  with  a prospect  of  ad- 
vantage. 

At  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  four  pounds 
of  the  recent  plant  are  boiled  with  six  of  lard,^ 
till  the  former  is  become  cnsp^  after  which  the 
ointment  iS  Strained  through  a cloth.  It  is  to 
be  suspected  however,  that  the  medicinal  pro- 
perties of  the  cicuta  are  injured  by  this  process. 


CHIRURGICA. 


221 


UNGUENTUM  DIGITALIS. 

R Foliorum  digitalis  purpureae  recen- 
tium 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  sing.  unc.  iv. 

This  ointment  is  prepared  after  the  same  man- 
ner, and  applied  to  the  same  uses,  as  the  un- 
guentum  cicutae, 

Cit.  Van  Mons  prepares  ointments  and  plas- 
ters inwhich  fresh  plants  or  their  juices  are  used 
as  ingredients,  in  a different  way.  He  carefully 
expresses  the  juice,  and  reduces  it  to  a thin  ex- 
trajct  by  the  most  approved  processes.  He  then 
places  it  over  the  fire  with  the  requisite  oleagi- 
nous ingredients,  and  stirs  it  continually  till  what 
may  remain  of  the  water  is  dissipated,  and  the 
whole  forms  an  homogeneous  substance  fit  for 
use, 

UNGUENTUM  ELEMI  COMPOSITUM, 
Be  Elemi  lib.  j 

Terebinthinae  unc,  x 
Sevi  ovilli  praeparati  lib.  ij 
Olei  olivae  unc,  ij. 

The  elemi  is  to  be  melted  with  the  suet,  and 
when  removed  from  the  fire,  the  turpentine  and 
oil  are  to  be  stirred  in. 
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This,  though  an  old  remedy,  is  perhaps  the 
best  of  the  terebinthinate  applications  in  use,  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  a good  digestion 
from  ulcers.  It  may  be  ^ employed  alone,  or 
softened  with  a little  oil  of  turpentine. 

UNGUENTUM  ELEMI  CUM  BRUCINE. 

R .^Erugihis  praeparatae'  drach.  j 
Unguenti  elemi  compositi  lib.  ss. 

The  verdigris  being  mixed  with  a little  oil,  is 
to  be  gradually  stirred  into  the  elemi  ointment, 
melted.  At  St.  George’s  Hospital,  the  unguen- 
tum  resinae  flavae  is,  for  this  purpose,  preferred 
to  unguentum  elemi.  This  remedy  has  been  long 
in  use  as  a stimulant  to  foul  ulcers. 

i 

UNGUENTUM  GALL^E  CAMPHORA-  ' 

TUM.  'i 

R G allarum  pulveris  subtilissimi  drach.  ij 
Camphorae  drach.  ss  ^ 

^ Adipis  sulllas  praeparatae  unc.  j. 

The  camphor  being  first  incorporated  with 
the  lard,  the  powdered  galls  are  to  be  added. 
This  ointment  is  a very  useful  application  for  • 
the  piles,  especially  if  the  use  of  leeches  has  been  ^ 

premised. 
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UNGUENTUM  HELLEBORI  ALBI. 

R Hellebori  albi  pulveris  unc.  j 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  unc.  iv  misce. 

This  is  the  same  as  the  hellebore  ointment  of 
the  College,  the  omission  of  a small  quahtity  of 
the  essence  of  lemon  excepted.  It  is  a useful 
application  for  the  itch  and  other  eruptions. 

Dr.  Saunders,  in  his  Formulae  selectae,  directs 
equal  parts  of  this  and  sulphur  ointment,  as  a re- 
medy for  the  itch. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI. 

No.  I. 

R Hydrargyri  purificati  lib,  ij 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatas  unc.  xxiij 
Sevi  ovilli  praeparati  unc.  j. 

The  quicksilver  is  to  be  extinguished  by  tri- 
ture  with  the  suet,  and  the  lard  afterwards  ad- 
ded. This  is  the  ungutntum  hydrargyri  fortius  of 
the  London  College. 

No.  II. 

R Hydrargyri  purificati  lib.  j 

Adipis  suillae  preparatae  lib.  ss. 

The  quicksilver  is  to  be  rubbed,  as  in  the  for- 
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mer  case,  with  a small  portion  of  the  lard,  ad- 
diiig  the  rest  gradually,  till  the  whole  is  uni- 
formly blended.  The  proportions  of  this  oint- 
rtieftt  differ  from  those  of  the  College,  which 
many  surgeons  think  too  weak  ; and  their  in- 
junctions have  also  been  disregarded  with  re- 
spect to  the  introduction  of  suet,  which  makes 
it  of  too  hard  a consistence  (at  least  in  the  winter 
season)  to  be  conveniently  rubbed  into  the  skin. 

The  chemical  phenomena  which  arise  from 
the  union  of  quicksilver  with  fatty  substances, 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  celebrated  Fourcroy^ 
who,  in  vol.  ii.  of  his  Elements  of  Chemistry 
says, — In  this  ointment,  the  particles  of  the 
mercury  do  not  merely  seem  to  be  distributed 
and  interspersed  among  the  particles  of  the  fat, 
without  any  adherence  or  chemical  union ; on 
the  contrary,  the  oily  matter  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment very  quickly  becomes  rancid  ; and  we  know 
that  rancidity,  or  incipient  acidification,  is  al- 
ways the  consequence  of  the  combination  of  oil 
with  some  other  substance  (now  known  to  be 
oxygen,  which  it  seems  disposed  to  absorb  more 
quickly  by  being  united  with  a metallic  sub- 
stance). When  the  ointment  is  old,  if  we  rub 
a portion  of  it  between  two  bits  of  paper,  the 
whole  of  the  oil  is  absorbed,  without  leaving  any 
globules  of  mercury  visible  behind  it  : but  when 
we  treat  mercurial  ointment,  recently  prepared. 
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in  the  same  manner,  we  can  very  readily  per- 
ceive a great  number  of  metallic  particles  quite 
distinct.  M.  Beaume  took  equal  quantities  of 
mercurial  ointment  ; one  of  which  was  newly 
made,  and  the  other  become  slightly  rancid  by' 
keeping.  He  kept  both  of  them  in  a state  of 
liquefaction  during  eight  days,  in  a degree  of 
heat  much  below  what  could  possibly  decompose 
the  fat.  The  newly-made  ointment  allowed 
three  drachms  of  mercury  to  separate  ; the  other, 
which  was  rancid,  only  one  drachm  and  a half. 
All  these  observations  do  not  allow  us  to  doubt 
of  the  reality  of  the  combination  ; they  pointed- 
ly prove,  that  what  we  call  the  extinction  of 
mercury  in  fat,  is  not  purely  the  effect  of  me- 
chanical  division,  since  those  two  substances 
exert  a slow  spontaneous  action  upon  one  ano- 
ther, from  which  a more  intimate  union  at  length 
results.  This  is  much  confirmed,  by  observing 
the  difference  in  colour  and  consistence  between 
old  and  new  ointment.  New  made  ointment  is 
of  a very  light  colour,  and  extremely  soft ; 
while  what  has  been  kept  for  some  time  is 
much  darker  in  colour,  and  much  firmer  in  con- 
sistence : a sufficient  proof  of  some  change  in 
the  intimacy  of  their  union.  We  are  in  the  next 
place  to  enquire  in  what  state  the  mercury  unites 
with  the  fat,  whether  in  form  of  a metal,  or  in 
form  of  a calx  (oxyd). 
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‘‘  When  old  mercurial  ointment  is  converted 
into  a saponaceous  compound  by  the  addition 
of  caustic  alkali,  there*  is  always  a quantity  of 
fluid  mercury  separated  from  the  mixture,  the 
fat  forsaking  the  mercury  to  unite  with  the  alkali. 
Mercurial  ointment  is  also  decomposed  by  the 
action  of  ether  upon  it.  When  a small  quanti- 
ty of  good  mercurial  ointment  is  put  into  a flask, 
which  is  two  thirds  full  of  ether  ^nd  distilled 
water,  and  the  mixture  frequently  shaken,  the 
mercury  soon  begins  to  precipitate,  carrying  a 
small  portion  of  fat  along  with  it,  which  gives 
' the  mercury  the  appearance  of  a calx  ; but  this 
;fat  soon  disappears,  and  the  mercury  unites  in 
jPorm  of  met^Iic  globules,  by  simply  drying 
By  this  analysis,  we 
icoikct  almost'  the  whole  of  the  mercury  in  a 
:^»fl>j^id  stateV^^^  all  these  facts  carefully, 

it  seems  probatle,  that  the  mode  in  which  mer- 
. cur y'‘ Combines  with  fat,  more  resembles  the 
amalgamatibn  ortfee  metals  with  mercury,  than 
.-their  dissolution  in  acids,  as  the  mercury  is 
taken  up  in  a metallic  state,  and  not  calcined 
(ox’y dated)  ; the  fatty  matter  serving  the  pur- 
pose of  a solvent  to  the  mercury,  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  mercurial  ointment,  in  the  same  way  that 
mercury  itself  serves  the  purpose  of  a solvent  to 
the  other  metals,  in  the  combination  of  the  dif- 
ferent amalgams.’^ 
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Mr.  Proctor,  jun.  in  the'^Iedical  and  Physical 
Journal,  olFers  some  remarks  upon  Fourcroy's 
conclusion  on  this  subject.  He  considers  the 
quicksilver  to  be  simply  mechanically  divided  by 
triture  in  pure  sweet  fat;  for  (says  he),  upon 
rubbing  the  ^ii;Kture  upon  the  surface  of  any 
body  which  will  either  absorb  the  fat,  or  allow 
it  space  to  be  diffused  -upon,  the  mercury  pre- 
sently re-unites  into  small  globules,  as  in  its 
original  state  ; and  this  happens  from  the  con- 
nection between  it  and  the  dividing  matter  (fat) 
being  destroyed.  But  when  the  ointment  has 
been  kept  some  time,  no  such  effect  takes  place, 
because  the  union  becomes  more  intimate  in  con-/ 
sequence  of  the  fat  undergoing  a change,  by 
which  it  really  does  dissolve  part, 
the  whole  of  the  mercury  ; and  this  change  is  nq^^^ 
other  than  a gradual  acidijicatiofiyr^hit^  s^ems^; 
more  readily  to  undergo  from  its  combihatiori; 
with  the  mercury,  by  the  absorption  of  qjiy gen 
from  the  atmosphere.  The  s^ell,  which  would 
betray  its  rancidity,  or  acidification,  cannot  be  " 
perceived  till  all  the  mercury  is  combined  with 
the  sebacic  acid,  when  the  superabundant  quan- 
tity of  fat,  having  no  inetal  to  neutralize,  . or 
rather  to  saturate  its  acid,  will  of  course  bectuhe 
sensible  to  the  smell/* 

As  a proof  of  this,  Mr.  Proctor  adduces 
the  practice  (common  with  some  apothecaries) 
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of  procuring  a more  speedy  extinction  of  the 
quicksilver,  by  rubbing  it,  in  the  first  instance, 
with  a little  oM  mercurial  ointment,  which,  being 
rancid,  will  readily  take  even  a considerable  ad- 
dition of  fresh  mercury*  Indeed,  he  found,  upon 
trial,  that  a small  portion  of  rancid  fat  extin- 
guished a larg^one  of  .q^uicksilver,  without  com- 
municating a disagreeable:  smell  to  the  ointment. 

The  general  uses  of  quicksilver  ointment 
need  not  be  enumerated ; but  it  maybe  worth 
while  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  a late 
Writer  on.  the  means  of  remedying  paralytic  af- 
fections arising  from  lead,  found  it  of  consi- 
tlerable.  use  to  i^abt .the' usual  dose  of  this  oint- 

V ihent,^  the  paralyzed  limb  5 

, accompanying  these  frictions  with  the  internal 
' use  of»  calomel,  till  the  mouth  became  sore. 
: Whilst' th%  calomel  relieves  the  constipated  state 

of  th.e' intestines,  the  mercurial  inunctions  tend 
to  restore  the  lost  powers  of  the  part ; and  in 

V /many. instances,  it  appears, 'this  treatment  has 
: proved  decisively  advantageous. 

UNG0ENTd^M  HYDRARGYRI  CAM- 
pilbl^ATUM. 

R UnguenU  hydrargyri  unc.  j 
^ Campl^l^  drach.  ss  misce. 

A little  of  this,' rubbed  along  the  course  of 
the  urethra,  at  bed-timej  is  of  considerable  ser- 
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vice  in  preventing  or  retnoving  chordee.  This 
ointment  is  also  very  proper  to  be  applied  to 
indurated  parts,  either  before  or.  after  suppu- 
ration. r 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI  MU- 
RIATI. 

R Hydrargyri  mUriati'  subtilissime  Isevigati 
gran,  x • . 

Ovi  unius  vitelium 

Adipis  suillae  prsepar^tae  unc.  j. 

The  muriated  quicksilver,  being  first  rubbed 
with  the  yolk  of  egg,  is  to  be  incorporated  with' 
the  lard.  ' ■ ! , ; ^ 

These  make  a very  neat  ointment,  which*  is 
applicable  in  the  same  cases  as  the  unguen^m 
hydrargyri  nitrati. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI  NI- 
TRATI.  , 

Be  Hydrargyri  purificati  unc.  j 
Acidi  nitrosi  unc.  ij, 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  unc.  iv* 

Olei  olivae  unc.  xij. 

■ I 

The  quicksilver,  being  r^ug|d  to  a calx  by 
the  addition  of  the  nitrous  acld^^'h  to  be  joined 
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with  the  oil  and  lard,  previously  melted  together 
and  suffered  to  become  nearly  cold. 

This  formula  differs  from  that  of  the  College, 
in  substituting  lard  and  oil  for  lard  alone,  which 
makes  it  much  too  hard  for  any  use  but  that  of 
promading  the  edges  of  the  eyelids  in  ophthal- 
mia, for  which  indeed  it  is  peculiarly  well  cal- 
culated, and  strongly  recommended  (with  the 
occasional  use  also  of  the  vinjim  opii)  by  Mr. 
Ware.  Its  use  in  diseases  of  the  eye  is  confined 
to  those  instances,  where,  from  long  continued 
inflammation,  the  vessels  of  the  tunica  conjunct- 
tiva  are  not  only  dilated,’’  but  become  re- 
laxed and  torpid  the  eye  being  weak  and  irri- 
table when  exposed  to  a strong  light,  but  with- 
out signs  either  of  general  plethora  or  active  in- 
flammation. 

This  bintment  is  also  of  very  extensive  utility 
in  eruptive  and  herpetic  diseases  ; in  tinea,  and 
in  some  cases  of  ulcer.  It  may  be  very  safely 
applied  to  the  whole  surface  of  jthe  body,  if  in 
any  case  necessary. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI  NI- 
TRATI  RUBRI. 

R Cerae  albae  drach.  ij 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  drach.  vj 
Hydrargyri  nitrati  rubri  drach.  j. 
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The  wax  and  lard,  being  melted  together  and 
suffered  to  grow  nearly  cold,  are  to  be  well  in- 
corporated with  the  red  nitrated  quicksilver, 
previously  levigated. 

This,  allowing  for  the  omission  of  twelve 
grains  of  opium  and  the  substitution  of  lard  for 
viper’s  fat,  is  the  iinguentum  ad  lippitiidinem  of 
St.  Thomas’s  Hospital.  The  use  of  it  is  to  ex- 
cite healthy  granulations  in  obstinate  ulcers,  and 
as  an  application  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
eyelids.  For  the  latter  purpose  it  is  also  rubbed 
on  the  upper  eye-lids  by  Mr.  Ware. 

UNGUENTUM  LITHARGYRI  ACETATI. 

R Unguenti  cerae  unc.  j 

Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  drach.  ss  misce. 

This  is  a convenient  substitute  for  the  un- 
guentum  cerussce  acetatce  of  the  College,  which 
becomes  rancid  and  unfit  for  use  in  a short  time 
after  it  is  made. 

It  is  a proper  application  to  small  ulcers 
whose  edges  are  in  a state  of  inflammation. 

UNGUENTUM  LITHARGYRI  COMPO- 
SITUM. 

R Emplastri  lithargyri  lib.  ss 

Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  unc.  iv, 

Olei  olivae 


PHARMACOPOEIA 


232 

Unguenti  ceras  sing.  unc.  vj 
Aceti  unc.  iv 

Aquae  lithargyri  acetati  unc.  ij. 

The  unctuous  ingredients  being  melted  to- 
gether and  suflFered  to  cool,  the  water  of  acetated 
litharge  and  the  vinegar  are  to  be  gradually  in* 
corporated  with  them. 

This  ointment  is  said  to  be  the  celebrated 
defensutive  of  Dr.  Kirkland,  who  applies  it  with 
great  effect  in  inflammations  of  the*  skin,  and 
sometimes  unites  with  it  a portion  of  vitriolated 
natron. 

UNGUENTUM  LITHARGYRI  CUM 
ACETO. 

R Emplastri  lithargyri  unc.  iv 
Olei  olivae  unc.  iij 
Aceti  unc.  j. 

The  litharge  plaster  and  oil  being  melted  to- 
gether and  sufficiently  cooled,  the  vinegar  is  to 
be  stirred  in.  This  has  been  long  in  use,  under 
the  title  of  nutritum^  as  an  application  to  the  skin, 
and  as  an  external  dressing  for  ulcers  whose 
edges  are  inflamed* 
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UNGUENTUM  OPHTHALMICUM. 
No.  I. 

R Hydrargyri  nitrati  rubri 

Lapidis  calaminaris  praeparati  sing, 
drach.  iss 

Lithargyri  laevigati  drach.  j 
Tutiae  praeparatae  drach.  ss 
Hydrargyri  sulphurati  rubri  scrup.  j 
Balsami  Peruviani  gutt.  xv 
Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  unc.  ij* 

The  powders  being  well  rubbed  together  and 
mixed  with  the  lard,  the  balsam  of  Peru  is  lastly 
to  be  added. 

This  elaborate  remedy,  which  is  given  us  by 
Mr.  Bell  of  Edinburgh,  is  used  for  diseases  of 
the  eyelids,  and  also  for  the  removal  of  opaque 
specks  upon  the  cornea,  for  which  purposes  it 
has  been  successfully  employed  by  its  inventor 
M.  Pellier. 

No.  II. 

R Calcis  hydrargyri  albae 
Tutiae  praeparatae 

Lapidis  calaminaris  praeparatx  sing, 
drach.  ij 

Tincturae  benzoes  compositae  drach.  j 
Adipis  suillae  praeparatae  drach.  iij. 
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The  white  calx  of  quicksilver,  tutty,  and  ca- 
lamine, being  rubbed  separately  and  afterwards 
well  mixed  together,  the  lard  is  next  to  be  joined, 
and  lastly  the  tincture  of  benzoes. 

This  is  the  celebrated  ointment  of  Dr.  De 
Gravers,  and  is  used  with  great  success  in  the 
same  cases  as  the  foregoing.  At  the  Liverpool 
Infirmary,  it  is  used  under  the  name  of  unguen^ 
turn  deter sivwn, 

UNGUENTUM  PICIS  ARID^. 

R Picis  aridae  unc.  ix 
Cerae  flavae  unc.  ivss 
Oiei  olivas  lib.  ss. 

These,  when  melted  together,  form  a similar 
ointment  to  the  black  hasilicon^  which  has  been 
very  unworthily  expunged  from  their  last  Phar- 
macopoeia by  the  College. 

Dr.  Kirkland  and  several  other  surgeons  of 
eminence  employ  It  in  their  practice,  and  con- 
sider it  a beneficial  application  to  those  ulcers, 
in  which  there  exists  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
irritability. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  here, 
that  Dr.  Kirkland  distinguishes  the  irritability 
of  ulcers  into  two  kinds,  the  inflammatory, 
and  the  spasmodic.  The  existence  of  the  for- 
mer is  evinced  by  the  highly  florid  colour  of 
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the  part : the  latter  may  be  distinguished  by  its 
languid,  purple,  and  glassy  appearance.  Both 
are  considerably  painful  and  sore;  but  the  latter, 
when  ever  so  slightly  touched,  is  remarkable  for 
throwing  the  muscles  of  the  limb  into  action. 

In  ulcers  of  the  latter  description,  this  oint- 
ment will  be  found  of  service,  whilst  those 
compositions  into  which  turpentine  enters,  are 
wholly  inadmissible.  In  the  same  kind  of  ulcer, 
Dr.  Kirkland  also  employed  the  balsam  of  Peru 
on  lint,  with  considerable  good  effect. 

UNGUENTUM  PICIS  CUM  SULPHURE. 

Be  Picis  liquidae  lib.  ss 
Ceras  flavae  unc.  ss 
riorum  sulphuris  unc.  ij. 

The  wax  and  the  tar  being  melted  together, 
the  sulphur  is  to  be  gradually  stirred  in. 

This,  which  is  one  of  the  formulae  of  Guy’s 
Hospital,  is  an  excellent  application  for  the  cure 
of  tinea.  It  is  necessary,  during  its  use,  for  the 
patient  to  have  his  head  repeatedly  shaved,  and 
to  wear  a close- fitted  cap  of  the  green  oil-case, 
which,  independent  of  the  remedy  applied,  will 
be  of  very  considerable  service,  and  indeed  is 
capable  of  effecting  a cure,  in  slight  cases,  with- 
out the  use  of  any  other  means. 
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UNGUENTUM  RESINA  FLAV^.  (LJ 
R Resinas  flavae 
Cerae  flavae 
Olei  oiivae  sing.  lib.  j. 

Having  melted  together  the  wax  and  resin, 
the  oil  is  to  be  added. 

This  is  the  composition  long  known  as  a di- 
gestive, under  the  name  oi yellow  basillcon, 

UNGUENTUM  RESINiE  COMPOSE 
TUM, 

R Resinae  flavae 
Elemi 

Cerae  flavae  sing,  unc,  j 

Olei  oiivae  unc.  vj 

Olei  terebinthinae  drach.  ij. 

The  hard  ingredients  being  melted  together, 
the  olive  oil  is  to  be  added,  and,  when  the 
whole  is  a good  deal  cooled,  the  oil  of  tur- 
pentine. 

This  is  the  ointment  said  to  be  employed  by 
Dr.  Kirkland,  under  the  name  of  green  digest 
tive;  with  the  exception  only  of  the  green  oil 
which  gave  it  its  name  and  colour,  and  for 
which  olive  oil  is  substituted. 
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UNGUENTUM  SULPHURIS. 

R Adipis  suillse  praeparatae  lib.  ss 
Florum  sulphuris  unc.  iv  misce. 

The  intention  of  this  ointment,  is  to  cure  the 
itch,  which  it  does  more  certainly  perhaps 
than  any  other  remedy  ; but  its  offensive  smell 
occasions  it  to  be  used  by  most  people,  with 
very  great  unwillingness,  A single  inunction 
is  in  general  sufficient  for  the  cure,  provided 
the  patient  wears  his  linen,  without  changing, 
for  several  days. 

UNGUENTUM  TUTl^. 

R Tutiae  praeparatae  drach.  j 
Adipis  suillse  prseparatae  q.  s. 

As  much  of  the  lard  is  to  be  added  as  will 
form  the  tutty  into  an  unguent,  the  sole  use  of 
which,  is  to  smear  the  borders  of  the  eyelids 
when  affected  with  chronic  inflammation. 

The  College  order  tutty  mixed  with  ointment 
of  spermaceti. 

UNGUENTUM  ZINCI. 

R Zinci  usti  drach.  j 

Unguenti  cerae  albae  dracbg  vj  misce. 
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This  is  the  Edinburgh  ointment  of  zinc. 
Its  use  is  that  of  an  application  to  the  eyelids. 
At  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  a similar  remedy  is 
employed,  under  the  name  of  unguentum  oph* 
thahnicunu 

UVAURSI. 

This  plant,  which  was  first  brought  into  no- 
tice by  De  Haen,  has  been  generally  consi- 
dered as  a powerful  remedy  in  calculus  ;•  but  it 
has  not  been  proved,  in  any  instance,  to  possess 
the  properties  of  a solvent.  The  late  Dr. 
Austin  however,  recommended  it  upon  the 
principle  of  its  lessening  the  irritability  of  the 
bladder,  and  diminishir^g  that  secretion  of  dis- 
eased mucus,  which  he  supposed  greatly  to  con- 
tribute to  the  augmentation  of  the  stone. 

Mr.  Bell  of  Edinburgh,  strongly  recommends 
it  in  that  state  of  a gonorrhoea  where  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  bladder  is  excited  in  a high  de- 
gree, and  where  the  urine  is  loaded  with  viscid 
matter.  In  these  cases,  he  directs  the  powder 
to  be  given  in  doses  of  a scruple  or  half  a dram 
three  times  a day.  A remedy  of  this  sort  is 
certainly  a great  desideratum  in  surgery. 

Dr.  Saunders  directs  three  drams  of  uva  ursi 
to  be  macerated  in  a pint  of  hot  water,  and  two 
or  three  ounces  of  the  strained  liquor  to  be 
given  three  times  a day. 
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Vitrum  praeparatum 
Unguentum  acidi  vitriol ici 


Unguentum  digitalis 
— — — — elemi  compdsi»» 
turn 

— ophthalmicum 

— — - sulphuris 

— ^ tutias 

Uva  ursi  , 
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